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A devastating galactic war has broken out between the Kree Empire, ruled by Black Bolt and the
Inhuman royal family, and the Shi’fr Imperium, controlied by the despotic mutant Vulcan:

Vulcan saw an opportunity to annex the Kree Empire while it was in a state of upheaval. During
the symbolic wedding of the Inhuman princess Crystal and Ronan the Accuser, Yulcan unleashed
his Imperial-Guard in a callous fiest strike, sending his war fieets to invade Kree space.

Reeling from this savage attack, in which many Kree colony worlds were annihilated by nega-
bombs, the Inhumans realized they had to overcome the Shi‘fir before any of their own schemes
of destiny could be achieved.

The tides of war shifted.dramatically when a rescue mission to save Lilandra, the exiled Shi'fr
empress, ended with Gladiator, praetor of the Imperial Guard, betraying his allegiance to Vulcan.

Now there is @ deadlock. The Inhumans are trapped in @ war they did not want to fight; and Vulcan
finds himself committed to a campaign he may not be able to afford...

WAR OF KINGS Mo. 4. August. 2003

Oire

To find MARVEL COMICS at a local comic and hobby shop, go to www.comicshoplocator.com or call 1-388-COMICBOOK.



SURELY YOU'RE o QUIET!
EXAGGERATING, } ADULTS
¥ MY L-LORD..

y ; 7 ’ ARE
SHI'AR IMPERIUM? ; p= UHM...YOU SHOULD \ TALKING.
OVERSTRETCHED?. P > PROBABLY REMOVE
v THIS LOC/

THE IMPERIUM IS PRESENTLY
ENGAGED IN NINETY-SEVEN
SEPARATE CAMPAIGNS OF
PACIFICATION OR
ANNEXATION

COMPLICATED! FOR GOD'S
SAKE, DOESN'T ANYBODY OWN
A WHIP ANYMORE?

WE HAVE
ALREADY BEEN
OBLIGED TO DOWN-
SCALE SIXTEEN OF THEM
IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN
THE SUPPLY OF MEN AND
MUNITIONS TO THE KREE
WARFRONTS

MY L-LORD, THERE ARE REPORT.
YOU REALLY OF UNREST IN THE
SHOULD 8-- LABOR POOL

TU

G
FURTHERMORE
SEVERAL OUTWORLDS
HAVE NOW RISEN IN
REVOLT AT THE SCALE
OF THE TAXES WE ARE
DEMANDING & \
OF THEM. §” THE SHEER

INTENSITY OF

-
L BEGINNING TO
RESOURCES, MY
MY SAP THE SPIRIT
ENPEROR. OF THE SHI'AR

DO YOU
CONCUR WITH
THE ADMIRAL'S
ASSESSMENT,
CHANCELLOR

ARAKI?

a2

WHAT'S COMMUNICATIONS
WRONG WITH THE HAVE BEEN IMPAIRED BY
INTELFEED? THE AFTEREFFECTS OF
NEGA-BOMBING. l
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~
PERHAPS QY . THAT
WE SHOULD SOUNDS AN
NEGOTIATE A AWFUL LOT LIKE
TREASON,
ADMIRAL, I--
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--AND SO I
THOUGHT THE SEA
AIR MIGHT AID YOUR
CONVALESCENCE. 4

YOU'VE BEEN
STARING AT THE
SAME HOSPITAL WALLS
FOR TOO LONG. A
CHANGE OF SCENERY
WILL IMPROVE YOUR
CONSTITUTION,
ACCUSER.

YOU KNOW,

LADY CRYSTAL, BY
RIGHTS, THE SHI'AR SHOULD
HAVE CRUSHED US ALREADY.
THEIR IMPERIUM HAS NEVER
BEEN SO STRONG,

NOR OUR EMPIRE

TESTAMENT TO
THE LEADERSHIP OF
ATTILAN AND THE

DESPITE
THEIR VAST
RESOURCES, VULCAN'S
PROGRAM OF
EXPANSION HAS
DRAINED THEM.

RE
THAN THAT. MY
COUSIN KARNAK TELLS
ME THE SHI'AR ARE IN




THE AVERAGE SHI'AR SOLDIER
FIGHTS THIS WAR BECAUSE HE'S
BEEN ORDERED TO, AND
BECAUSE HE'S AFRAID
OF VULCAN.

THE AVERAGE
KREE SOLDIER
FIGHTS BECAUSE HE
REMEMBERS WHAT THE
SHI'AR INFLICTED ON
US IN THE LAST
CONFLICT.

JUST NOW, YOU MENTIONED
OUR MARRIAGE, LORD
RONAN.

e <
THE SHI'AR
IMPERIUM EMBODIES
THE CONCEPT OF
MARRIAGE, DOES

o1?

AS SYMBOLIZED
BY THEIR GODS,
SHARRA AND KYTHRL...
GODS WHO WERE FORCED
INTO MARRIAGE AGAINST
THEIR WILL, AND IN
THAT UNION FOUND
STRENGTH.

IMPERIUM DOES. IT
MARRIES OTHER
CULTURES BY MEAN:
\ " OF SHOTGUN
WEDDINGS.

YOU MEAN...
THE KREE AND

"V THE PROGRAM TO UPLIFT THE KREE \4
1S NOT WORKING. THE SCIENCE

i AH, YES..THAT IS THEN I NEED TO
ALSO How TELL YOU SOMETHING, .
ISEEIT. 4 ACCUSER, BECAUSE A CASTES OF ATTILAN HAVE BEEN
~ GOOD MARRIAGE ~ UNABLE '.f[% %KE G??D ON BLACK
OLT"

IS BUILT ON B OMISE TO JUMP-
HONESTY. ‘ START THE EVOLUTION OF
YOUR SPECIES.

AND APPROACH BLACK

BOLT ON THIS ISSUE
WITH ALL URGENC

FAR TOO LATE, AND
THE KREE WILL HAVE
BEEN LEFT




BUT N A MOMENTS
OF THE WAR, : WHERE WE MIGHT
ONE THING HAVE TURNED HODEST

..FROM THE
PUZZLES SUCCESSES INTO
ME.. REPORTS IT SEEMS SOMETHING MORE

H
10 ME THERE HAVE BEEN
SEVERALOPPORTUNITIES \SUBSTANTIAL.

WHERE WE MIGHT HAVE ~ |}

CAPITALIZED UPON
SMALL VICTORIES
AGAINST
THE SHI'AR.

IT SEEMS
THAT OUR KING,
BLACK BOLT, IS HOLDING
BACK FROM TAKING THE
MOST RUTHLESS AND
> DECISIVE
ACTIONS.

R, B

I

CONTINGENCY J & CONTINGENCY
PLAN. L

THE ACTIONS YOU SPEAK OF ARE RUTHLESS
INDEED. NO MATTER THEIR SUCCESS,
THEY WOULD HAVE COST THE KREE AND
THE INHUMANS INBLOOD.

BLACK BOLT
WANTS THIS WAR ENDED
WITH A MINIMUM OF SUFFERING.
I BELIEVE HE IS WRITING TO SEE IF
THE STARJAMMERS C
COMPLETE THEIR MISSION
SUCCESSFULLY.

THOSE
"BRIGANDS" ARE
HEROES, AND
. | THEY MAY JUST UNSEAT
|\ VULCAN AND END THIS

WAR WITH FAR LESS
LOSS OF LIFE

PLAN CONSIST
OF?

BUT GIVEN
THE FURY OF THIS
WAR, I CANNOT
IMAGINE IT WILL

BE PRETTY.




CHANDILAR, T
THE SHI'AR THROMEWORLD. i -0

i

FOR ALL MY POWER,

ONE WORD FROM HER,
ONE SPARK, AND THE
FIRE SPREADS THROUGH
THE OLD, DRY TINDER

THROUGH THE POPULATIONS
VULCAN HAS OPPRESSED

FIEFDOM;
HAS DISPOSSESSED
OR SILENCED.

L

THROUGH THOSE DIVISIONS | T RN

OF THE SHI'AR MILITARY HE IEURNSIN.

«x;%)gﬁg:ﬁzm IN HIS ONTENT OF RAETO

WARS OF EXPANSION OR SECRE TAG:

SIMPLY USED 7OO HARD. O MR O SEE YOu!
— INTELFEED NETWORK,

OF OPEN REVOLT X CANNOT

R/

CLAIM THAT
ON‘FOUNL?RY TITLE ANYMORE,
WORLDS COUNCILLOR
'BEK.
ECUTION BY KEEPING e

KE
THE NAME LILANDRA N
NERAMANI ALIVE AERIE TONIGHT

*

HO GOES
THERE?

IT WILL
BE AWARDED TO
YOU AGAIN, SOON
ENOUGH. OF THAT 1
AM CERTAIN!

5
COUNCILLOR D’BEK'S SEQUENCE
REMAINED LOYAL TO LILANDRA
WHEN THE INFLUENTIAL ARAK/
SEQUENCE SWUNG THE COUNCIL'S
SUPPORT TO VU
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WAS YOUR
ROUTE TO THE
THRONEWORLD
b CONTESTED?

WITH THE HELP OF THE
STARJAMMERS AND THE
GUARDIANS OF THE
GALAXY WE RAN HOODED
UNDER THE EYES OF VULCAN'S
FLEETS. WE FOUGHT WHEN

WE HAD TO. STARJAMMERS TO WALK
HER THE LAST, LITTLE WAY.

IS EVERYTHING
PREPARED?

THE HIGH
COUNCIL IS IN
SESSION...

"“..AND CHANCELLOR ARAKI
BELIEVES THEY HAVE BEEN
CALLED FOR AN
EXTRAORDINARY
PARLIAMENT TO DISCUSS
MILITARY POLICY.”

WHEN HAS
THIS HOUSE EVER
SHIED AWAY FROM
THE VICISSITUDES

OF WAR?

THE LOSSES ARE TOO DEAR,
CHANCELLOR! EVEN THE KREE
CEDED TERRITORIES
HAVE TURNED

AR O\

§/
// Y
AYE! BY / i / :\\
GOING AGAINST THE g \
KREE IN THIS HEADLONG !
MANNER, VULCAN HAS MADE | Ny
AN OPEN ENEMY OF LORD 1),
RAVENOUS! /

PAH! THE IMPERIUM
CONQUERS PETTY
KINGDOMS LIKE
RAVENOUS'S IN
ITS SLEEP!

G
FOR SHAME,
CHANCELLOR
ARAKI. WOULD

YOU SPILL SHI'AR
BLOOD $O
FREELY?

WHO
ADDRESSES
THIS HOUSE?

SHOW
YOURSELF:!
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1AM
OF LILANDRA
lmfé% 1 NERAMANI, MAJESTRIX
i I RECLAIM

| . OF THE SHIAR! T REC




START AND THIS
AT THE TOP FRATERNITY,
AND KEEP IT TALON, IT'S IT IS AN

1AM &
SIMPLE.
SHIR YDRN RRIORS ANCIENT ORDI

TALONIS, OF
s
AM ALSO KNOWN PROTECT AND

O PR
DIRECT THE GREAT
ASTALOA PURPOSE.

AND WHAT AS EMPEROR
MWOULD THAT . THE SHI'AR I WOULD HAVE
GREAT PURPOSE IMPERIOM, [ CUGHT L Wi | T
MAJESTOR e 4 BUT TIME
YOUNG IMPERIUM.  HAS PASSED. WE

THEIR BEST
¥l 10 MAINTAIN OUR
OBJECTIVES

AND WHAT?
NOW YOU'RE
AWAKE? BACK IN

BUSINESS?

LEADER ON THE
ERIE

THE FRATERNITY
OF RAPTORS HAS
RETURNED TO SERVE
\ YOU, EMPEROR VULCAN
\ TO SECURE YOUR L&
RULE._

TO TAKE
THE IMPERIUM

TO THE NEXT -
LEVEL
[ WE AR ]

E
EVERYWHERE.




YOU DARE LECTURE ME
ON STRATEGY?! AND
WITH SUCH LIES AND

p SPECULATION?

YOU ARE LOCKED IN A BRUTALLY EXPENSIVE
WAR WITH AN IMPLACABLE FOE. YO!
FORCE OF LEADERSHIP HAS MADE Y(

MANY ENEMIES WITHIN
THE IMPERIUM.

WORLDS ARE NOW
RISING IN OPEN REVOL

PREVIOUSLY DIVIDED
o OPPONENTS.
EVEN THE HOSTS OF

AND WHAT THE
THE DATASONG ~\ “Yoo0 06> 10

HAS REVEALED HELP ME?

NV

o -
S Z
AS A GESTURE
OF OUR INTENT, AND A )
DEMONSTRATION OF OUR ABILITIES, I CAN SHARE

THE FRATERNITY HAS STRUCK [/ THE DATASONG
A PACT WITH KING BLASTAAR = WITH YOU IF YOU
OF THE NEGATIVE ZONE. WOULD LIKE TO SEE...

RAVENOUS'S
ENCLAVE WILL




NOW TELL ME._.HOW DO LIES! LIES! I WOULD
YOU INTEND TO DEAL

WITH LILANDRA
NERAMANI'S COuP

ON CHANDILAR?

OPPONENTS,
A MAJESTOR. 4

DATASONG IS
BEYOND THEIR
REACH. LILANDRA 1S
IN THE HIGH COUNCIL
RIGHT NOW,
DEMANDING YOUR
CENSURE.

NO! NO//
I'LL NEVER B

ISAID

I WOULD
PROTECT YOU,
AND I WILL.



y -

UHE (ONCOURSE

I0F THE AERIE,

[HANDILAR. -
r W,

THE FIRE 4
SPREADS ,
L‘ \ %

RENEW
MY OATH.

3

THEN THE
cfﬁVN%!.SF}I:‘K;FTHEAN WE GRASP THE
IEFS O Cl & RITUAL SIGNIFICANCE,
PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE b/ LILANDRA. IT'S THE “WALKING
TO ME AT THE ACROSS THE CONCOURSE
TO GET THERE” PART THAT
HAVOK IS HAVING
TROUBLE WITH




THIS WILL NS
NEED TO NOT STANDI YOU S\
! SHOW THE PEOPLE PR 1A AND YOU'VE
THAT TVE RETURNED, AND THE WILLINGNESS OF THE MISREAD MY
{ THAT T’ ONE OF THEM. SHIAR TO A ME WILLINGNESS TO
1 NEED TO WALK AMONG CHANGE LISTEN TO YOU
THEN WITHOUT ; OF WAR
FEA

TALK CRAP, '
=z ARAKI.

HAVET N
MISJUDGED
THE MOOD OF
THE PEOPLE,
KALLARK?

DO THEY
MY HEAD'S REALLY LOVE
SPINNING. SO WLCANO’
MANY MINDS PACKED
IN TIGHT. PROTESTORS
AND POR

THE MENTAL
CHATTER IS
DEAFENING ...
ANGER, JOY, FEAR, J*
[ ON.

MAJESTRIX WILL

BE PERFECTLY SAFE I TELL HER
SHE IS UNDER MY NO, BUT I AM
PROTECTION. DISMAYED.

IT'S NOT
MIST! I MEAN,
IT'S NOT JUST
MIST! IT'S IN MY
MIND TOO!
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/ 4
RACHEL! GET
A GRIP! YOU'RE
NO 6OOD TO US
WITH YOUR MIND
CLOUDED!

TAKE
KORVUS AND GET
LILANDRA INTO

«t/“:a\

OFF YOUR
KILLERS’



HYPERNOVA FIRST
SHE PLAS| S TW:

WARSHOT
NEXT




P I HEAR EXPLOSIONS
SCREAMS. I HEAR B
SOMEONE SHRIEKING
MY NAME

(2
b b 3 ). A - l’ \ .
Y/
A >

DEATH N ‘g—
TO THE FALSE THIS IS IS THIS WHAT
O MIRESS: THE FUTURE THROW HER Nl 7 W THEY THINK

sie sRiNGS Jll BACK WHERE
us! SHE CAME! ,' ~
, =g
A ,

iy Do~
J—

A \"W“
€ i

SHOOTER? ,
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