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Change is caming. A new breed of man has emerged. They are the
Children of the Atom. Homo Superior, individuals gifted with strange
and fantastic abilities simply by virtue of their genetic makeup.
Stan Lee presents...

LINCANNY

Gl
“HOW DID | GET HERE?”

A PRELUDE TO “THE DRACO"

MYSTIQUE...little is known about this woman save that her life has
always been shrouded in mystery. With the uncanny ability to morph into any
form she desires, Mystique can perfectly impersonate other people and
create new identities at will.

Mutant terrorist, government employee, international spy or European
aristocrat—throughout her illustrious career, Mystique has worn many faces,
answered to many names.

But if there is one item of Mystigue’s puzzling past that stands out above
all others, one enigma that mystifies maore than anything else, it is her family
history. She is strangely connected to several notable mutants, most of them
associated in one way or another with the X-Men, her longtime arch-rivals.
She is ex-wife to the notoriously dangerous Weapon X agent SABRETOOTH.
She is the foster mother to X-Treme X-Men member ROGUE. But most
importantly, she has long been rumored to be the blood mother of X-Men
member Kurt Wagner, otherwise known as NIGHTCRALWLER.,

Are the rumors true? Is Mystigue truly Nightcrawler's mother, as she has
claimed to be in the past? And if so, who is Kurt's father? How and when was
Kurt born? What were the circumstances? And why would Mystique abandon
her son to the tumultuous life of an orphan at such an early age?

The truth, the real reasons, the answers, can all be found where they
have always been—secretly locked away and hidden in a tiny corner of one
person’s mind. Mystique's.
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woman! What
brought
that on? [~

([r}are
»__ , .
; i refude

o

don't think
I'm complaining,
Katshce!

incredible, but
I never in a million
years thought-- 48



--I mean AndI N
you've been changed my = Can't you g
shutting me out | mind. just enjoy it
Completelﬁ since & and stop asking
i

you were hired SO many
here-- A guestions?

It really
was incredible,
wasn't it?

P’ Ithink you = = _
complimented me lJ rcCDngetg%iqht
enough, gvery atter dark, and
Blep o the o T'll compliment you ;;1—,___‘,.,-5-"’
even more. -

But
{ wouldn'tit

)

Oh, Ican,
Katsche. Really,
Ican.
I'm
sorry,
Let's Okay?
not ruin
it now, after

such an )
incredible We couldn't

start. possibly.

Are you
fishing for
compliments?

be safer if you

You're
g not supposed
to be sleeping with
supposed to )z maid, either--but
be in the house if you want
after hours.




And you'd
better be ready ¥\
to work hard
tonight.

" Pumda ¢ I8
da dadum Bl







" Perhaps
it was because
Iwas out of
breath.

--it'sa g
little surprise
for my husband,
' you know what

Oh, and
Katsche? Will
you be around
b this evening?

In your
room, I

planned to
be, milady.

—

Milady, P ot

a maid's
uniform?
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Oh, my
darling You could
husband. never be half
aman to me.

_ must be
disappointing
to you...

seem half a
man to you now
that Ican't give M
you the children j
we both want-- [

You are
worth ten
men.

A
hundred.

A
thousand.

||

Oh,
Christian,
my love--

‘ Ipromise W8
oh, God, you, Iwillfind Y
how I love uyou, other ways to
Raven. bring you jouy. ¢ '

--you have
brought me
50 much joy

already.






I know in vitro
fertilization has failed
before, but it can often pon't
take several tries-- , talk.
g pon't
say anuthmq,

Wwell,
it looks
The edd
good. geemsto
have taken.

It'sin
God's hands
now.

When I
saw you in
that pub, IKknew
T knew! You' a
Fe/stg

one--!

avery ex cmng sho
and unexpected visit take precautlonb
from my wife in the or do you want
middle of the another chi
day, dear--

Inever
even Knew you
liked me, You always
seemed so cold,
and distant.




We shall
never stop
trying, my
love.

We shall
never stop
trying.

here, my
darling.
— Azazel, Id
like to present
| My wife, Raven

inadequate
word, my dear




Herr Azazel

; We were
is the ruler of an just discussing

island nation off the
coast of Bermuda.
La Isla des

Pemonas. .
i
P N

S

Po you think
Raven is really
interestedina

business transaction
that barely maintains
my attention?

is quite interested
in the machinations of
all kinds of business,
I assure you.

This is
a woman who
will constantly
surprise you.

are trying It won't o
to have a child, We have : ; happen Wﬁ”' vlvrgau
Herr Azazel. been for for you. ac uep' ing
some time. D to say.




The truth
is often cruel,
Raven. Which is why
so many lies are
told to keep
it hidden.
The Baron
cannot give
you a child.
The
Baron is

the past. You

are the
future.

S You speak
¢ about me as

Infact, you
personify
the term.

’ Something
never before

y seen on this You
t world. have that air
about you, Raven.
A magnificence and

power and beauty
beyond anything
I've ever seen

uch is your
_ mystique.

You are
mystique--







You So I
L g S0 mucn
want to be y " that I
with me~ .

--and let
me worship
you.

sanctimonious
morals and religious
: hypocrisies
are beneath

among monkeus.
A winged angel
amond pigs.

Your mind

and spirit and

body are more
magnificent than
any totemic iconin
this gold-plated,

idol encrusted

room.

Remove your
clothes--







...a haze
2oL " around this
seeit... |essreal, less

attractive
facade you

wear.

Stand

naked before

me, Raven.
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Baron think
of all this?




But you,
Azazel.
You I--

--it doesn't
matter. Idon't
want the Baron.
I never
loved him.

4 (N

Iwouldn't

you capabl
of such an
emotion.

Why are you 3N 4 _ afterall,
being so simple science...

¢ and it worked
I'mpleased, as I had
although not for hoped.
84 the reasons you

might want me A8 But it's
@ ; hardly cause for

an outpouring
of emotion.

--all the X
things you
said to
me--

' --I thought

--stay safe

you--
--I thought
you loved

me.
Never

confuse physical
passion for a
condition of the
heart, my
dear.

Since
the dawn
of mankind,
the two have
rarely gone
hand in
hand.

Now go
back to the
Baron--

and warm in the
cozy, comfortable,
protected little
world you've
married into--

raise our




re was
vious Then you
chemistry between guddenly become
af d U'm you and Herr pregnant, and
ashamed of Azazel. he leaves
myself for doing : abruptly...

" My father —-possibly

is suggestind a W one of those

blood test to new genetic
verify tests they're

--and I .
feel horrible
for agreeing,

but A

if I'm wrond,
I will make it up to I promise
you, my love, for you Raven.
he rest of
ur lives
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Nothing : »\
is wrong with
your baby! The
baby is fine, it
just needs




That will
be a typical
™ reaction inyour
life...iF you survive,

young man.
The humane '
thing to do would

be to suffocate you
now and send you
back to God.

= e G —

wrongd with
my baby?

CALM
yourself,
woman! Be

STILL!

please.

What's
wrong with my
baby?




I had.
everything
I ever wanted
in life, before
you!

y happuy, and ,‘\
rich and

powerful could I have
nd

been so stupid?

How could I have
let you do
this to me?!

T'll change
my appearance
and escape, yes.
But with
nothing.

No money,
no clothes, and
nothing of any value
whatsoever.

couldn't you
love me,
Azazel?

v




