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NOTHING
INTACT! LEAVE

N
BREATHING!

8 THE CHURCH OF HUMANITY.
IT WILL PAY THE MOST
GRIEVOUS PRICE FOR ITS
PRACTICED SYMPATHIES—-










IMRE
MUTANTS! THEY THIS
CRAWL ACROSS HOLY CRUSADE SHALL
THE EARTH LIKE . SIGNAL THE GENETIC
A VIRUS! HOLOCAUST--

-
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ONLY TO 1 r?fc'r‘ﬁﬁe@gmﬁgr ;
\ OBSERVE/ ) oUT~ el

' WE NEED W
TO DIG OUT THE

SURVIVORS.

AS SOON AS
¥ THE C.D.C. OPENED
UP THIS PRO-MUTANT
GENE RESEARCH LAB, I
KNEW THEY WERE PAINTING
A BIG, FAT TARGET ON

INDEED. JUST AS WE SEEM TO TAKE  THEIR ABILITY TO
A PROGRESSIVE STEP FORWARD, A NEW TELEPORT MAKES |
. FORM OF RESISTANCE ARISES IT DIFFICULT TO
- TO COMBAT T LEARN ABOUT
. ; . THIS NEW

ENEMY..

ONCE WE
THAW HIM
OUT, MAYBE
HE'LL BE WILLING
T0 DISH THE DIRT
ON HIS NUTTY
1 RELIGION
WELL, WHY -
DIDN'T YOU y CAN FIND OUT
JUST 5S4 Y_‘SO. : JUST WHAT THE
KURT...? \ HELL E UP
5. AGAINST




g

THEY SAY OUR
DAYS ARE NUMBERED...

THAT HOMO SAPIENS
HAVE BEEN GIVEN NOTICE
BY A SO-CALLED “MIGHER
SPECIES.” WITHIN THEIR
RHETORIC OF COEXISTENCE
LIES THE SEEDS OF OUR
ANNIHILATION.




LL VES...
AND YET WE ONLY SEE THE CHAOS '\
THEY BRING TO THE WORLD AROUND
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MANHAT TAN
THE UNIFORM

16 FAIRLY STANDARD. NIE
KEVLAR SEWN INTO THE Y0
ROBE'S MATERIAL, WHICH

1S EXCEPTIONALLY
LIGHTWEIGHT,

LEAST, HISTORY HAS
PROVED THAT THESE




WOI- VERINE'S GOT HIM. LET'S NOT DWELL
D SOMETHING ABOUT A ON LOGAN'S
'DROPER INTE'RRO&AT!ON‘ |

THINK
THEY'RE
WORKING THEIR |
WAY UpP THE i
LADDER... P




ENJOYING THE BRACING,
COLD...7 _ AINT IT? REALLY
MAKES YOU FEEL
ALIVE...

JAMES EAY
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IT BEGAN
NTURIES AGO,

A‘(.’n:;ﬂ‘E FAS{ED ALL- e "HE WAS THE ALPHA-MALE... HUNTING,

AT el T oA SRR A
WILD LANDS OF THIS - ) -

A Bt FRONTIERSMAN, CARRYING WITHIN
HIM THE SEED THAT WOULD ONE DAY

GROW INTO OUR HOLY SAVIOR...

THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF SOCIAL
BOUNDARIES,

"DISCOVERING A LOST NATIVE, ! "IT HAD ALSO DELIVERED LOVE, AS

iC THESE TWO JOINED IN A BLESSED
UNION, ONE THAT THEY VOWED

WOULD NEVER BE SHATTERED.

] DELIVER
VESSEL FOR THAT SEED.

"HE KNEW THIS
CHILD WOULD
BE GRANTED A
SUPREME
DESTINY.”

"THAT UNION SOON
FORTH A
CHILD. BUT NOT
JUST ANY CHILD..
BIRTH OCCURRED




“THEIR LIFE WAS [DYLLIC. MAN, WOMAN AND CHILD LIVING IN HARMONY WITH
NATURE, FAR FROM THE PRYING EYES OF CIVILIZATION. THE LAND PROVIDED
SUSTENANCE, AND THE FAMILY UNIT PROVIDED LOVE AND SUPPORT.

"BUT WHILE THERE IS EARTH
AND AIR, THERE IS ALSO THE
REALM OF THE OCCULT. IN

WHICH THE ALL-FATHER HAD

A KEEN INTEREST.

"COUPLED WITH HIS WIFE'S NATIVE-BORN “THIS BEAST HAD NO NAME, BUT HIS CHARMS WERE MANY. POETRY

RITUALS, THEIR MANY EXPERIMENTS RECITED IN CROSSDIMENSIONAL TONGUES. SONGS THAT RESONATED

FINALLY BROUGHT FORTH A BEAST FROM | WITHIN THE MIND. MORE THAN ANYONE, THE HOLY MOTHER

A PARALLEL REFLECTION OF REALITY. n WAS TAKEN IN BY THESE PERFORMANCES... AND THE BEAST
QUICKLY BAINED HER TRUST...

* A TRUST WHICH SOON *..BUT THE WORST WAS YET TO COME.

CROSSED OVER INTO THE HIS HOLD OVER THE HOLY MOTHER WAS
PHYSICAL REALM A STRONG INCEED, AND £OON THE ALL-FATHER
ETRA T SURE.. oW OME..

EETRAYAL, JO B HIS WIFE NOW A WILLING ACCOMPLICE.

“OUR LEADER BORE WITNESS

TO THESE EVENTS, AND THIS

EXPOSURE DID NOT LEAVE HIM

UNAFFECTED. HIS HATRED

FOR ALL THINGS INHUMAN
WAS BORN HERE.




"WITH A RUDIMENTARY WORKING
"BEING HIS FATHER'S CHILD. by ==
HIS HATRED LED HIM TO THE KNOWL
FAMILY'S ANCIENT TOMES...
THE BOOKS

VERY

WERE, IN PART, BL.
FOR THE BEAST'S ARRIVAL. HE
READ... AND HE LEARNED...

e Rk R R e e,

*ON THAT FATEFUL NIGHT, OUR ‘ “IT WAS BEYOND A RITUAL mm@.

LEADER LOST ALL INNOCENCE. ‘ [l TrwAS BEYOND ARITUAL SLAYING

HE WAS. A CHILD RO LONBIR BEAST'S BLOOD, HIS MOTHER'S DYING

BREATH AND THE MAGIC IN THE AIR
TRANSFORMING OUR LEADER..

- SOUNDS LIKE
A FREAKIN' FAIRY
TALE TO ME...

50 WHEN DOES SO
ALICE MAKE IT TO B
WONDERLAND.,




ALL HANDS--
NEUTRALIZE THE
MUTANT!



F THIS ONE
Y STINKS OF GENETIC
ABERRATION. BUT SHE
| |5 ONE OF XAVIER'S
MUTANTS, AND THEREFORE
MAY HAVE VALUABLE
. INFORMATION...

o TAKE HER TO THE
CONFESSIONAL.




AS HE GREW
INTO MATURITY.
&0 DID THE WORLD

AROUND HIM..

— - A ety At A « 1 A
"FINDING HIMSELF IN THE NEW CITY AT THE DAWN "HE MET A BLIND PAINTER WHO RENDERED
OF THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION, OUR LEADER HIS PORTRAIT USING ONLY THE SOUND OF OUR
STILL FOUND HIMSELF COMING INTO FOCUS... LEADER'S VOICFE AS INSPIRATION.
Wi . | A S

it | e c R
.

"OUR HOLY LEADER FOUND HIMSELF THE CENTER OF

A SOCIAL SCENFE THAT INCLUDED POETS, PHILOSOPHERS,
AND-—- MOST IMPORTANTLY— A SMALL SECT OF OCCULT
SCIENTISTS. THESE MEN WERE THE VANGUARD OF
A HAUNTED COSMOLOGY AND THIS BECAME OF
GREAT INTEREST TO OUR LEADER.




* THESE SCIENTISTS HAD
CONSTRUCTED A
MECHANISM UNLIKE

ANY EVER SEEN BEFORE.
AN OBSERVATORY
THAT TAPPED THE HUMAN
SUBCONSCIOUS IN
ORDER TO PEER INTO THE
MYSTERIES OF THE
UNIVERSE.

THIS WAS TO BE
THE MOMENT OF
SUPREME TRUTH...

-AS, IN THE BLINK OF AN EYE,
OLR LEADER WAS STRFTCHED
FROM ONE END OF THE UNIVERSE
TO THE OTHER. HIS CONSCIOUSNESS
VIOLENTL‘! CATAPULTED ACROSS
KNOWN PLANES OF COSMIC

REALITY,

"LIKE HIS FATHER BEFORE HIM,
OUR LEADER WAS A PIONEER. HE
KNEW HE WOULD BE THE FIRST TO
PEEL BACK THE VEIL OF SECRECY.

HE WOULD BE THE FIRST TO

TOUCH THE HEAVENS..

B ‘A PERFECT MARRIAGE
i _OF SCIENCE AND
SORCERY, INITIATED BY
ANCIENT INCANTATIONS
AND THE CLOSING OF

"UPON HIS RETURN (PERHAPS A
NANOSECOND AFTER THE
CLOSING OF THE CIRCUIT), HE
LEARNED THE PROFOUND COST
OF SUCH AN EXPERIENCE. HIS §

BODY RAVAGED BY THE DARK |

ENERGY OF THE UNIVERSE...




*..HE WAS
PLACED IN
ISOLATION
i BY THE VERY

SCIENTISTE WHO
WERE NOW
CONFOUNDED
BY THE
UNIQUENESS
OF THIS NEW
DEVEL #

“THE TIME IN ISOLATION WAS
WELL-SPENT. OUR LEADER HAD
LEARNED TO CONTROL THE

HiS SOUL... A FORCE WHICH NOW 8
POWERED HIS HUMANITY.
HE WOULD NOT BE CONTAINED
FOR LONG.

YOU HAVE NO IDEA WHAT'S ]

COMING. WE HAVE WAITED OUR n

ENT:"RE LIVES FOR THE DAWN .
OF THIS MILLENNIUM

OUR
MILLENNIUM.

YEAH

= WELL... GET
] IN LINE BEHIND
EOT IME-WARNE-
- =
-
¥,
)' ;ﬂ' ()
|
phogse
R -

dl
DARK ENERGY THAT HAD INHABITED [

"UPON HIS REEMERGENCE, THE
SCIENTISTE BOWED DOWN BEFORE
HIM. PLEDGED THEIR LIVES TO HIS,
ON THAT DAY, A NEW RELIGION WAS
BORN... AND OUR HOLY LEADER WAS
RECOGNIZED ONCE AND FOR ALL...

WE HAVE
A SITUATION.
MEIN EREUND.

PREPARE FOR
I'LL FILL ¥OU IN ON T'HE
WAY, BUT ONE OF OUR
OWN IS5 IN MORTAL
DANGER...



LINOERNEATH THE CATHEDORAL

AWAKEN,




&
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YOUR KIND IS
A PESTILENCE .. A
TEST SENT FROM
ABOVE THAT WILL PUSH
US TO GREATER MEIGHTS

WITHIN OURSELVES. BY
RIDDING THE WORLD OF
YOU. WE REAFFIRM OUR
DESTINY AS GOD'S
ONLY CHILDREN

NOW TELL ME
THIS PAIN OF YOUR BRETHREN
IS ONLY THE WE MUST KNOW THE
BEGINNING. ENEMY AS WE KNOW
OURSELVES. YOU WEAR
THE “X". TELL ME OF

YOUR HISTORY WITH
THESE... X-MEN...
















WAS AS GOOD AS HIS WORD.

m.n’rf&wn."
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WHAT T WAS CADABLE OF MME ARD
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YOU KNOW
MY M
TRUSTED STI.DEN?
THIS 1S WHY I‘VE
CHOSEN YOU
THIS MISB!ON.

R

I’M SEHD'lNB YOU
LEAVE FOR N'VADA




80 THAT'S
MY STORY. A REAL
RAGS-TO-RICHES"
TALE, DON'TCHA
THINK?!

YOUR FABLE

REEKS OF

FALSEHOODS,

FROM BEGINNING
TO END.

-dl

IT WILL
BE INTERESTING
TO SEE WHICH
DIES F/RST. YOUR
INSOLENCE...

ILL TELL

YOU HOW I TOOK

OUT A NEST OF
CHICKEN-SENTINELS!
OR MAYBE IlL GIVFE
YOU A TONGUE KISS

AND SEND YOU

STRAIGHT TO--



STATUS
REPORT...?

CROSSING

OVER THE

SREAT LAKES
NOW...

WHAT'S A
WEAK SIGNAL
MEAN..7

5
)

I BASICALLY,
) THEY DIDN'T
y KILL HER
- " 4 S QUICK...
£ W\

vows
OF CHASTITY...
WHO NEEDS 'EM.
HUH...?

I KNEW ’
SOMEONE OUT

THERE LIKED TO
WATCH... .




YOU FEEL
THAT? A
TICKLE IN YOUR

BRA 1

— BRETHREN-- ITS FLYING IN
Bl INCOMING! LOW, TRYING TO STAY
UNDER OUR RADAR...!










NOTHING HERE
I& FOR YOUR EYES,
MUTANT

NOW FPAY THE
PENALTY FOR YOUR
TRANSGRESSION




PATHETIC
CREATURE...

YOU ARE A MAN
Sl e
LAUGHABLE...




JUST KEEP
MOVING! UNLESS YOU
FEEL LIKE HANGING

AROUND FOR A
WHILE-

HEY, WATCH [T
SOMEONE'S—




ALRIGHT
ENOUGH
B FOREPLAY.

WHERE'S THE %
RINGLEADER OF

THIS WHACKED-OUT
CONGREGATION...?!




THIS DAY
SHALL BE WRITTEN
IN THE ANNALS OF
[ HUMAN HISTORY AS
THE DAY WE DREW

\ FIRST BLOOD/ THE
N WAR HAS TRULY
BEGUN!

' AS WE HAVE BUILT
THIS CATHEDRAL FROM
NOTH




TONIGHT YOU
HAVE EARNED YOUR NOW WE
PLACE IN HEAVEN. SHALL CONTINUE
TONIGHT... YOU HAVE OUR CONQUEST
REACHED FOR THE FLSEFWMERE. LET THE
GLORY OF GOD. MUTANTS PICK AT THESE
’ BONES. THEY WILL
FIND NOTHING
OF VALUE.

OUR
FREQUENCIES
ARE IN ALIGNMENT.
PREPARE FOR MASS




{ ol

HER:

THIS ISN'T
OVER YFET.

euys-—-




GONNA TRUST
YA, DARLIN'. &

JUST PROMOTING
A LITTLE ADRENALIN
RUSH. BETTER
THAN SMELLING
SALTS




WE'RE IN MONTANA. WE CAME
HERE TO RESCUE STACY. YOU T;%OEI?‘G WT;O: a?r o
Lo SN PO A BELL? HERE?! THE
HEAD HONCHO

HIMSELF...?

THE SUPREME PONTIFF!
HE DID THIS TO YOU?!

SPILL IT, WAGNER!
THAT @UY I8 BAD
NEWS-—/

I HONESTLY
CANNOT RECALL...
WHAT HAPPENED...

OH MY GOD/
HOW CAN YOU NOT
REMEMBER?!

HUGE GUY...
ROBES, ARMOR, BIG ¢
B HAT? VOICE LIKE DARTH
VADER'S? LOOKS ABOUT
A HUNDRED BUT HE
COULD STOMP YOUR
HEAD IN...7

=
LOSSES AND JUST PP \
GET THE HELL OUT A4

/
$

psena
g
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ZAVIER'S
INSTITUTE

COMFORTABLE.
WE DON'T SPEND
TOO MUCH TIME

YOU SAID
IT YOURSELF.
YOU'RE NOT IN
SCHOOL ANYMORE.
YOU'VE EARNED YOUR 4
DIPLOMA...

OKAY, ENOUGH
REMINISCING., WHERE'S
THE BATHROOM IN
3 THIS JOINT?

&-:..

=
of dl

W LEFT AT THE
END OF THE
HALL. YOU CANT

MISS IT '



JA SOMETHING
MHAPPENED TO
ME IN THAT ROOM.
I AM AT A LOSS TO
EXPLAIN Wiy I
CANNOT RECALL
IT.

IT FEELS
LIKE.. SOMETHING
WAS ERASED FROM MY
MIND, I DON'T LIKE IT.

WELCOME YOU AINT

TO THE CLUB. AN X-MAN IF YOU

AIN'T DEALIN' WITH

A MEMORY LAPSE
OR TWO..

AS YOU CAN
BE.

EVEN HERE...
I USED TO FEEL SO
SAFE HERE...

As

7 1 PRAY YOU
ARE RIGHT. THIS
AMBIGUITY HAUNTS
ME. THESE SECRETS
ARE INSIDE ME..
SOMEWHERE. PART
OF ME |5 DESPERATE,

ol




JOE BABEW
BULLY RHAMNER
ABRLERY WBRBE
E0O0IE EAMPEELL
JAVIER PULIEBO
BEAN PHILLIPS




