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THIS... IS |
SISTER MARIA

pencils WOMAN/>
SN DE LA JOYA..,

: BN .. AND SHE IS
N IN A WORLD OF
| 7ROUBLE.
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THE HOLY
N SEPULCHRE
ORFPHANRGE
MNEAR LAS
LISHS. >




NI T | ¥y LOUR DREFPHENAGE

S e 1§ FOR CHILDREN,

g i SENOR. NOT GROWN
i MEN. >

MAN WHE LT'M
AFRAID YOU HEVE ME
CONFLUISELD —2

IT HAS FINALLY
\  HAFFENED.?

<WHAT
I HAVE LONG
DPREADED
HAS COME TO

PR
FHSG.?

LTHIS
TERRORE IS
LOOKING FORE B
JOSEPH .. 7 &
... THE .
MYSTERIOUS,
HEUNTED MAN WITH

THE STEANGE POWERS

WHO BROUGHT SUCH
HOPE TO THE LITTLE
ONES.?




<BLESSED
MADPONNA! THOSE
SLUGS... >

... THEY'RE
BURROWING THROUGH
THAT ARMOR INTO HiIs
VERY FLEGH!”

WHET MANNER \ 2
OF CREATURE HAS
THE POWER TO ’

PO SUCHA
THING..F> 4




'COLURSE
TRIN'T NO WORSE'M

M WHAT HE HRD IN STORE
B\ FRYAIFT HADN'T 4

SHOWN LIP.

B SMART MOVE WITH
THE BRANCH AND THE
B CAR HORN BACK £
A THERE. AL
9 WOULDN'T 8
HRAVE FOUND YOU B
. WITHOUT IT. 40

NOW,
ABOUT YER FRIEND,
Y IOSEPH",..

=
« WHERE'D

YOU SAY HE
WAS?T




THE GALAXY ... L LOOKING LPON THE

— RAVAGED CITY, THE
LONGTIME RLULER OF
' THE SHI'AR PEOPLE
RECALLS THE PREYIOUS
DAYs' CARNAGE ...

o THE EAR-SHATTERING

EXPLOSION, THE CRIES

OF FEAR, THE NEAR-

GENOCIDAL ERAPICATION
OF HER RACE ..

« ALL AT THE HANDS OF

THE TECHNO-ORGANIC

COLLECTIVE KNOWN A5
THE PHRLANX.©

ROYAL MAJESTRIX LILANDRA
NERAMANI SURVEYS THE STATUS
OF BUT A SMALL CORNER OF HER
VAST INTERPLANETARY EMPIRE ...

AND IN HER HERRT,
SHE CAN'T HELP BUT

BRING THIS
UPON USTWRAS THIS
PENANCE FOR THE

MISTREKES OF MY
PRST...

« MISTAKES
BORN OF BEING
FAR LESS THAN THE
PERFECT MONRRCH
MY PEOPLE HOLD
ME UP TO BE..7

MERELY A _
REMINDER THAT EVEN
THE MOST WORTHY

DREAMS MUST BE TORN
DOWN, ONLY TO BE
REBUILT TO GREATER

HEIGHTS...




- AS
You MUsT
NOW DO,
MY DEAREST
CHARLES.

YET
HERE I AM,
LIGHT YERRS
FROM YOUR
SIDE...

e AND
WAS IT NOT
YOUR DREAM
THRT SAVED
MINEFP

SO LONG
AS YOUR ¥-MEN
CONTINUE TO FIGHT
TO COEXIST WITHIN THE
SOCIETY THAT SPURNS
THEM FOR THEIR
DIFFERENCES...

e TOUR
DREAM WiLL
LIVE AGAIN,

b AS WELL. _&

HAVE GUFFERED
OUR OWN PERSONAL ..7CU, FOR

YOUR ACTIONS N
y ONSLAUGHRTS" MY aGAINST YOUR

GREATEST ENEMY,
HREHETDir! i HMD

I, FOR MY
TRANSGRESSIONS
AGAINST THE
ENTIRE KREE
PEOPLE.®

I
FRAY WE WILL
SHARE IN THART
SUCCESS...




rae WE
HE ROYAL HOUSE
‘ t DRYS GIVE OF NERAMANI, DO
SOLEMNLY PLEDGE TO
USHER IN A BRIGHTER
AWM FOR SLL
PEOFLES OF THE
IMPERIUM/

f/ . -
EHTEE' THAT ... AND SO,
NIGHT ... AS THE DARK T

] K
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NOW RH SEE WHY
':_ l—'"__'. c fl"!rl’l:eE."-.-{i__
SALARCTIC

EMPIRE/

—
PRETTY \\
AWESOME — Huh, {

JOSEPH?

7YOU OKAY,
SUGAH?

THIS 9§
B 1S VULGAR,
ROGLE/ =

THIS
IS HOW THEY
MOLUREN THEIR
DEAD --7




BUT HOW CAN THEY BE AND THIS IS HOW
A\ SO CAVALIER RBOUT | THEY HONOR
' ALL THISP N B, THEM...

>
PEOPLE WERE NEARLY \\ NOT LETTING
MY THE TRADMAS OF
MAESACRED/ THE PRST GET IN THE
| WRY OF THEIR
FUTLRE,

AND IF THEY CAN'T..P
WHAT THENT

SOME OF
THESE FAMILIES
MRAY HAVE NO
REASON TO
GO ONM.

FATHERS...
SISTERS... - . k" .. EVERYONE
= iz g i/ /) WHO PERISHED
— e, . B/ /] DURING THESE
— .' - g f/7 pavys JUST PAST WARS
fn ONE OF THESE THINGS
; W TO SOMEONE

= ere AND
THEY'RE NEVERE
COMING
BRACK.




HOW ARE THEY
SUPPOSED TO COPE
WITH A TRRGEDY
LIKE THAT?

.

)

N
-

)

KNOWING THAT g
THE SAME FORCES
THAT TOOK THEIR
LOVED ONES
. STILL EXISTS OUT
. THERE?

AH GUESS THEY JUST
GOTTA TRY AN' DEAL
WITH IT THE BEST
THEY CAN...
BUT...

v LIKEWE ALL W UT WHAT IF THE
DO. YOURSELF [ \AN I WS ONCE
INCLUDED. TRIED -- BUT

COULPN'T?

COULD
MY SOUL HRVE
BEEN SO LOST —
SO EMPTY -- THRT
I'DBECOME A

WISH I KNEW,

POO
SUGAH. GUY. HE'S BEEN
il FRETTIN' THIS EVER
SINCE HE FOUND
OUT RBOUT THE
PRST HE CAN'T
REMEMBER.

LIKE
THE FRCT HE WRS
ONCE THE X-MEN'S -- AND
HUMRANITY'S -- GREATEST
NEHEEI'E! o

rEr MREHETD T
THE SELF-STYLED "MASTER
OF MAGNETISM",

GO0OD, 'CUZ WHEN
WE GET HOME .
T'EART Hou.
rer mlm
GONMNA TELL
YOU EVERYTHING
YOU WANNR KNOW =5
ABOUT THE MAN
» YOU WERE.., &




CAN FINALLY
ON WITH BEIN THE MAN SEEING TO THE
N THE MAN YOU ARE." _ PROFPER BURIAL OF THE
: DECEASED SHI'AR CITIZENS
IS REMY LeBERAL, A MAN
WITH A SECRET, [————
BEST KNOWN

AS GAMBIT ...

R TR T
2Ll F O

ANY OBJECT'S

POTENTIAL ENERSY

UTSIPE, AT
THE CITY'S
PERIMETER...

3 ;
s COUPLEDR WITH HIS
MEMEBERESHIF IN THE
OUTLAEW BAND OF
MUTANT HEROES
KNOWN AS THE X=-MEN...

.. HAS MADE HIM A
MUCH-FEARED AND
QOFT-HATEL? MAN IN THE
EYES OF HUMANITY,




| LUCKY FOR HIM, HIS m s ]

TEAMMATES KNOW
NOTHING OF HIS
DARKLY CHECKERED

js  THE PAST HE CAN
NEVER FORGET.

SPECIFICALLY, THE UNHOLY

ALLIANCE HE ONCE STRUCK
WITH ONE OF HIS FRIENDS'

MOST SINISTER FOES...

o HE WOULD LIKELY
BE COUNTED AMONG
— THE MOST REVILED
. MEN IN HISTORY.
s HIS SHAMEFUL ROLE IN
ONE OF THE GREATEST
TRAGEDIES HIS KIND,
HOMO SUPERIOR, HAS
EVER ENDURED...

FOR
ALL DE STURID
TINGS I DONE
AS A PUP...

o ALL
DE LIES AND
DE BETRAYAL
TO ME AN' MY
OWN.,




NP AS THE BANQUET
ENDS IN THE WEE, WEE
HOURS...

THE TRAUMA OF e TVE
HAD A HECKUVA % |
EHE '%'E'i%i‘:‘ﬂ%ﬂf TIME KICKIN' IT OL' WHAT'S ON THAT
TRISH TILBY, I ASCHOOL WITH YR, PE SLPER-GENIUS
"Ex-*, TRISH -- I Uh... } wm:é g;
Hmmn. NEVER : % YOURST

MIND,

ouTr
WITH IT, BLLE...

on, MY/

ALEET THE MEDIR/
IS FORMER AVENGER
HENRY P. McCOY
ACTUALLY TONGUE-

I WARS
JUST WONDERING
ABOUT WHEN WE
GET HOME...

TIED FOR ONCE IN
& HIS LIFE?

THOUGHT, WELL,

MAYBE WE DON'T
HAVE TO GO OUR
SEPARATE WAYS

MAYBE FOR
THE OCCARSIONAL
CHRNGE OF CLOTHES
EVERY NOW AND
' THEM.

I MEAN, HOW
OFTEN DOES A SIMPLE
NEWSCRASTER GO TO THE
OTHER SIDE OF THE GRALRAXY
AMND FIGHT ALIENS WITH HER
BOUNCING, BLUE- FURRED
SIGNIFICANT EXP

THE FIEST TWO

» AND T KNOW WHAT'LL X8
ACTS OF OUR

CORNY, TEAR-JERKER HAPPEN IF WE AGREE
TO PICK UP WHERE WE 2 RELATIONSHIP
35 HAVEN'T MADE

ELICK EVER MADE...
LEFT OFF BEFORE WE 0
oz HECK, : FOR SUCH R
I WAS GOING TO v L WELL-PRCED
BE A SCREENWRITER _ STORY. .
BEFORE I BECAME A s ’,
JOURNALIET .. ey i S0
L LET'S NOT
| RUSH INTO ACT ... AND
THREE JUST NO MRATTER
YET. HOW MANY TIMES
I TRY NOT

HANK, I'VE SEEN EVERY

1
LOVE YOU,
TRISH.

L AR W

N e s e e L _memme o e




Qcmws TO THE SHYI'
MORNING OVER cmum -
THE IMPERIAL THRONEWORLD
IS A TRUE WONDER TO EEH:}LE

#3 ‘ b JEEZOO, T L
B REMY -- YOU LOOK JER=
| OF 175 TWIN SUNS BANKING OFF THE [ O TERRIBLE! £
HORIZON, HERALDING THE NEW DAY... - ks

s THEY ARE MORE THAN
ANXIOUS TO FINALLY BE
MAKING THEIR WAY HOME. |

WHAT IN
THE WORLD WERE
YOU DOIN' ALL

GHT? TINGS,

7 WELL, you =
I cAN TELL US ALL

: TO
SHOW OUR
APPRECIATION FOR
EVERYTHING YOU'VE ... WE'VE NOT
DONE FDE 'DI.JE' ONLY SECURED
FOR YOU THE BEST
TRANSPORT THE
EMPIRE HRS TO




"... BUT THE BEST ESCORT YOU
COULD WANT SHOULD MATTERS
BECOME... UNCERTAIN EN
ROUTE TO EARTH."

' WELL, I'LL
BE A MONKEY'S

-+ IF IT ISN'T
DEATHBIRD !

GREETINGS,
HUMANS. 42
AS
MY FELLOW
WARRIORS IN THE
WAR AGAINST THE
g PHHLHN}':.”

THOUGH
AS ALIENATED
HERE AS
THEY ARE AT
HOME...

.« THEY HAVE
STARED STRAIGHT
INTO THE FRCE OF
ADVERSITY ..

e HHE -
~ /" HAVE FOUND THE

[ COURRGE TO FORGE
AHEAD, UNDAUNTED =
A BY THE UNKNOWN _&
\ FUTURE. S

¥ ANDWHAT'S N
i MOST AMAZING

- IT IS YOUR RIGHT
FOR THE DUTY YOU
HAVE PERFORMED
FOR THE SHI'AR

> B IMPERIUM. ..

ND A5 THE BROYAL CRUISER
LIFTS GENTLY INTO THE
MORNING SKY ...

I PERSONALLY
ENSURE YOLR
SAFE PASSAGE
HOME.

0
wWOLULD BE VERY
PROUD OF THIS

GENERATION
OF X-MEN,
CHRRLES.

THEY
ARE HEROES
IN THE TRUEST

\ SENSE OF THE

WORD

«« THEY
HAVE SET AN
EXAMPLE THAT EVEN
AN EMPRESS AND
HER PEOFLE CRAN




a?c:-uas LATER,
ABOARD THE
STARSHIP.., 1

-l-ﬁ-

.. THE TIME-DISPLACED X-MAN
KNOWN ONLY A5 BISHOP
BCQUAINTS HIMEELE WITH A

GREAT MANY THINGS SHI'AR.

FOR JUST AS HE IS

LERARNING TO GET

B ON WITH HIS LIFE IN

MM AN ERA DECADES
BEFORE Egs WAS EVEN

« 50 1S HE LEARNING

ABOUT THE MYRIAD

OF BEINGS THAT
POPULATE IT.

ONE BEING IN
PRRTICULAR. ..

MYSTIFYING
HISTORY...




NG qp_ﬁ‘ég, e \ THOUGH I HOPE THIS
Y-MANT . b | SILKEN RAIMENT ISN'T
A TOO OFFENSIVE TO

LR

ol b

g TULIIEE HEF el
STUNNING... TO
BEHOLD IN IT AS

YOU ARE IN COMBAT.

——— —

‘
.i'
\

-
.

AND, AS I HAVE
DISCOVERED BY
READING YOUR
PEOPLE'S
HISTORICAL
RECORDS...

MARTIAL
EXPERIENCE 1S
UNPARALLELED
IN THE HOUSE
NERAMANL

——

i

ol W T P s

]

SURELY
IN THAT FUTURE
YOU COME FROM
THERE ARE TIMES
WHEN EVEN A
WERRIOR CAN
DIVEST HER
ARMOE...

«ss AND
SLIP INTO SOME-
THING R BIT MORE...
COMFORTABLEP




HAVE A CARE WHAT SORDID
CHRONICLES YOU SEARCH
AFTER, TERRAN.

THOUGH, FOR
A HUMAMN YOU ARE FRAR
MORE CLEVER THAN I GAVE
YOU CREDIT FOR, BISHOP.,
AFTER ALL, THESE STORIES
ARE WRITTEN IN MY

LANGURGE,

I MUST
REMEMBER TO
¥  KEEP YOU UNDER A
*\ MORE WATCHFUL EYE...

DULL HISTORY
SON.

SAY WE P :
THE TIME ON THE WHY
TO THE STARGATE BY
SPARRING IN THE
SHIF'S HOLOVID

ASSUME YOU
RARE FHMILIFIE 'I"i’iTH
THE TECHNO

SINCE IT HARS -E.Emrfl::

YOU X-MEN SO WELL

IN YOUR *DANGER

ROOM®™,

1

... HER TRUE
NAME BANNED
FROM SHI'AR TONGUE
FOR ALL TIME, SHE
SHALL HERETOFORE
BE .‘ﬂ\"ﬁé‘l"ﬂ ONLY

... DEATHBIRD."




WHAT

ARE YOuU . THAT IS
poineP [ NOT FOR YOUR

EVES!

ARE YOU INSANEF THE
KNOWLEDGE CONTRINED IN
THE SHI'AR CHAPTERHOUSE

IS ANCIENT /

WOULD
YOU DISCARD
YOUR OWN
PAST?

THOSE
STORIES HAVE
MADE ME A PARIAH
AMONG MY PEOPLE
SINCE I WRS LITTLE
MORE THAN A
CHILD/

WHY
SHOULDN'T

I ERADPICATE
THEM?

BECAUSE THE PAST IS
PROLOGLE...

.« AND YOU
WiLL REPEART YOUR
PAST MISTRKES IF YOU
SIMPLY IGNORE
THEM.
ISIT
NOT BETTER [
TO SIMPLY LEARN
FROM THEM AND

MOVE ON..P




IWILL
CONSIDER --
Eh?

BISHOP!
DERTHBIRLD!
BETTER GET UFP
HERE %l’éﬁ‘ﬂ.‘-"’.

WE'VE GOT OURSELVES

A SPATIAL ANOMALY

THAT'D MAKE CAFTAIN
F‘ICHEE;&JHEHD

H
THING SURE THREW '}
US F'R A LOOP,
BERAST...

Y e ANY \
IDER WHF!T IT

IT WAS AN ENERGY
SIGNATURE.

WE
WERE CAUGHT IN
ANOTHER VESSEL'S
WAKE.

[
B
g
E
N

i T A T Wl TR N T T e, e U R e

you ,
KNOW HOW
BIG A SHIP WOLULD
HAVE T'BE T'HAVE
DAT KINDA

i
g

o= i




A AS IF FROM NOWHERE,
it THE MEBMMOTH SHIP
W APPEARS...

.. DWARFING THE SHI'AR
SPACECRAFT AND PASSING
W /T AT TWICE ITS SPEED.
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Y NOT GONNA
il BELIEVE THIS,
FOLKS...

5. > ..BUTNOT

w@/ ONLY IS THRT SHIP
MOVING NERRLY AT
THE SFEED OF
: LIGHT...

« [T APPEARS
IT'S USING ONLY
PRETIAL THRUSTER
CRPRCITY/




YA GOTTA
BE KIDDIN',
BETE!

SHARRA AND KYTHRI JS
PRESERVE LS --/ __ 4SS
rEr I
KNOW WHERE
)\ THAT VESSEL IS
HERDED/

EEnm-IEimﬁ ?

-
\ —

=

"OBSERVE ITS TRAJECTORY,
AND COMPARE IT TO OUR
SHIF'S NARYI-COMPUTER,

ROGLUE. il IPENTICAL TO OURS,
THEMSELVES MILLIONS .
; > GHT-YE . AND IT LERDS TO
B el O\ PLAET. ) ! . EARTH!"

-

"THEY MEAN TOUSE THE [0l .
STARGATE TO TRANSPORT I ITS COURSE IS




1 INCAPABLE OF | | .

ESCAPING THE N

LARGER SHIP'S DT |
W GRAVITATIONAL -
N PuLL.. —

v ALL ABOARD CAN'T [N

HELE BUT WONDER HOW. B
MLCH LONGER EVEN THIS
RESILIENT CRAFT CAN

REMAIN INTACT 1vv

- ANT N

TO SEEIF I CAN ¥

S GET ANY CLOSER |

| TO THE STARGATE

BEFORE THRT /
 SHIP DOES! 4

Y HAVERBRD Y
FEELING WE MAY [
BE 7OO LATE,




, .ij

= MY STARS AND L]

: ). GARTERS! '
] . o —_— _..“ N

I5 THE STARGATE REALLY DESTROYED? AND IF 50, HOW \
THE HECK ARE THE X-MEN EVER GONNA GET HOME?
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