MENs

OUR TITLE IS SIMPLY

‘"I, LUCIFER!"
'NUFF SAID! .,

FEATURING: THE
UNTOLD STORY OF




g UTHE MOST UNUSUAL FIGHTING TEAM .22 TIME!

A BANK ROBBERY
PITSELF IS A SOMEWHAT UNUSUAL
EVENT/ BUT WHEN THE PERNICIOUS
PERPETRATORS ARE ATTIRED IN b
THE GARB OF X=-MEN, THE 2

YOU'RE THE BIG
RAZZAMATAZZ OF THIS
] JOINT, AINT You 2 WELL,

YOU GCT EXACTLY TEN
125 SECONDS TO OPEN THIS

RESULTING TABLEAU MIGHT BE o bl
ri CONSIPERED POSITIVELY : VAULT—’“OR ELSE US
UNIQUE wunl’ e X-MEN'LL PULL IT DOWN
el AROUND YOUR EARS.!

e £F. i a
ALRIGHT, ALL OF You.!
STAND BACK.! I CAN DO
MORE DAMAGE WITH
THIS BASEBALL &AT
THAN A HOMO SAPIEN
CAN WITH A SKERMAN
74

W IT'S A 2
HOLL=-UP!
M why pon'T 3
THE GUARDS ||
AR 1 : y 2o somE- 3
S AN TR THINGZ £ ]/
& i o Er ; I 7 THEY CAN'T-=THOSE
5 5 TWO MEW 7 i HOODLUMS HAVE
o I : X-MENZ T NEVER I | THREATENED TO HARM
S 3 SAW THEIR L | me. PHILBERT IF
i PICTURES IN THE ¥ THEY SO MUCH AS
; PAPER | WHAT MOVES
POWERS DO o
THEY HAVE?
3 P ; ANOTHER
: b, ;) SRR : Y MIGHTY MARVEL
BULLPEN SURPRISE!
EXPERTLY EOITED BY |
STAN LEE
T DON'T KNOW,
il " SKILLFULLY SCRIPTED BY,
LT GONNA ROY THOMAS
RUSH'EM TO RFECTLY PENCILED BYR
EIND UT! JAY GAVIN )
YEAH--B8UT : IDEALLY INKED 8Y
THIS 1S THE IF ANYBODY DEAR ME! T ALWAYS DICK AYERS
FIRST TIME I CAN PULL IT SA/L THOSE et L DY
EVER HEARD OFF, THEY RIDICULOUSLY-
OF ANYBODY CAN/ COSTUMED MUTANTS ARTIE SIMEK
roBBIN' A BaNK I WERE UP TO NO . |
WITH A 84T/ GooD./ 5 7




SO--THE VAULT CAN'T
BE OPENED TiLL TEN,
HUH? WELL, HERE'S
WHERE I UPSET YOUR
PRETTY LITTLE SCHEDULE/

GOOD AT
WALTN'

HERE, PARTNER/ I DID THE
HARD WORK--50 YOU CAN
CARRY THE LoOT!

] BE 6LAD To, PAL!
N FOR TWAT KIND OF
MENIAL LABOR, YOU
CAN COUNT ME ¥/

% THE BIG GUY LET

£ GO OF MR, PHILBERT/
NOW'S MY CHANCE TO
TAKE THEM WITHOUT .

P ENCANGERING ANYBODY/

1 DON'T KNOW WHERE YOU'RE

GETTIN' YOUR /MFO, RUBE, BUT T

THINK YOU'D BETTER TAKE ANOTHER
ey T

THE OTHER
ONE DOESN'T
LOOK SO
INVULNERABLE/
WAITS wWuAT
GIVESR

e
THE BULLETS
SINK RIGHT INTO
HIM..! AND THEN
THEY POP owr
AGAIN!

‘s
IMPOSSIBLE
FOR AN
H-AMAN,
RUBE /

I'VE NEVER
CLAIMED TO
KNOW VERY
MUCH ABOUT
THIS

NO SOONER SAID THAN SONE.

HERE, BUDDY--THAT LITTLE Tov.

WON'T DO YOU ANY GOOD
WITH US ANYwow,”

MY GUN--1T'S AEMOL SSHED/
YOU GUYS AREN'T AUMAN/

RE
MUTANTS,
A\ REMEMBER?




MEANWHILE, THE CLANGING BURGLAR ALARM
HAS NOT GONE IJNHEEPED FOR,.. %

OKAY, savs——movs
IN ON EM/

(et your ceuBs’ i
FROM WHAT I SAW
THRU THE BANK
-WINPOW, GUNS

ARE USELESS.

ONEZ I 65“'0?‘#5#

AND. A FEW FEET AfAY./ #& DOESN'T HAVE A )
FORCE ——
; FIELDY/ ] WHO SAYS I NEEP
. ‘5

AN' NOW, IF You
DON'T MIND-=

ik
YOU'RE TALKIN' THRU

R MAT, MISTER/
WE'VE’ GOT ENOUGH
MEN AROUNP You TO
CORRAL AN ELEPHANT!

WE CAN'T EVEN
ANRE ON HiM./

MAYBE 50, BUT You
AINT GOT NEARLY w4
ENOUGH TO HOLD,
ONTO . THE BLOB:

/

COME _BACK H
COME BACK, L ;Aw

pID You SEE THATZ NOT

ONLY DIP THEY ROB THE
BANK--BUT THEY ALSO

MADE THEIR GETAWAY IN

| PHILBERT'S LIMOUSINES

“F R, AS THE INCREDIBLE IMPDSTERS EMERGE
FROM THE BUILDING..o %,

= UHHNN=

/HE TOSSED US
OFF L!K

RAG 90:{.5'.’

MISTER, FROM WHAT
I'VE SEEN, say
WE'RE LUCKY THEY
WERE ONLY AFTEE
MONE.

O

ALL RIGHT, MEN=—INTD
THE CAR/ NO MATTER
WHAT HAPPENS, WE'RE
GOING TO CATCH US
SOME MUTANTS!

FINE] BUT THEN WHAT
PO WE PO WITH 'EMZ




THAT SELFSAME INSTANT, AS A CAPRICIOUS FATE WOULD
REAL X-MEN HAS JUST MADE
' DIFFICLLT DECISIONS OF HiS

I'M LEAVING THE
't S X-= e

¥

HAVE IT, ONE OF THE
ONE OF " THE MO
ENTIRE LIFE,.,

THERE . I'VE PONE.
|r if r.um_ THIS

-MEN ==/ THAT
7 NOTE T LEFT wiLL
EXPLAIN THE
REASONS --0R AT

| “NEVER HAVE »
Ul () LEAST SOME OF

| THOUGHT L
| COULD FIND

& THAT'S WHY I MUST GO--TD
1 SEE IF, SOMEWHERE, I CAN FIND
N A DOCTOR WHO CAN RID ME OF
i THE .\»\Ermc.E OF MY DEADLY £YE

ot

AND YET, HAVE
I THE R/GHT
TO FEEL THIS
WAY ABOUT

HER-- WHILE

MY EYES MAKE TIL THAT DAY,
ME A THREAT THE WORLD SHALL
To ALL L HEAR NO MORE
ENCOUNTE FROM Tr‘x.— NE IT
KNOWS ONLY AS

CYC’LOJ% !

WJTH THESE THDUGHTS ?‘HE TRAGIC FORM OF
SCOTT SUMMERS DISAPPEARS INTO THE DISTANCE.,

W—lNT THAT BOOK,

DON'T BOTHER, WARREN/
JEANIEZ LET ME

YOU FORGET-- MY
TELEKINETIC POWER CAN
BRING IT FLOATING DOWN

TO ME AT WiLL/

!ii HEY, GROUPY CATCH THIS
CRAZY SCENE ON THE BOOB
TUBE --IT'LL £LOOR YOU.!

COME NOW, BOBBY--MUST
YOU PERSEVERE IN
SUCH BOISTEROUS
EXCLAMATIONS WHILE
'™ 5.

?W)'M

L --AND S0, DESPITE THE EFFORTS oF
0 THE AUTHORITIES, THE ROBBERS

ESCAPED! THERE SEEMS TO BE
LITTLE DOUBT THAT BOTH WERE
MEMBERS OF THE MYSTERIOUS
J\-\UTA;‘VT GR‘OUP KNOWN AS THE

[ ouer, 8088Y.. LET'S

IT WOULD SEEM MOST
IMPERATIVE THAT WE
ENLIGHTEN THE
PROFESSOR - POST |

\ HASTE !

THAT NEWSCAST

SIR, BUT THE TELEVISION HAS
MENTALLYS

REPORTED A MOST SINGULAR
OCCURRENCE--/

IN FACT, I'VE TELEPATH-
ICALLY COMMANDED THE
OTHERS TO JO/N US, AS

I FINISH THE INSTALLATION
OF THIS NEW CEREBROY.!

X-AENT
REMEMBER #

AND, SCANT SECONDS LATER.../ I'VE ]
S3EEN THE PROF
WE GOT | SILENCE, ALL oF\ANrGA’/MMEﬁ |
YOUR CALL, | YOU/ THERE IS NO | THAN HE IS
PROFESSOR Y | TIME TO WASTE cn] RIGHT
THEN YOU | WORLS/ DBSERVE Now./
KNOW ABOUT |THE LARGE SCREEN
THOSE PHONY
X-MENT o




THE RADAR-IMAGE SEAM WHICH| | ASWELL HE sHOULD ! IT IS BUT, THE LAST TIME WE FOUGHT,
I DEVELOPED WILL PETECT ANY CLEAR THAT THE MASSIVE FIGURE | | HE PROMISED TO REFARM IF ryé
OTHER MUTANTS IN THE AREA == 18 INDEED... THE 808,/ AND THE | | DECLINED TO IMPRISON HIMSE,

AND SHOW LIS THEIR FORMS, AS

OTHER, n}ef MACHINE REVEALS,

== > ——|

WE STILL
HAVE THE
LAY GUN
WE EMPLOYED
AGAINST
HiM THEN!

#ISH# 8-S,

DON'T BE TOO CONF/- \ PROFESSOR--I JUST NOTICED/| |FIFTEEN SECONDS LATER, A BREATHLESS BOBBY BLAKE
DENT, HANK ] AFTER ALL,|SCOFT ISN'T HERE, COULD EAPPEARS--WITH DISTURBING NEWS,..

UNUS MAY HAVE ANYTHING HAVE MAPPENEL i 1 SUSPECTED
DISCOVERED SOME WAY |TO HIM? of CYKE .. HE'S GONE,! AS MUCH/ sCOoTT
TC COUNTERACT THAT YEAH!IT ISN'T LIKE WALKED oUT oN us/ HAS SEEMEDP

WEAPON BY NOW.' OLD GAMMA-GAZE TO MISS HE JUST LEFT US TERRIBLY /5~

[—— Mg= A CHANCE FOR A SHORT GOOD-BYE
IN ADPITION , I SENSE ' ACTION! NOTE / \
THAT A TH/R2 ENTITY : 7
HAS MASTERMINPED / % SOMEONE
THIS ENTIRE SCHEME.. HAD BEST

| To DISCREPIT US=~ INVESTI=
SOMEONE OUT OF B\ BGATE HIS
RANGE OF MY ¥4 ABSENCE ./

CEREBRO =

MACHINE!

e

I MUST SEARCH MY

T'AA ON MY iy MEMORY--TRY T0 DISCOVER
THERE NOW/ " | WHICH OF DUR FORMER
ILL FIND J FOES MIGHT BE GLIDING
1! UNUS AND THE BL0BS

u »5 BY YOUR EXPRESSICNS, | I MUST BUILP A MECHAN-
I SEE THAT OUR HIDDEN |/CAL MEMORY-WOUCER,
ENEMY'S SCREEN HAS TO QUICKLY PENETRATE
AFFECTED YOU,Too/ THERE| OUR FOE'S DEFENSES./
IS ONLY ONE SOLUTION ! dMEANWHILE...

FOR ONCE,
g WE'RE WAY AHEAD OF
—_ YOU, PROFESSOR, IT'LL
SCOTT-= J A RELIEF TO LET
OH,SCOTTZ {7 M;E%?SMOFTHJ‘S
ml\.{u ] ¥ NYWAY!
$EE You )
AGAINT | 5./
Ly
I'LL GET
THAT RAY GUN!|
IT MAY
STILL PROVE

EFICACIOUS/)

IT's=~NO USE/

OUR ADVERSARY
HAS SET UP A YEAH-~MAYBE
ITILL EVEN WORK,
FRE IS ONE NAM C'MON--LET'S
WHICH ELUDES ME/ MOVE oUT!



BUuT, EVEN AS THE TEEN=AGE B > “ W sc’THE DIE |15 cAST/
MUTANTS PREPARE FOR BATTLE, JU G iy UNUS AND THE BLOS
THEY CANNOT SUSPECT THAT, o HAVE UNWITTINGLY
TWO THOUSAND MILES AwWAY, Sy : W = | DONE MY BIDDING -~ AND|
ONE PAIR OF EYES~~COLD, ; : } AR 1> A FOOLISH WORLD
HOSTILE; RELENTLESS =~ § BELIEVES THEY ARE
WATCHES INTENTLY FOR /. 4 ; : o [ LT RENEGADE X-MEN,
THEIR APPEARANCE,,, MERELY SEEKING

EVEN MY TWO MASQUER~-

i ADING MINIONS--REALIZE

THAT I, LUCIEER?, HAVE

IN MIND 4 PURPOSE FAR
MORE COMPLEX, FAR

g MORE SINISTER,

e
ETHE VIVACIOUS YILLAIN OF X~MEN
#8, RIGHT 2 RIGHT/! .. OL’ STAN.

“EOR, IT WAS ONLY DAYS AGO THAT, WHILE TESTING
MY ULTRA-SCANNER, T DISCOVERED,,."

THUS, FATE HAD PLACED WITHIN MY REACH 7H/@
OF THE MOST POWERFUL MUTANTS IN THE WORLD:
AND, AS I WAITED, BIDING MY TIME,.."

WHAT'S T#//$? HAVE THE LOCAL
YOKELS RUN OUTTA MEN, SO
THEY HAVETA SEND &/PPOS

AGAINST
T'M GONNA MAKE
YOU SWALLOW THEM
WORDS, BLSTER /

"Jﬂﬁ O ANYONE ;'na u:us!

yﬁE!T iumu'rls wITH
Tou, RO
1

L
e

V) Y
EASY, BLOB I'VE
HEARD'A THIS GUY/
THEY SAY HE'S TOUGH,

: ]

NOBOPLY 'S TOUGHER THAN TWE &LO8/
I'LL TEACH, THAT RUBE To BRING

HIS CIRCUS\INTO THE SAME TOWN
WHERE MY CARNY'S PLAYINY

"HOWEVER,."

BUT THERE'S NOTHIN' I CAN'T
SMASH THRU ...
LEASTWAYS , NO
TILL NOW!

I CON'T GET IT/ NOBODY's &L HE'S GETTING UP/ 48
HALTED ME LIKE THAT BETTER MAKE MY
EXCEFT -- THE X-AMEN, MOVE ==

pA A A
NOW, THERE'S AN IPEAS
WHAT IF THIS CLOWN IS
A MUTANT-=LIKE MEZ

I DIDN'T EVEN 3
REACH HIM! HES
PROTECTED BY
SOME KINDA
INVISIBLE
SKIELLS
-

L}
YET, ANY
={ NORMAL MAN

WOULD HAVE
BOUNCED BACK--HE
WAS MERELY STOPPEDY




[TBUT, UNUS FARED NO BETTER THAN HAD ncﬁua“
LE,.1

CAN'T BULGE HIM.)!
THERE'S JUST ONE
POSSIBLE ANSWER..,
A
2
1LOOK, MISTER--
WHAT SAY WE
CALL THIS
MATCH A BRAW?
I'VE GOT SOME-
THIN' I WANNA
TALK TO YOU
ABOUT--
LATER!
[ —

P
RIGHT! AND WHEN
THOSE COSTUMED
ELOWNS COME ouT
TO S7OP US-- WE'LL
POLISH 'EM OFF,
ONCE AN' FOR ALL [

| BOTH GOT GRUDGES AGAINST 'me
| X-MEN, WE'LL FRAME FHEM FOR
’ OUR ROBBERIES !

NOW YER TALKIN'S
I BEEN WAITIN' A
LONG TIME FOR
THIS!®

B SINCE X-MEN® 7, TO BE
EXACTS--SMILEY.

"AND 50, S00N AFTERWARD, THE TWO MOMD~ mm'
MET ‘G.MN--LTTTLE REALIZMIG IT WAS I, £24,
WHO HAD PLANTED THE IDEA IN THE[R MINDS

THEN I WAS R/IGHT, BLOB-- |
YOU ARE A MUTANT, JUST

LIKE Msfxszﬂséa -
SOMEHD [}

A CUP'A COFFEE
. WHILE WE SEE
WHAT ELSE WE
GOT IN COMMON 2

OEAY MARVELITES==THAT'S ENOUGH OF LUCIFER'S
SAHGUWMY SOLILOQUIES FOR THE MOMENT, NOW, AS
HIS HUMAN PUPPETS COMAMIT THEIR SECOND CRIME, THE
EYES OF CVELOPS ARE UPON THEM.,,

C'MON, BROTHER X-MAN

-=OUR CLUB TREASURY

CAN U/SE THIS EXTRA 8
LOOT.! pm

TWO CRIMINALS--
PRESSEP IN X-MEN
UNIFORMS, THAT BULKY
ONE LOOKS LIKE TWE 8LOB ).
-=AND, COULD THE
OTHER BE.,.. UNUS?

['VeT, THIS ISN'T Afy AFFAIR--3 BESIDES, SURELY THE
FOR I'VE PROMISED MYSELF PUBLIC REALIZES THAT
NOT To BECOME AN X-MAN 4 THEY'RE NOT REALLY
AGAIN--LUNTIL I CAN
| CONTROL MY AWESOME, £,
| POTENTIALLY DEADLY
POWER !

SEE, MABEL? T
¥y TOLL YOU WE

W SHOULD'A RUN THEM CRUMMY
MUTIES OUTTA TOWN LONG
AGO,"

YOU WERE R/GHT,
H'EEM.AH’ NEXT TIME,
I'LL LISTEN ToYou!

S NOW WE'RE
B ONTO THEM./

50--THE CROWD
8 HAS ANSWERED My
b QUESTION FOR ME.
I MUST HEED THE
CALL=-AS LONG AS
ALL MUTANTS ARE
REGARDED AS

MONSTERS.

EXACTLY ONE MINUTE LATER.., / PHONIES? DOES
HE MEAN THAT
ALL RIGHT, YOU MISGUIDED MISFITS! | THOSE OTHER TWO
ONE OF THE REAL ¥-MEN IS HERE/ |--ARE JUST 3
NOW, WHICH OF YOU WANTS T BE  [AMPOSTERS? ) T'LL
THE FIRST Te cm;ssg YOU'RE BOTH
HOM,

IT's eveLors) |

WE THOUGHT

You'D NEVER
K.

YEAH., HELP
US WITH THIS
MONEY-SACK,



cIve
OR, PERHAPS I SHOULD SAY-=AN EVE/

I DON'T DARE UNLEASH. A BLOW
PIRECTLY AT == UNTIL. T

sunk:ﬁ;mo—?il. IVE YOU A HAND/

AM CERTAIN THEY ARE MUTANTS, §
WHQ WOULD ENLY BE STUWNNED
BY MY POWER

BLAST IT! THEYRE
STILL KEEPING UP THE %
| PRETENSE THAT I'M /3 0 A2
| owe oF Thems cot 3
TO MAKE THEM BLURT} 8
OUT THE TRUTH/

J—

HERE, YOU FAKES! Z#/s
CUGHT TO CONVINCE THE
CROWD WE'RE ON 0PPOSITE L)

=
\

SIPES/

WILL STOP US
FROM GETTIN'
HURT!

SURE--JUST V't
LIKE CYKE

GET THE
YOUNGEST

ONE FIRST/ HE |

LOOKS LIKE
THE MoOsT

AS USUAL, A MOB
SELDOM MAKES THE
| RIGHT DECISION! NOwW
| THE CROWD'S TURNING
| ON AIE./

I-I'VE RA/LEDS
INSTEAD OF MELPING,
I'VE MERELY ALLOWED
THEM TO DISCREDIT
THE X-MEN SLRTNER,”

Look) H
RUNNING

~=WHICH MEANS
THAT I HAVE TO
CONTACT THE

OTHERS, PERHAPS

BUT, AT LEAST I
LEARNED WHe THE
BOGUS X-MEN ARE/
FROM THE way
THEY SPOKE, THEY
MUST BE THE
BLOB AND UNUS=-=

MUTANTS -~ BEFOR
IT'S 700 LATE,




MEANWHILE, THE NEFARIOUS LUCIFER IS 4LS0 UPSET,
THOUGH FOR QUITE DIFFERENT REASONS

ONLY OME X-MAN PARE ToO ATTACK

= [T CANVNOT BE/

HAVE MY PLANS ALL COME TO MAUGHT ? DOES jolis

My

I HAVE PLANNEC
TOO CAREFULLY/
THEY MUST
ATTACK--AS A
TEAM !

BUT--PERHAPS I SPOKE
700 SOON FOR, THERE
IS THE MUTANT KNOWN -ll
AS,, THE ANGEL,! HE

FLIES TOWARDS UNUS
ANDG THE BLOB/

THE OTHE =]
X-MEN BE _|
FAR BEHINDE |

| FORGET, GROUP--'TIS

THE NEXT SECOND, LUCIFER'S RIN’GING WORDS COME
TRUE, AS... - -
DON'T -

THEN, ARMED WITH THE WEAPON WHICH ONCE BEFORE
DEFEATED THE AWESOME LMUS,
X-MAN MAKES HIS PLAY...

THE ANTHROPOID

'EM, BEASTIE-
BoY! BUT, I'LL BE
HOVERING NEARBY,
JUST IN CASE/

FECKLESS FOE,

WELL , IT'5 ABOUT
TIME YOU GLORY-|
BOYS SHOWED UP/
WE SEEN WA TINT
FOR YA e

PRUDENT [
ACT/

IT GRIEVES ME TO THE QLHCK ]

REALIZE THAT YOU NAVE
DISAVOWED YOUR PLEDGE oF
ETERNAL HONESTY.

NOW, PREPARE FOR THE
CONSEQUENCES OF YOUR iM-=

cuar YAKKIN' AND

FIRE Awdy, FooL/

I DON'T HAVE ALL

LAY TO LISTEN TO
vou.!

AS YOU WILL, MY FRIEND. ONE
DOSE CF TW/S PEVICE, AND YOUR
MUTANT POWER WILL NO LONGER
BE YOURS To CONTROL/

THAT'S STRANGE-'

AND, AS THE BLINDING GLARE

FADES AWAY.,,
OKAY, YOU JUNIOR-
GRADE GORILLA/ NOW IT'S MY TURN
--I BEEN wnnm FOR THIS MOMENT
FOR MORE
THAN A
VEAR/,

NEITHER OF THEM SUSPECTS THAT
T AM RESPONSIBLE FOR UNUS'
IMMUNITY-~AND ALSO FOR HIS
"WUYNCH" THAT THE RAY WOULD NO

FOR,I POSSESS

POWERS THAT
THE WORLD

CAN SCARCELY
IMAGIME S




| HAVE A cARE, UNUS !
VIOLENCE CAN BE SO
FLEBEIAN/

SOOOF/> HE MADE THE
SIDEWALK /E¥./ CAN'T
THE STAGE STAND UP/

1S SET!

STAND STILL,
YA BLASTED MUTANT
MONKEY.! GET EM
BLOB. ey

SUHHH-==/=
THIS WON'T
STOP US

8uT IT'LL
SLOwW you

LOWN,
AN YHOW,

GUDDENLY, HOWEVER, AN ATTACK
TOMES FROM A NEW QUARTER...

OKAY=~IF YOU | e
WON'T SURRENDER, |
I'LL HAVE To TRY [ }
s TO WING YOU, ?
YS! YOU MUTENTS | || MERE, e =
L ARE ALL MENACES! y
= EE

—_—

DIVERT WIS 7
ATTENTION Z
FROM HANK

AND BOBBY,

IN MY CASE, THATS
2| A GREAT CHOICE
OF WORDS/!

COME DOWN,
ANBEL/ DON'T
FORCE ME To
L FIRE/

# JUST THE SAME, I'M
GLAD THE PROF HAD
ME SPEND AN HOUR

PRACTICING EWASION.
TACTICS THIS
MORNING/

{ ¥OU BETTER

BELIEVE IT!



CYKE/ TALK ABOU ?| |ABOVE GROUND, THE BONA FIDE X-MEN

SIGHTS FOR SORE W MAKE A HURRIED EXIT,,/—
EYES/ YoU SHOWED : A B ITS GREAT b
UP JUST IN TTME ¢ _ ot (SEE SOME AcTion AGAIN/

BUT, WHERE'VE

- & ;
LOOK’ ONE OF 1 t BIGHT NOW,
THEM BLASTED WE'D BETTER
A MOLE RIGHT ’ SPLIT THAT
THROUGH THED 3 CROWD'S STILL
PAVEMENT-=AN f WITH YOUR LISUAL ANGRY/
TWo OTHERS 0 PERSPICACITY, CYCLOPS, e

FELL THRY rT, ’ YOUVE PROPERLY

'VE BEEN RIPPEN Y

OUTTA TOWN ON s

A RA/L BEFORE,
BUT THIS IS
RuprcUtous.! }

SHUDPDUP AND
KEEP YER A&4D
DOwN/ WE'LL BE

SHE HAD TO STAY BEHIND--TO
| HELP THE PROFESSOR.” WE'LL
& FILL YOU IN ON THE "WAY/

SO/ THE ONE I MOMENTS LATER, AT A CERTAIN
SEEK MOST POINT IN THE GREAT DESERT IN
STILL CLOSETS ! | |THE SOUTHWESTERN PORTION OF
* HIMSELF IN THE UNITED STATES, A STRANGE,
SECRECY, \ j OMINOUS DOME APPEARS FROM
EH? - WITHIN THE VERY HEART OF A
CRAGGY MESA,.

AH/ MY MENTO-WAVE
RECE/VER INDICATES THAT
PROFESSOR XAVIER HAS
ALREADY PENETRATELD

MY MENTAL SCREEN/

BUT, LUCIFER W e canor susacT\ @ 7 YET NO EVES SEE

o M st g THAT T DESIREL HIM - AND NO VOICE REPORTS
i e d THIS AWESOME SIGHT-=

MEAN ING ’OF \ w . TO FIND ME-=THAT, = ONE WHICH MAY WELL
PETERMINE THE FATE OF

THE £ARTH ITSELF .-/,




AS THE OPALESCENT GASES WHICH PREVENT ITS PETECTION
FROM THE AIR FADE AWAY, AN AWESOME STRUCTURE HALTS
ITS STRANGE, SILENT ASCENT ./ THEN, TWO MASSIVE PANELS
PART~-TO REVEAL A GIGANTIC CANNON WHICH, ALMOST
INSTANTLY, FIRES A BLAST OF ENFRGY INTO THE ATMOSPHERE ... IS

AND NOW, THE TIME HAS
COME. ALTHOUGH I FAILED A
IN MY SCHEME T® LOCATE
XAVIER--HE HAS FOUND
ME/! THAT WAS HIS FIRST
MISTAKE IN DEALING
WITH ME--AND IT SHALL &=
BE HIS LAST, AS WELL/ % X i ¥ - :
. . 4 ; NOW, My POTENT BEAM WILL
RIDE HIS OWN MENTAL WAVES
BACK TO THEIR SOURCE ==
BACK TC THE PROFESSOR
HIMSELF/ AND THEN, THE
FIRST PART OF MY TASK WILL
W2\ BE COMPLETED,, THE WORLD
WILL BE..O0URS/!




AT THAT WITH THIS DEVICE, T SUDDENLY, WITHOUT WARNING, BEFORE THE MUTANT
SELFSAME HAVE MENTALLY PIN- LEADER CAN ANSWER THE ANXIOUS MARVEL GIRL ..
INSTANT, A POINTED OUR HIDPEN :

HE'S ATTACKING ME--
| THRU My OWN MIND.S
NC TIME TC PREPARE A
FENSES

ANTAGONIST./

S
PROFESSOR =~
WHO /5 IT2
CAN YOU TELL
ME 2

THANK HEAVEN--HE'S ALIVE!
AND YET, HIS HEARTBEAT IS
SO SLOW-- HE MUST BE
CONTINUING TO BREATHE BY
SHEER MENTAL EFFORT./
BUT-- HE CANNOT MOVEY!

BUT MO/ HE CAN'T
| PROFESSOR -~ WHAT'S Wl BE DEAD./ HE JusT
HAPPENED 2 cAN

r BE--/

HE'S... S0 R16/8, SO
UNMOVING/ 1T's TRl TO SEE IF HIS
ALMOST 8 AHEART STILL
- BEATS/

SN

IN MY MIND - -I CAN READ

HiS THOUGHTS ! BUT, THEY'RE
FAINT-=DISTANT/ 3

COMPLYING WITH PROFESSOR X' URGENT COMMAND,
JEAN ABRUPTLY DISCOVERS. |

WHOSE POWERS AND PURPOSE
STAGGER THE MORTAL
IMAGINATION=-~OF THE ONE T
KNOW oMLY BY HIS EARTHLY
NAME OF,, LUCIFERS

COMING THRU MORE
CLEARLY!

SO LISTEN

WITH HIM ! LISTEN,
FOR, THE FATE OF ALL
HUMANITY HANGS IN I
THE BALANCE/




YEARS AGO, FASCINATED BY TALES I NAD “AT THE GATE, MY SUSPICIONS WERE CONFIRMED,,"
ERIOUS WALLED CITY IN THE LR sl e

SOME
HEARD ©F A MYST)
SHAPOW OF THE HIMALAYAS, T JOURNEYEC THRU IT IS FORB/OOEN THAT ANY THANK You.! my
THE RUGGED TERRAIN OF TIBE OUTSIDER MAY PASS THIS MISSION IS ONE OF
——— " : GATE, YET--1I BELIEVE yoU [i)} PEACE, I ASSURE
SHOULD BE ALLOWED you/s
APMITTANCE . |

THIS IS MY
DESTINATION/

IT'S AS THOUGH MY ENTIRE THESE TWO ARE UNDER

LIFE, MY LULTIMATE DESTINY, THE MENTAL DOMINATION

WERE SOMEHOW BOUND LP OF ANOTHER'S BRAIN! I
BEHIND THOSE GRIM, GREY WALLS/ . CAN FEEL IT/

"INSIDE THE CITY, I WASSFL THE THOUGHT-WAVES I AM INTRIGUED BY YOUR GREAT WALLED
AWARE OF SIN/STER "% OF THESE PEOPLE--THEY CITY, AND I WISH AN AURIENCE WITH ITS
S FOCUSED emsaees o INDICATE A8JECT FEAR
OF THE TYRANT WHO NAY, BUT THAT IS /MPOSSIBLE/!
RULES THEM / FOR, OUR MASTER DWELLS WITHIN
-, = YONPER CITADEL--AND EVEN WE |

@R coME! 15 | | ARE NEVER PERMITTED TO GAZE
/ "

"/
S0/ A visiToR
HAS comE/
HE WILL BEAR

CLOSE
WATCHING/! ]

To KNOW?

AMAZING. My SILENT | [PEXERCISING MY MENTAL POWERS T0 THE FULLEST
PROBING REVEALS XTENT, I MADE AN INCREDIBLE DISCOVERY,
i ; HIGHLY-COMPLICATED . - _
INERY INSIDE \ o A g
é;g,zomﬁizu_; THE TYRANT'S DOMICILE! : s
IT 1S AS IF-~ | S o
TIME HAS
CEASED o
EXIST FOR US
~-SINCE HIS
COMING.!

NOW, I MUST
GO/ I CAN
SAY NO MORE.

WO our THEY ARE MADE
N T AMUST PR %\ T2 f OF METALS NOT FAOLUND
B, e B ON EARTH/ THE ONE
BARE THE : - WHO HOLDS THIS CITY
. et IN HIS SWAY-=[S

T O $E 1, £ FROM ANOTHER WORLO.




"HASTILY LOCATING SOME OF THE MORE REBELL-
ioUS ELEMENTS OF THE AREA, I OUTLINED A PLAN

2 CBVICUSLY,
TO THEM..."

EVIDENTLY, THE MACHINES +
THERE 13

ENABLE THE ALIEN TO CONGTRDL

SELECTED MINDS AMON
THE POPULACE--ANP THESE, 1 TO THIS
IN TURN, KEEP THE OTHER 5 SITUATION YOUR NAMELESS MASTER
THAN THE MELPLESS--IF YOU WILL HELP.
ME STORM HIS PALACE/

CITIZENS IN LINE,/
4 MERE
ENSLAVEMENT ¥

OF ONE LONE

Yk
THAT
FOREIGN
PEVIL
MUST NOT
e LEAVE
AY, THAT WILL WE Di N\ 4 THIS
WE HAVE LONG AWAITED A DWELLING
N ! ALIVES

‘o
i A LEALER L3 ;
""5 ?‘ﬁ STRUGGLE AGAINST ma.'r B i
J WL UNSEEN FIEND! \

WBUT, T HAD UNPERESTIMATED THE TRUE CUNNING
AND POWER OF MY RELENTLESS, VIGILANT FOE.."

Loox oyr’
THAT
CHANPELIER-=
IT'S

7
EALLING=~]
=

BY MEANS YOU WOULP NOT UNDER
STAND, I HAVE LOCATED A TUMNEL LUEKILY, MY MUTANT P
INTO THE CASTLE/ ONCE INSIDE, BRAIN SENSED
WE WILL OVERTHROW ANY GUARDS TREACHERY FROM
--AND YOUR ANCIENT HOMELAND SOME

WILL BE £REE AGAIN.

W AREE/ DARE WE HOAF IS
FOR SUCH A THING 2

LONG AGO, WE WERE
OUR OWN MASTERS/
CAN SUCH A DAY
PAWN ONCE MORET




THE TYRANT MUST "AS WE APPROACHED THE TUNNEL,."
% BE AWARE OF OUR .
PLANS / OUR ONLY THE FooLs/! pip

CHANCE |S TOACT--| | THEY THINK ME
NOW.! IGNORANT OF

WE SHALL THAT CORRIDOR
FOLLOW WHERE BENEATH THIS
= YOU LEAD, ANCIENT

OUTSIDER| |ciTADELR fio2

THEN COME-
SWIFTLY. EVEN
NOW, HE MAY
BE PREPARING
HIS DEFENSES,!

Y’ THE MEREST

FLICK OF A
SWITCH=--ANP IT
SHALL BECOME
THEIR 70M&./

THAT RUMBLING ==/
THE WALLS THEM-
SELVES ARE CLOSING

NOTHING CAN STOP THEM ./
WE FOLLOWED THE STRANGER
TC OUR LooM.’

s v.

NO--DON'T GIVE UP/

KEEP STRUGGLING -~
THERE IS S77LL

A WAY--/

AND PRAY THAT
MY MUTANT BRAIN
CAN LOCATE THE
MACHINERY WHICH
MOVES THESE WALLS
WITHIN MOMENTS,/

"FORTUNATELY, THE FATES WERE WITH ME--AND,
FIFTEEN ANXIOUS SECONDS LATER.."

I'VE SFOUND IT/ ALREADY, AS T RIP
THESE ESSENTIAL WIRES, THE WALLS §
:  BEGIN TO OPEN AGAIN. .

L A BALL OF F/RE--RUSHING
2 TOWARDPS S THRU THE
TUNNEL/ NO PLACE To RUN-




PETECTED A HATCH, PLACED--HERE S

THE TOWNSPEOPLE ARE MOMENTARILY ENGULFED § 25
|=-BUT THE FIREBALL IS .
EXTINGUISKED B

WHILE PROBING THIS CHAMBER A MINUTE AGO, I L

"WHILE, IN ANOTHER SUBTERRANEA
THE PALACE,.,"

THE INTRUDER IS A
FORMIDABLE OPPONENT/
| STILL, HE IS FORE~-
POOMED TO £AIL LIRE
WHEN MATCHED
AGAINST MY SUPERICR B

BUT waAIT

¥OU HAVE SPENT ENOUGH TIME IN SECTOw 4/,
| A NEW SANCTUARY HAS BEEN READIED IN
ECTOR 8"/ PROCEED THERE AT ONCE/

I SHALL £E&7T THESE
INSIGNIFICANT BEINGS
; RRUN THE CASTLE/
BUT, THE FINAL VICTORY
SHALL BE oues.’

ND, INPEED, JUST A TIME LATER,

ICUT OFF THE SUPPLY
OF WATER--AND THE
FLOOD DRAINED
AWAY IMMEDI-
ATELY/

AT THIS DISTANCE,
I CAN USE MY OWN
MIND TO PROTECT
THEIRS FROM
THE ENEMY'S
., INFLUENCE/ _

LONG SHALL THIS
DAY LIVE IN OUR
MEMORIES/

AGENT ONE-

RELAY SYSTEMS
AN UPRISING

AMONG THE
EARTHLINGS,
SUPREME
S ONE ./ IT SHALL
P\ BE CRUSHED!

NO/ TAKE NO
RISKS WHICH
MIGHT PROVE
FATAL TO
OUR CAUSES &

"MEANWHILE , NOT FAR AwWA
THE MAIN ATTAC

IT iS FOR THE
e BEST! THEY

THE PECPLE
CoULD NEVER |

TYRANT STILL.
ELUDES THEM/,

FOR,I FEEL
ALL LIFE ON .
EALTH MAY BE

AT STAKE/




MY TRUE,
PURPOSE
You SHALL
NEVER KNOW |
-~BUT,ON THIS
PLANETI |
CALL MYSELF
o LUCIFERY

AND NOW--THAT NAME
SHALL BE THE &AL

THING YOU HEAR/ PREPARE |
TO DIE--FOR DARING TO
OPPOSE THAT WHICH NO
MORTAL CAN

COMPREHEND,

THAT GREAT SLAB ---
RELEASED FROM ABOVE
AT THE TOUCH OF A
SWITCH,! I-- CAN'T
DODPGE --IN TIMET

"PINNED BENEATH THE INEXORABLE
WEIGHT OF THE MASSIVE SLAB, T
HEARD MY TORMENTOR'S VOICE /'
THRU A MIST WHICH SEEMED To

BE ENVELOPING MY BRAIN,.."

50-=You
STILL SURVIVE [
LIVE, THEN--
PERHAPS IT IS
FATED THAT You
AND I MEET
AGAIN ONE DAY,

"BEFORE MY EYES, A MOMENT BEFORE I LOST
CONSCIOUSNESS, LUCIFER DISAPPEARED --INTO THE
VERY WALL ITSELF.,."

BUT, REMEMBER

THIS==IT IS EVER
THE STRONG WHO
ARE MEANT TO
RULE/S AND WE
ARE THE STRONG,

WHO DOES HE MEAN U
BY "WE'"2 IS HE ACTU-
ALLY THE HERALD OF
A FAR GREATER
MENACE -~ FROM
THE S7TARS?

THEN, AS THE PARALYZED MENTAL MUTANT mncLuoes
HIS STARTLING NARRATION, .. g -
- e YES, JEAN. AND, 3

THEN=--THAT |5 HOW % IT 15 YET
YOU LOST THE USE OF ANOTHER REASON 4
YOUR LEGS YEARS WHY I FOUNDED 3

AGO/ THE X-MEN.’

FOR, T KNEW
THAT ONE DAY

HAVE TO MEET
OF LUCIFER!

WE STE RN PESERT,,

MANKIND WOULD }
THE RENEWED THREAT

BuT, EVEN XAWIER DOES NOT FULLY REALIZE
JUST HOW URGENT MANKIND'S PLIGHT TRULY /8.7
FOR, AT THIS VERY SECOND, 3ENEATH THE SOUTH-

y IT IS DONE/ I HAVE
CONQUERED THE ONE EARTHLY
MIND WHICH MIGHT HAVE DIS-
COVERED MY INTENTIONS IN
TIME TO THWART THEM !

| AND NOW, THE TIME
PRAWS NEAR, WHEN
MY RACE SHALL
FULFILL ITS M|SSION---
ITS MAGNIFICENT
LCESTINYS



MY SWAY OVER AN ENTIRE CITY,
' AT CLOSE RANGE ! BUT, MY
EXPERIMENT WITH UNUS AND
THE BLOB FROVES THAT LONGER
DOISTANCES ARE NOw POSSIBLE !

SUPREME OWE,
AFTER YEARS
OF OBSERVATION,
OF EXPERIMEN=
TATION, ANG OF
WATCHFUL
WAITING -~ T
CAN ANNOUNCE
THAT=-=THE TIME
HAS COME FOR
e POMINUS !

IN ASIA, T MANAGED To EXTEND |

/ SOON, WO MATION SHALL

ESCAPE THE TENTACLES

OF CUR POWER/ MANKIND
SHALL EXIST ONLY TO
SERVE us./

AT LAST! OUR RACE HAS
WAITED LONG To POSSESS
, THIS INCONSEQUENTIAL
WORLD -~ FOR IT SHALL
BE A STEPPING STONE To
GALAXIES ANDP UNIVERSES
WHICH .CAN EASILY PWARF

THE PALTRY EARTH!

SCHOOL.,,,

70 VENTURE OUT
NOW/ IF NO ONE

MEANWHILE, UNAWARE OF THE EARTH-SHATTERING
EVENTS WHICH HAVE TRANSPIRED SINCE THEY LEFT
WESTCHESTER , THE FUGITIVE X-MEN PREPARE TD
RETURN TO THEIR UNIQUE/

BOY/ I THOUGHT
IT WAS NEVER
GONNA GET DARK!

UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES,
CYCLOPS, THAT SEEMS A
MOST SUPERFLUOUS
PIECE OF ADVICE./

MAKING THEIR WAY 3ACK, THE FOUR MUTANTS DISCOVER..,

MARVEL GIRL! | SCOTT, YOU'VE RETURNED.! BUT, 700 k

WHAT HAPPENED
TO THE
PROFESSOR?

LATEY HE WAS PARALYZED,..BY

LUCIFER]|

WHAT ABOUT THE - 3
PROF? WILL HE
ULL THRUZ

THEN START
RELAYING, GIRL!



FEVERISHLY, DESPERATELY, WiTH MANUAL SKILLS FAR
BEYOND THOSE OF MOST NON-MUTANTS, A WORRIED
HANK McCOY LABORS AGAINST TIME ITSELF/ AND,

FINALLY,,,
THE PROFESSOR'S MENTAL
MESSAGES ARE GETTING WEAKER--
ALMOST /IMAUO/BLE! IF YOU AREN'T
;INPSHED WITH THAT DISTORTER

I'M... TRY/AS, TEAN I1T'S
A COMPLICATED PIECE
OF MACHINERY, BUT

INK...YES, THAT

I POES IT!

LOOK, HE-~HE'S
STIRRING! IT'S

Wo,
b S
HE'S GOING
TO BE ALL

AS A TENSE SILENCE GRIPS THE X-MEN, THE
HELMET IS PLACED ON THEIR LEADER'S
ANXIOUS SECONDS LATEK..,

DISTORTER-|
HEAD, AND,

ES, I--THINK T WiLL==
THANKS TO THE &E4ST
" AND MARVEL GIRL !

HE CAN
MOVE ! THE
PAEALYS!S,

THEN, AFTER A FAST BRIEFING -~ | QUIET, JEAN,
LUCIFER ALMOST
BEAT US BEFORE!

WHILE UNDER THE
INFLUENCE OF LUCIFER'S |4
BEAM, I MANAGED TO . §
PIN-POINT ITS SOURCE/

QUR PESTINATION
IS... THE

' NO, BOBBY--KEEP THEM

COMING. HANK AND I CAN

KEEP UP WITH Yol /
Alleli e fptel

THE WAY SCOTT SNAPPED
AT ME A WHILE AGD/ HOW
COULP T EVER HAVE

THOUGHT HE MIGHT
CARE FOR ME 2

BEAST/ you
MAY START
LOADING THE

MINUTSES LATER, A SEEMINGLY S0LIP WALL OF THE STATELY SCHOOL-
BUILDING RISES-~TO REVEAL A SLEEK PRIVATE JET, POISED MOMENTARILY
~BEFORE ROCKETING SKYWARD,,, Jes =)

B YOU KNOW, BEAST, I CAN'T
AS YOU KNOW, I PURCHASED THIS | WAIT TO GET MY ICY MITTS
PLANE SEVERAL WEEKS AGO-- ON LUCIFER! I DON'T LIKE
BUT OUR ENCOUNTERS WITH THE HAVIN' PEOPLE THINK WE'RE
SENTINELS AND MAGNETD KEPT cRooKSs!
US TOO BUSY TD USE IT BEFORE/,

IT'S BEEN ESPECIALLY Io
FITTED FOR SHOR
TAKE-OFFS AND

NGR DO I, My
FRIGID FRIEND!
BUT, MORE THAN
OUR REPUTATIONS

ARE AT STAKE--IF I

LANDINGS, \ PEOLCE CORRECTLY!

FOR, ALTHOUGH WE DO NOT
KNOW THE PRECISE NATURE OF
LUCIFER'S MENACE To US...

W IT MAY WELL
BE THAT W&
S/X ARE THE
EARTH'S SOLE

HOPE FOR
SURVIvaL /!

NEXT /SSUEY
TNE smsfnm,
S/NISTER RET OF.




