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¢4 THE REST A
SINGLE LUXURY
DAIMY TgECMH B R e —
O OF | Smeac 5'\% il | TEN WEEKS ACGO, UPON
T'AE;-HM STAYS |'BE = Bl | YASHIDA SHINGEN'S
WHE @ ey B D!j‘ngH THE TITLE
ED TO H/S FIRST- i
“BORN; HIS DAUGHTER R
MARIKO, I'M HER (OVER.
HER CHAMPION -~ AND

IN FIVE DAYS ., I
BECOME HER CONSORT,

WOLVERINE 2V 1T 1S GOOD TO SEE YOU,
a1\ TOVARISCH. WE HAVE BEEN
- - TOO LONG APART

WHAT A TRIP, LOGAN
AN EEmHE 747,

WE HAD
A.LL O OU
PILOT SAID IT WAS 'THE

PLANE THE
. EMPEH::R LISES [/
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ARE YOU WELL, MEIN FREUND? YOUR LETTERS WERE TERSE AS AL-
, . WAYS, BUT I MANAGED TO READ BETWEEN THE

LINES -- IT SQUNDED LIKE YOU HAD A PRETTY
ROLIGH TIME.
— THERE WERE

MOMENTS,

: ‘ B:-‘r.ﬂ W R =

p g ¢ QUTFIT. T MAKES YOU sy
LOOK VERY NEARLY CIVILIZED. AN o |

“VWHAT THE HECK IS THAT

AROUND KITTY'S NECK?! _

THEY DIDN'T SAY A WORD ! © .. HE'S MY
AND LOCKHEED ISN'T A ERIEND.?
PET, NIGHTCRAWLER...

DON'T YOU ‘
DARE SNARL, AT
LOCKHEED / o o E R
WOLVERINE S

\ MY FRIEND,
A TOO/

FEISTY LITTLE

CRITTER, AIN'T

HE 2 REMINDS
ME OF ME.

LOGAN-SAN, ONE

OF THE X-MEN
REMAINS IN
THE GENKEN. YO NOT

R T

HEARING. TASTE, TOUCH, SME

)

| DR s e,




IF IT WERE UP
TO ME, M'IKD,
1I'D CUT OUT
HER HEART.

/ LOGAN, SHE 15 NO LONGER OUR ENEMY.
PROFESSOR XAVIER HAS ACCEPTED HER

YOU AGREED
_ 7O THAT, ORCRO 2

FIGURES. ANY
QUTFIT THAT'LL
TAKE ME AS A
MEMBER'LL
ADMIT

LITTLE OF YOUR-
SELF, WOLVERINE,
AND 1 THINK
JUDGE YOUR

\ COMRADES TOO
A, HARSHLY.

FEELINGS, SHE IS
QUR QUEST AND;,
A5 SUCH...

EE

_WILL BE TREATED wWiTH T
ALL DUE COURTESY
AND RESPECT.

WELCOME, ROGUE - SAN.
. MAY YOUR STAY WITH US
P BE A HAPPY ONE.

T ITHANK N
YOU, LADY
MARIKO.

MAKE YOURSELVES COMFORTABLE,
PEOPLE. THERE'RE REFRESHMENTS
IF YOU WANT ‘EM ...

A L 8
GREAT IDEAS WHAT DAY IS
THIS, ANYWAY? DID WE GAIN

OR LOSE ONE CROSSING THE
INTERNATIONAL DATE LINE?




{ THE *BUIGS? 1 PLANTED WORK | R CHRIS rAUL ~ BOB
PEREECTLY. I CAN HEAR EVERY : CLAREMONT SMITH  WIACEK
WORD SAID ACROSS THE WAy, = > WRITER DENCILER INKER

{ THE X-MEN ARE B _ | : GLYNIS WEIN, coforist « TOM ORZECHOWSKIL, fetterer
- Iq r L

e e AND -_ LOUISE JONES JIM SHOOTER

THEY EXPECT NO EDITOR EOITOR-IN-CHIEF

TROUBLE. WHY -'_

SHOULD THEY ? 4

A WEDDING IS s { YOU'VE BEEN ON

A JOrCousS e WOLVERINE'S TRAIL FOR 8¢

k3 DAYS, SKULKER. IF HE : SRR RSN ;

ittt | [P

W I :

PORCELAIN DOLL, HEDVE | |88 < 52 4900

{ LUCKILY FOR

[ HIM-- LESS SO
FOR YOU-- HE
HAS NOTHING
TO FEAR.. }
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 IF I STRIKE
TONIGHT,

THEY WiLL BE
EASY PREY. ?
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CHE'S A PERFECT TARGET.
I COULD HAVE
KILLED HIAt EASILY. >

< BUT, FOR
NOW. I PREFER
> HIM ALIVE FOR
QUESTIONING. >

_;_—J # -'

THAT ——— FROM THE | {1 AM THE = { TO ATTACK ME
SOUND--! 1 DIDN‘T mGEGmF; sﬁﬁﬁﬂq; IS DEATH.” >
HEAR ANY- | DOOR -~ d

THING. FLESH
ON METAL,
A FIGHTING
KICK !

"PORT ME OVER { MY ARMOR IS
THERE, ELF [ PROQF AGAINST
o . YOUR STRONG-
EST BLOWS. >

£ AND MY

ENERGY
BLADE CAN
CUT THROUGH

GRAB THE
LADY, ELF.
MAKE SURE
SHE'S SAFE .

_-:.sr




{ WHERE ELSE { HOW ABOUT AN
 WOULD I 8EZS EXPLANATIONZ »
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< ASK HIM,
NOT ME.
HES THE
VILLAIN. >

< I'LL GIVE YOU

THE ONLY ANSWER
YOU DESERVE,
GAIJIN-~ >

{-- 4
¥ COWARD'S
» DEATH ./
THE
BRUISER'S
MINE S




| YOU SPEAK AS THOUGH
THE "l!u"‘:lhi-ﬂu.l"-f-- i, e YOU KNOW HE"‘E; .
SHE'S GONE f - > o

THAT'S HER
STYLE, PAL.

SHOULD
WE TRY 7O
FIND HER 7

SHE'S DONE
HE GOQD _ g S
DEED FR THE P NN T s R e oo . T
DAY, ELF. LET N N —— e N
HER GO. PET et ~ NAVIE'S YUKIO, SHE CONSIDERS HERSELF A\l
e N RONIN, A MASTERLESS SAMURAI. SHE'S i
SN GOOD, TOO, ALMOST ON A PAR WITH ME. 8

ra o

8 * we useD TO BE... |i&

{ * . FRIENDS. '}
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DO NOT BE --ONCE. i . RN RS SR o
AFRAID, I | pP— = ko O R e e
SHALL NOT WHAT A ¢ o e ke
DROP YOU., RIDE -~

ONE IN A |
MILLION -~ ' i o
1 .L'DWD '_.__.-—"" . . SR 5 '_ 'E_"' !

THAT'S WHAT MADE THE EXPERIENCE
EXGQUISITE. —

LIFE IS THE ULTIMATE
ADVENTURE, ¥WIND-RIDER,
AND DEATH THE PRIZE
THAT AWAITS US ALL.

’ SAYONARA ;
CRORQ-SAN...

ol
A - —
e e r'q:!ﬂ.ﬁ'i'-" -

THE WOMAN
IS MAD...

1 RECOGNIZED THE MAN-- KENIUCHIO MARADA, THE SILVER )T
SAMURAI, HE AND HIS MISTRESS, VIPER, FOUGHT THE NEW & =
MUTANTS RECENTLY, AND KILLED r::rNE OF
THEM, XIAN COY MANH. *
—r  WAS HE
S FOLLOWING US,

J LOGAN, ORYOU ?

{ 1S THERE A
CONNECTION DE-
TWEEN HIf AND

YCU, HIM AND

MAYBE SO. MARIKO'S DAD, SHINGEM, USED -
THE CLAN AS A POWER BASE FROM WHICH HE
SEIZED CONTROL OF THE JAPANESE LINDERWORLD
HE WAS AN AMBITIOUS MAN. T DOCUBT HEN BE
SATISFIED WITH THAT, HE MAY HAVE ABEEN WORKIN

WITH VIPER TQ EXPAMND HIS INFLLIENCE WORLD - WIDE

=y Y gy ) OE——

SEE NEWMUTANTS #5 57 L,
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CAN THIS SHINGEN PERSON BE J ALREADY DONE, "
STOPPED ? PETEY, BY ME. -
GREAT ! THEN WE CAN ﬂ
QUESTION HIM IN PRISON, (r%#
RIGHT, AN’ GET ALL THE N <
ANSWERS WE NEED. .. N _
e j <
L l...-,'::.l)
; T “"1?3#
' Lt 4
q Fy i
/ o ’ I I':'}.I

1 DO NOT
THINK 50,
MATZCHEN.,

WHADDAYA MEAN,
FUZZY-ELFZ OF
COURSE, WE ...

LATAAEN "j LinE TH'L. !
FEEL SORRY EOR THI°
N SHE CARES FOR AL
BEL IEVES (%) 8E - PUIT
EVERY 50 OFTEN, SHE
GETS REAINDED--
LARD .- THAT WE SOAE
EROAM TWO DIECERENT
WORLDS AN THHAT
WINE ISN'T LERY NACE

&

o
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; LY

N
i :( :,_ ;
S \ il a1y

i o e

I_ll‘: ._.:!_
(17 i
-

< WOULD THAT HIS
DEATH HAD
BROUGHT AN END
TO MY NIGHTMARE. »

v IN HONOR, LOGAN
DID WHAT I MYSELF
WOLLD HAVE HAD
TO DO-- FACED MY
FATHER !N SINGLE
COMBAT, TO THE
DEATH. »

{ SHINGEN
DISGRACED HIS
MNAME, HIS
FEAMILY -- HE
DESERVED
HIS ESATE. )

8
I
T-.:.:;'
| o .
| & Y (Y AMEETING
: b TOMNIGHT,
ANDNIGHT.
il COMNE ALONE --
A HARADA. ">

s E

B | IT FALLS

| TO ME TO
ATONE FOR
MY FATHER'S
CRIMES. »

I HAVE TOLD
NO ONE OF THIS
SUMMONS... )

. ESPECIALLY |
NOT My A
BELOVED. >

I AM LORD

OF CLAN
YASHIDA. )

CITIS A TASK I

ME%E?C?MP! ISH
L E.

b""——

{ TONI, I

WiILL BE COUT
FOR AWHILE.
LOGAN-54A4A4
AND OUQ
GLIESTS

ARE NOT

TO KNOW. .%}'r'




BLESS
YOu, LADY

N e R

Ll Bl

1 = y &l
o
= Wl A T

—— e, ML Ld

- v )
« FOR THE NOBLE FOOL YOU ARE. , BEFORE THIS NIGHT IS QUT, MY o THE X-MEN WILL BE IN NO CONDITION IS
- : e CHAMPION,: THE SILVER SAMURAL, TO S5AVE -- OR AVENGE -- YOU.. 2

e 1';5_-_'-'.-“ WiLL HAVE EITHER 72OUR ABDICATION 5y =

LR OR YOUR HEAD. AND ONCE I AM
'::-.:L: =y E e THRDUGH HEHE faw -

P P oy o
L . %

SOAIEOWE !?TE'EFH THE e
MOUSENOLD DOES TNE THERE'S LIGHTNING — THE GROWL OF THUNDER-- OVER
mﬁm KNOW MER, TOMYO B4y, AN’ I WONDER IF THAT'S ORORCD'S DOING ==

U NO SURPRISE— I BEING AN ELEMENTAL, WEATHER AROLIND MER TENDS ——
HAVE YET T' MEET MOST O TO MIMIC HER EMOTIONAL STATE. USUALLY, THOUGH. 73
THE ;m:sw WORK AS A RESULT, SHE HOLDS HERSELF.ON A TiGHT REIN

IT'S A LOUSY WAY T'LIVE, BUT
SHE NEVER SEEMED T'MIND.

THAT'S CHANGED.




CWILL N < MO THANK YOU, YOSHI. © HAVE SOME TEA, | & MANY THESE ARE
THERE BE WELL CALL (F WE DARLIN®, IT'LL THANKS, LOVELY
HN‘E TETJING NEED TOU. > 2B : LOGAN . * ' APARTMENTS.
ELSE, = m e {0 ot e
LOGAN- 3 TN R R o Tt = iy, Lk 0 y o *-:-p:rﬁ.t
SAMAZ> [ £ -
F LN RS, o R (N e wg:__;.ic.__q e ‘
e i §Ei
AR sk 2 )\ f A
SR ‘3 iy "H-.':-i G H;g_-{ﬁ
g jf‘%ﬁ: J:.i?;% ) i
'?‘ .-ir :-::.-:."'.E'.': o “ ¥ 25

SO ARE YOU,
MY FRIEND.

DIFFERENT, B

i RO SR 2 ——

s o P T

THAT FR SURE. WHATEVER ROAD
1 FIGURED MY LIFE'D TAKE, I DIDN'Y =
COUNT ON IT LEADIN' HERE . -
- _ LOOK AT ME --

D A ROUGHNECHK
o Rk ' : i Y CANADIAN MOUNTAIN
MAN, ABOUT T'MARRY
THE DAUGHTER COF ONE OF
THE OLDEST, MOST POWER -
FUL, MQOST RESPECTED
FAMILIES IN JAPAN, I
A\ STILL DON'T BELIEVE IT'S f
. REALLY HAPPENIN' {
B THIS HAS GCTTA BE
A DREAM .

_1

)

';\-T~==*ﬁ

vy
_|

o T
4 o -
i - .

T

IF MARIKO ACCEPTS TG%J.
WHAT ELSE MATTERS

BECAUSE TO SHAME ME, SHINGEN WU
PART O ME ASKED ME IF I WAS
DOESN'T WORTHY. 1 GLESS
THINK IT'S DEEP WHN INSIDE, I
RIGHT. 4 STILL HAVE DOUBTS
. ABOUT THE ANSWER.

DUT 1 SENSE DEEPER Wit
CONCERN, LOGAN. JlN

-

el

YAHS THE CLAN'S I WANTED CARTE BLANCHE TO
INVOLVEMENT IN DEAL WITH THE PROBLEM, BUT
CRIMINAL AFFAIRS -- M IKO SAID NO. SHE'S GOT
THANKS TO SHINGEN-- (COURAGE, 'RORO, AN' MORE
IS FAR MORE SMARTS'N ME, BUT SHE'S QUT
EXTENSIVE THAN OF HER DEPTH. 1'M SCARED
MARIKO SUSPECTS. SHE'LL BE CORRUPTED, SHAPED
THOSE TIES WON'T BY CIRCLIMSTANCE INTO HER

BE EASY TO FATHER'S IMAGE. I'VE SEEN
SEVER . IT HAPPEN BEFORE.

1 FEEL SO FLAMIN® N
MHELPLESS.” THIS KIND'A

SCRAP'S TOO SUBTLE
F'R ME, I DON'T
KNOW HOW TO
HANDLE I7.




I WIEH MY OWN
CONFLICT WERE AS
CLEAR - T

1 THINK I HOPE
YOI LUMNDER - rrrrly )

ESTIMATE e

YOUR LADY STHANGE -- THE

i FEA SHOULDN T — R & A
B, B | HAVE THAT O 2 A W
| ” AFTERTASTE - - P | P/

1 SO FAINT 1 - - =Trl )

BARELY NOTICED 4 R

5 &) STORM--

f DON'T
% DRINK S

 BLESSED ‘1
GODDESS - -
NOS

[ ¢ HERE'S YOUR CAR, LADY
L AMARIKO, AS YO REQUESTED. )Y

‘ 3% A

/3 SN r,..a

L e ———— e — ik

< THANK YOU.,
\ MATSUO-SAN. >

ITS ON THE WATERFRONT

{ TAKE ME A WAREHOUSE. »

T THIS = S
ANDRESS, S - P
PLEASE > /T -

« WAarT
FHERE

< CERTAINLY, MILADY,
ANYTHING 'OL/ EHY »




. IN WHOSE OFFICES -+ LONG
AFTER HOURS-- 1S SCOTT
SUMMERS, GRANDSON QF
THE BOSS ... .

s T MME | e v
| PREDECESSOR -

AS LEADER OF |

THE X-MEN.

il
i, I
-« HOME - }ﬁ{;a[?ﬁ
MHE;;- | \ A |
AIRLINES ...

=

BLIRNING THE ‘ ) ) ;E;:'

MIDNIGHT OIL, E s e 1 WAS
s GOING

ol TO ASK :

THE SAME :

R T M
]

; .

e R S O
B_E iy - = iah o

;

g

=1 f M‘EW‘ T
WHAT BRINGS
YOU HERE ?

SCCTTY, JEAN GREY ¥ I WANT TO BELIEYE THAT, ALEX, BUT THINGS KEEP
1S DEAD Y MADELYNE HAPPENING., FROM THE MOMENT WE MET, SHE AND 1
PRYOR BEARS AN BEHAVED LIKE PECOPLE WHQO'D KNOWN EACH OTHER,
UNCANNY RESEMBLANCE] INTIMATELY, FOR YEARS /! ON OUR FIRST DATE, SHE
TO HER-- BUT THAT'S OFFERED TO FIX MY FAVORITE BREAKFAST. WHEN 1
ALL S ASKED HOW SHE KNEW WHAT IT WAS, SHE SAID,
“"SIMPLE, I READ MINDS. *

IT'S AN EXPRESSION,
SCOTT ! SHE COLLD
HAVE FOUND QUT
FROM GRAND'MA f

- . ; ..OF A PLANE THAT
WHAT ABOUT B | SCOTT YOU TWO | | 1 HAVE YO KNOW | | vl ar Oty

ER ASH 2 2 AHE Al : ' gl
ARE YOU TRYING :
7O DESTROY IT 2f

MADELYNE Vet
WAS THE SOLE %
SURVIVOR ...
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¢ I AAM NABATONE
YOKUSE, MILADY, I
MHAVE BEEN ASKED
TO ARBITRATE

THIS CONFLICT. »

{ EVEN I HAVE
HEARD OF THE
GRAND OYABUN
OF THE YAKUZA ,
THE SOLE RIAL
CRIMELORD AAY
FATHER SPARED.)

L
&
A
L,
."I
b
s
i
L I'|
'.'l
-.

{ HOWEVER, MY
PRESENCE /15
SOLELY QUT OF
THE LITTLE
RESPECT OWED 10
MY HALF-BROTHER
AS A SIBLING, KNOW, \|
HARADA-SAN., ., ¥

h—u—_

<. THAT I
RULE CLAN
YASHIDA, AND
Wilt DO SO
'‘TIL 1 DIE. »

¢ I ACKNOWLEDGE [
NQ AUTHORITY
SAVE THE
EMPERCOR.

{ YOLR
RULING
MEANS .
NOTHING, > |

::E"i'i
R ET
BC MRS B9 A 4%
¥ W oh e T Ee iy R O (i
S i B4 3 Pl Y I 00 Y,
B

iy,

< THAT CAN BE
ARRANGED. > _

/_;/ i ¢ I AM HERE,
Y HAaRADA-SAN, AS
A

”i.p-""

—_—T—- -
C SILENCE! > £ LADY MARIKO,

YOU REQUESTED. »

{ I ASSUME
THE WOMAN IS

==\ yOLUR COMPAT-
RICT, VIPER? >

= .I Lo
o e e e O e

YOUR WORDS
ARE NOT
HELPFUL. >

< I AM .SHWG-EN'S ONLY
SON S HE PROMISED
ME THE CLAN S )

¢ YOUR CLAIAM
1S DENIED YL »

KEEFP YOUR WORD? I

COYABDN, /5 THIS HOW YOU S

¢ GODS CURSE YOU,

WOMAN, YOU'VE

SIGNED YOUR DEATH
WARRANT 7 >

=
=y e~ WY
V', i__*mn:-r--i"ﬂ};

/ . M

WAS %1//

GUARANTEED SAFE CONDUCT! > JiIl

¢ YOU ARE A CRIMINAL,
LIKE QUR FATHER. YOU
HAVE DISHONORED QUR
MNAME, FORFEITED
YOUR HERITAGE. }

L



' L HOW

G 4epes” QuicksY
¥ M, X o 7

LADY MARIKQ _ : - FORGET. >

{ WE HAVE

LUNFINISHED

BUSINESS,
SAMURAL »

1 FOLLOWED THE LIMOUSINE ALL THE Eeoaiss
wAY HERE. SINCE IT NEVER STOPPED

< VIPER DiSAPPEAREDS
SHE AMUST BE USING
THE SAME TELEFORT
DEVICE THE SAMURAS
USED TO ESCAFPE
WAOLVERINE AND ME
EARLIER THIS

EVENING I »




< DOES
MY SPEED
SURFRISE
YOU,
YUKIO? >

£ FOR ALt MY
BULK, I AM AS
FAST A% YOU S »

T g gt R A L, ] e e o Y

. aemmemman . ceRsEWAeRl
AEEEWENNR T NN RE
fri.:'-?:'!:
I:-"h .

G TRy peme LT8R T

0 0 T e g R I o e i

¢ BUT HE'S COMING
VERY CLOSE. I'D BETTER
BE CAREFUIL. » .

FOG ! I'VE NEVER A A e R IT'S SO
KNOWN ONE TO RISE | Br e sy THICK [
SO SUDDENLY -- THE R g S CAN BARELY
NIGHT WAS CLEAR A e e SEE THE

WHEN WE ARRIVED. ] o

YOLIR GAMBIT (i
STEP OUT, LADY MARIKC, " FAILED. T WILL |5
THERE'S A GOOD GIRL. COST YOUR LIFE. E

P TR e R EE AT
e e e e R

=




WAS YUKIO'S HEAR ME-- SHE IS
AND 15 THUS UNCONSCIOUS
FAR PROVING | SHE IS LUCKY TO
MOST BE ALIVE. MY GUST
SUCCESSFUL. J OF WIND WAS
MEANT ONLY TO
DISARM HER...

THE "GAME!T "?SHE CANNDT

s

o BUT IT
BLEW

QUT OF

CONTROL

~aar FHYSICALLY,
I AM NO
MATCH FOr (J
THE SAMURAL.
IF I AMTO
SAVE YUKIO...

WE SHALL BE FINE, TH!S IS OQUR SORTQOF

WORK . LUSE THE CAR TELEPHONE TO SUMMON
THE PCOLICE. AS YUKIO -
DD ME.

BUT WHAT OF YOU.

STORM, AND YUKIO?!I )

HURRY. THE \ WHAT IS5 WRONG WITH MEZ!
LONGER YOU | LATELY, I HAVE BEEN
REMAIN, THE 2 WIELDING MY POWERS LIKE

A NOVICE-- AND THE HARDER
1 TRY TO PUT THINGS RIGHT,
THE WORSE THEY
SEEM TO GET.

¥

(GREATER THE
DANGER !

THANK GOOD-
NESS 1 CAN
STILL FLY.

e 3 THERE IS YUKIO, HARD-PRESSED BY THE ¥ AND LOVING
i EVEREEI#IUTE

SAMURA] ... *

. I MUST RISK SUMMONING

AYY LIGHTNING --




SPLENDID, MUTANT. YOU HAVE
DONE PRECISELY WHAT 1

r EXPECTED OF YOU.
s

*'.::?“'5'5‘ MY TRAP IS SPRUNG ... L8

OO MUCH POWER-- 1
CANNOT DAMPEN IT--

1 AM ELECTRO-
CUTING HIM !

_1‘

I MUST DRAW
THE BOLTS BACHK
INTO MYSELF f

< THIS WASN'T
PART OF

< AND SO A4M
If SHE'S
FLINGING
STRAY BOLTS
GLL OVER THIS
WARE -

& EXPLOSIVES--
TONS OF 'EM S
AND STORM'S
SETTING
THEM OFFS >

HER - SCREAMING S HAPPEN!NGL\.

,: =M | .I,:? By AlL THAT'S HOLY--D h TO HER 71?7 3 _}

THAT SQUND-- IT'S




< SHE'S ON FIRE -~ HER CIF T CAN REACH HER , SISY
POWER'S GONE WILD, IT'S | | 3ET HER OUT OF HERE, L 32~

CONSLIAING HMER ! SHE MAYBE THATLL DO
CAN'T BREAK THE PSYCHIC
CIRCLIIT, STUOP THE
LIGHTNING ! »

L

< HOW L
CONVENIEN™-- Faaieh
WE'RE O ER
WATER. 1
WASAN'T

ONLY WE K

“iT BEFORE o

THAT ENTIRE e
MESS .. > i

< ON THE OTHER
HAND, THE

SLIGHTEST TOLKCHM

COULD GET ME

¢ MARIKOD'S
KiMOND

Y IEN'T MUCH
PROTECTION - -
BUT IT'S ALL
I HAVE. >

< AND MY MOMIENTLIM'S
CARBYING LIS TOYWARDS
THE MWINDOW. >

0
3 -
o T T L
s, L

AT
o
3

"""-‘.'-.. - e,

'.'1..'.




MERCIFUL
GODDESS !

( M CANNOT BE. 1 WAS
HALLUCINATING. WHAT
1 SAW COULD NOT
EXIST. ;

SOME FIRE-

WGRH‘L—

I WISH 1 HAD. THE X-MEN BELIEVED
PHOENIX DESTROYED LDHG AGO--
S BUT CAN AN ENTITY SUCH AS
et SHE TRULY DIE 7 e

== ESPECIALLY THAT
BIRD IMAGE.
YOU DO THAT?

.....

o

DOES THIS MANIFESTATION MEAN

SHE HAS SOMEHOW RESTORED @
{ MERSELFZ!
o I SUPPOSE, 7O YOU,

THIS WAS SIMPLY
ANOTHER GOQOD TIME®?

1 ENYY YOU YOUR MADNESS,
YUKIQ. IT IS A LUXURY

DENIED ME EVER SINCE MY
POWERS FIRST APPEARED.
MY SAFETY, AND THAT OF
THOSE AROUND ME,
REQUIRES AN INNER
SERENITY-- AN ABSQO-
LUTE HARMONY WITH
THE WORLD, WITH
LIFE ITSELF=-= 1
HAVE LATELY

LOST.

IS THAT WHY THINGS WENT CRAZY
IN THE WAREHOUSE 2 —

FC}R THE s
DEATH OF ' T 1L
MY SGUL fq . i
INFINITELY :
FREFERABLE
10O THE
ALTERNATIVE.




.. YET THROUGH SOME
MIRACLE, I SURVIVED S >

{ THE WiIND-
WITCH AND
THE WitD ONE
DD THEIR

WORST... »
P

M | < BUT WHAT OF VIPER
. HN.D HHE.-‘I TDHE - HH ?f ;
THE BLAST LAID WASTE je—

TO THE ENTIRE o
DOCKYARD [ »

. PPL L DL L VL P } ‘;
x _-'-- 'r_..i_,.-:l'
- .
a5y
| t LS

¢ HAH! WHAT- Y
EVER THE OLD " ... VIPER'S
MAN'S FATE .. > FABLED
M LUCK STILL

HOLDS ! »

f.--

{ RUN, WOMEN -- HIDE AS
BEST YOU CAN-- FOR MY
DEATHMARK IS UPON YOU S
WHEN I HAVE FINISHED
WITH MY HALF-SISTER...
S i T ] :
WILL BE ; ' . o e,
YOUR T N\ L
TURNS ™ - Lt . ;

na
: =

|- = -

WHAT WAS THAT 2! WHERE ARE WE | IT'LL HAVE TO WAIT. LA
I THOUGHT 1 GOING, YUKIO 7 | WE'RE NEITHER OF US : T
HEARD LAUGHTER ! 4 IN"ANY SHAPE TO
B i | TRAVEL, OR FIGHT.
HAVE 1 LOST : :
MY WITS AS WELL, ¥
TO BELIEVE THE
WINDS THEMSELVES
MOCK ME, THAT 4
THE VERY NIGHT
AIR HAS TURNED
EViL <

-------

SEEN TOO MK OF M,

g’pmms ARE CRITICAL. 1F

S




o2 . o . IF THE SAMURAL ISN'T
THEY'LL LOOK ' \ STOPPED, HE'LL TRY
. AGAIN. MORE INNQ-
' ’ CENT PECPLE MIGHT

AFTER YOL AN’
THE . X-MEN b ; ;

WHILE I'M GONE. R > - I WILL NOT PERMIT THIS, LOGANS \ BE HURT. YOU
P . YOU ARE TQOQ ILL, IT IS SLICIDE ! WANT THAT, DARLIN'?

Y BESIDES, - o AH'M COMINT
M KO, MY oy TAF By A, WITH YOuU,
LOVE, HOW'RE 58 A 1 ) R WOLVERINE .
YOU GONNA B ;

STOP ME 7 S

o L
H =
".‘I'.l. AN EEEE S S F ENS EN ¥ A m Y B FEEE
. i W L.
R
== W . L v

AMAA AN X-MAN, MISTER, XAVIER SAID SO { HOW'M AH S'POSED
S . - A T° PROVE MAHSELF IF
| WORK WITH HIm, § = A NONE O YOU'LL
Lo THEN,; KIDDO, & - S JIVE ME THE
P g CHANCE, huh?!

{ AH'M HALF-ALIEN, REMEMBER?
IT WASN'T SO EFFECTIVE ON ME.

CONSIDERIN® QUR CONDITION,
AN’ WHAT'S AT STAKE, YOU
NEED A BACK- LIP.

WHAT ABQUT
THE POISON?

MAKES SENSE -- MUCH
AS 1 WISH IT DIDN'T.

BUT YOU FOLLOW MY
LEAD: YOUNGSTER
MY ORDERS--

- EWV'RY FLAMIN® STEP
O" THE WAY S

b

ZLTAGPSYOUREIDEAD G =




F YOU KNEW SLSH..

The Bulipen s a8 quist as Davey Jones Lockar
Wnﬂ-hﬂﬂuﬂuuﬂhm R
fore anyone says thal we've all bean “out to lunch”
for years, aliow me o point out that this is a special
occasion ~ Mome Kuramoto, paste-up and pror
duction sce, has wed wiuslly evervone in the
Bulipen off © his favorite Japaness restaursm in
ks Hom i mﬁ

KW, IS faw = @ PODLar n
Honorabie Momie-anan swaarn by i, and, hey, the
stuft must be good for you judging from Mormie,
Hﬁthp:h.nﬂlluﬂhlm:m’tpﬁmgm

TEN COM BMEN... AND A CON LADY!
Ever besn 0 8 Comics Comyention ™

\

in cace

—-lmﬁ;aﬂ

sTAWDINZ ’

Macchio, Bob Budiansky, Car
Fotts and Al Mi . I'il be Hvare t00. Of course
and so will Archie Goodwin, Editoriai Director of
EPIC Nustrated and the EPIC Cormics Line. Yes,
the entire Marvel Comaics Craative Brain Trust will
ha there — alf of the paopse in charge of 8l of Mar
vel's publications. Thia s your charce 10 get at
M, 10 Show YOur SAMpeeE, SEK your QUesTIONS. o

‘-:-.-Q‘*l""

LN S

SHOFS,,.

EEEE=

prasze. Tra San Dego Con s @

Diago Convention and Performing Arts
m,um:.‘mwmmwam
Diego, August through Tth. more
niormation write o: Gene at San

Comic Convention, 150 S. James., Orange,
Huwﬂwu’unﬁrm me. Whila
ail the editors are off in San back hara, the
asgigtant aditors will ba in chamge and all on thair
owrnt! And whila ha cat's away

AND HWO'W, EVEN BIGGER NEWST
e &= simpla a8 this — tham's a Terme Naw jons
ing 10 the covers of Marval pubiications| Tgae
o Dok '

The new lock will be debuting an the somics
which goon sale in July, Watch for i

AND Ok THAY BOTE...
S0 long for now, 1'm going 1o ordes mysa aham
anrl gwies on rye from tha deil dow™ on {he come-
Raw fish 7 Baloney
Sizy we'
T
-.'irﬂENIIB'

= ---'-\.-\.':. |mIE FL
60 121 SOLD v SOELVALTY




% MARVEL COMICS GROUP

387 Park Avenue South
New York, New York 10016

Hi, guys! I'm Kitty, Kitty Pryde
- the kid with the dragon! Offi-
cially I'm Aerial... nol a bad
name, huh? Better than
Sprite! Louise, Danny, Chris,
Paul, Bob and everybody
have been getting lots of mail
about reinstating the X-Men
Letters Column, but they've
all been so busy they haven't
had time, so when | offered to
lend a hand the guys were re-
ally gratefull Now let's see
some mail...

Dearesl Waezie,
It you don't put the letters page back in lhe
X-MEN and stop the flood of complaints I'm

recalving, I'll go mad and become a killer

vampire pervert, and murder you by draining

all the blood from your body through an ar-

lary in your finely turnad, delicate little ankle.

Heh. Heh. Heh, heh, hah. Hah, heh, hah,
heh hah

Sincarely, and with love and

Dloodlust,

BIG JM SHOOTER

P.5. Soaking you anklesax in garlic won't
save you. I'm aPolish killer vampire pervert.

| told you we ware geting lots of mail.
Now you know and | know that Jim's re-
ally a teddy bear who has your best inter-
est at heart, even if he /s as tall as Colos-
sus and almost as cute, but il's sensible
not to take chancesa, right? | mean,

Lousie might actually take to wearing

garlic soaked anklesox...| Yuck!

Dear Near-Omnipotents,

| must contess that X-MEN #166 was
good = no, outstanding. Brayo! | think thai
this issue's theme - that we are all com
posed ol both good and evil — should con-
hinue to be emphasized. The X-Men's char-
acters and their imernal conflicts say to the
readar that a hero is not a hero simply be-
cause he Is all-good or all-poweriul, nor i1s a
villain a villain because he is all evil. The dii-
terence betwean them, essentially, comes
down to the choices they make. The difter-
ence is values. Not life versus death, but
self-convenience versus sell-sacrifice. This
15 true tor all of us, though, usually of course,
not in Quite so dramatic a way as it is for the

X-Men, Thank you for granting us this in-
sight into ourselves

T.N. Fiasher

(No Address Givan)

| dunno about themes, T.N,, it's my life
-~ our lives. | figure I'm a nice kid but |
know I'm not perfect, | sometimes do
things that, afterwards, | think are pretty
lousy. Doesn't everyone? But when |
realize what I've done, | resolve not to do
it again. i possible, | try to make amends.
That's the difference, | figure, between
good and bad. A good person learns
from hie mistakes. He grows and ma-
tures. A bad person simply doesn't care.

Dear xX-Feople,

Once you're all done with the sleazoid
businass, | wani 1o see Binary give Rogue &
good punch In tha nose

Staphanie Dea
12114 Little Creek Drive
Potomac, MD 20854

Me, tool

Dear Editor,

Language is a fascinaling thing. it Is a ool
we Use to shape and give substance to the
limitless possibilities our minds are capable
of summoning up. A miraculous ool when
you consider how well it does its job. A tragic
tool when you realize how much is left "un-
sand.”

Some wollld say that “telepathy” could be
the only rue communication - of simple har-
monies, complex rhythms, and endlessly
twisting motifs.

And so we have the Acantl. Should they
ever acquire a copy of X-MEN #166, | imaq-
ine thay will be pleased that, with the piiiful
limitations of humans, you have captured a
part of their language s essence and suc-
cassiully conveyed it to your audience,
Perhaps you will be fortunate enough 10 be
included in some small way in their song -a
note, maybe a chord of thanks which is
yours alona. | like to think so.

Lawrence M. Schoen, Director
Caonter for Psycholinguistic Resaarch
Box 4686

North Hollywood, CA 91607

Before we left, 10 return to Earth, the
PropheiSinger reestablished his
mindlink with Ororo and then, through
her, with all of us, to sing us farewell. It
wasn't music, or h = there were no
words — just sensations, emotions. For
that time, the Acanti bgcame a part of me
- or us all. Every note, every concepl,
touched a resonanl chord. We were all
bound together and then, gently, let go. It
broke Ororo's heart to sever her link with
the ProphetSinger. After that, | under-
stood why. I'm glad it wasn't me who
melded with him because | don't think
I'd've had Ororo's courage. |'d have
stayed with them forever.

X-Men:
Charles Xavier hosting a Brood egg?!!”?
Hoooh ha-whaaaaahahahal!
Howcum nobody else’s laughing? It's just
a joke, ian't it, about Professor X hosting a

Brood eqgq? It isa joke, isn't it? (Isn'tit?!)
Michelle Head
6585 S. Ogden St.
Littleton, CO 80121

Rilight.

Dear Loulse, Chris, Paul, Bob and every-
one:

“Live Free or Die” was without doubt tha
best issue thus far of the “Brood™ saga and |
must say the new Smith'Wiacek look ana
texture of the X-Men is to be admired.

The plight of the Acanti and Ororo's role in
it was haunting. Binary's reflections (“All I've
done is,.. figh, kill, survive. Thara's no joy in
mea anymora.”) servad to prove her maturity
as a character. A lesser woman {(or man)
might nol have been able to see past her
suddan spectrum of new talents 1o the hig-
den core beneath the surface.

it is impossible not to notice Wolvarine's
evolution from X-MEN #9094 to the present
and | approve of the change. He hasn't lost
his fire or passion, ye! he's gained insight
and emotion, setting him apant from other
comic-book “psyches,” who are maniacs,
pure and simple, with no personal essance
beyond that anger. | suspeci the ariginal
Wolverine would have made his decision
much more quickly and would have attemp-
ted to kill the X-Men - for the wrong reasons/
That Logan would have been thinking only
of his personal safety, not of his friends’
need for a dignified death.

Finally, | cant wait uniti the X-Men meet
the New Mutants

Suzy Peterson
83056 Axson St
Jacksonville, FL 32221

if you ask me, Suzy, the last thing the
X-men need are a bunch'a little kids run-
ning around the mansion, getting under-
foot. But since when did Professor X ever
pay any attention to my opinion...? You
know, Suzy, Wolvie may not seem to you
1o be a crazy man anymose but when he
gets a certain look in his eye, watch out!
He can be the scariest! And il he was
worsa than this when he first joined the
X-men, I'm sure glad | didn't know him
then.

Dear X-People,
Please let the littla dragon in X-MEN #1686
stay with Kitty and return with her to Earth.
Richard Blair
(No Address Given)

You see that, Lockheed, you little
snookums, you're a hitl Lockheed says
thank you very much, Richard, to you
and all the lots of others who asked
about him. (Well, actually, what he said
was, BrrrfAWRR -urp?!? -mwasashhh,”
but that was what he meant. Honest. Dra-
gons don't lle.)

This just about finishes my first letter-
col - it was neatl if you liked i, lemme
know! | won't be here next time, though.
I'm gonna con one of the other X-Men —
Ororo, Kurt, Peter, Wolvie, or maybe
even Professor X, himself, into doing itl
Louise and company will never noticel
But 'til I'm back, take care.




