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STRANGE-- I
THOUGHT THESE
MUTANTS WERE

ALL FRIENDS, YET
THEIR LEADER, ¢
STOR '\

‘M, SEEMS TO

BE ATTACKING HER i
COMRADES -IN- ARMS.
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"AH ! SHE USES HER ELEMENTAL POWERS 10 SOAR ON THE WINDS-- |
AND Fl RES BOL'IS OF LlGHTNING DOES SHE MEAN TO SLAY THEM?

_{ AS YOU WISH,
=, TOVARISCH. :

"‘THE ARMOU‘R D ONE
COLOSSUS, IS INNO DAWEFL

"HI5 BODY 15 COMPOSED
OF LIVING METAL SLJPER
STRONG, VIRTUALL
INDESTRUCTIBLE

& "NIGHTCRAWLER i
ESCAPES BY TELEPORTING
TO SAFETY...

W

THAT FEELS
WEIRD. AN,
KINDA NICE S

Wi

"...WHILE KITTY PRYDE'S
PHASING TALENT ALLOWS
THE BOLT TO PASS HARM-
LESSLY THROUGH HER.

Il
ATTACK 1 N Kl

"CONSIDERING
WOLVERINE'S
UNBREAKABLE
ADAMANTILIM
SKELETON, THAT
COLLISION MAY
HAVE CAUSED
STORM SOME
CONSIDERABLE
HARM. I DEARLY
OFE 50,

AND
THERE IS THE
ONE I SEEKI..

COLOSSUS®

YOUNG SISTER...

DID SOMEONE CALL ME?

"IT WAST, LITTLE
ONE--A ... FRIEND.
COME LINTO ME,
CHILD. A GRAND AND
GLORPOUS DESTINY
AWAITS YOu.

BUT SHOULDN'T
I TELL PIOTR
NIKOLIEVITCH...?




HUH 2! WHERE'S |LLYANA GOING 2!

GREAT Y JUST WHAT WE NEED--THE
KID WANDERING OFF IN THE MIDDLE
OF THE FIRST REAL TEAM WORKOUT
HE X-MEN HAYE HAD IN AGES.

L ILIYANAS COME GUYS! I'M

BACK Y YOU'RE GOING AFTER
SUPPOSED TO ILLYANA! BE
STAY WITH USZ ¥ ABACK SCON f

SHE 5 ALREAD‘( TURNED THE
R I PHASE STRAIGHT
THROLGH THE BUILDING, I
SHOULD CATCH HER--RATS!
e y

|| *TRANSLATED FROM THE RUSSIAN -1 d

1 DON'T
LIKE 1T.

€ THIS
ISN'T FUNNY,

1 SHOULD LIKE SOME ICED TEA, PLEASErF I i ‘
. YOU ALL RIGHT, ORORO?

AY SINCE OUR
DRACU

PERHAPS A SHOWER WILL
MAKE YOU FEEL BETTER?




KURT IS RIGHT, 1 OUGHT TO REST.
BUT DRACULA STILL HAUNTS MY

. I STILL REMEMBER HOW
1 LONGED FOR HIS CARESS, HOW I
YEARMED TO BE REEORN A VAMPIRE.
I MEITHER REST NOR SLEEF,,

aecaggrs 1 ( P

DARE N [
\\ ¥/l =

07 |

RSE,
PROFESSOR. XAVIER
REMAINS IN COMA,

HIS CONDITION CRITICAL
AND DETERIORATING.
¢ ANDSCOTT HAS YET

10 OUR SUM,| 54

70 RETURN, JNAHSWER 4

MNO. THE POWER EXISTS
WITHIN ME_ IT IS SIMPLY A
MATTER OF FOCUSING
MY CONCENTRATION. .

ONCE AGAIN, SHE
TURNS TO THAT
PART OF HERSELF
WHICH PERCEIVES
HERSELF,

{ EVEN CREATE
A RAIN-

... AS PATTERNS OF ENERGY.
srg_& REACHES OUT, GENTLY

BENDING
HER WILL, SHAPING TH

W WITH INFINITE CARE AND
PRECISION...

EAM

- UNTIL SHE
ACHIEV

THERE !
THAT'S

HEY, IT'S
RAINING !

BLESSED GODDESS,

THIS HAS BEEN A

JHAS
ANYONE
SEEN.«
ILLYANA
ORKITTY?
THEY ARE
did NOWHERE
B ABOUT

R

NOPE. WAIT--YEAH !
DURIN"QUR SESSION,
KITTY YELLED SOME-
THIN ABOUT THE KID
TAKINT A S

GOIN' AFTER HER
BUT THAT WAS A WHILE AGO.




ILLYANA IS A
CHILD, BUT KATYA
15 AN X-MAN. A
THE FIRST HINT
OF TROUBLE, SHE
WOULD HAVE

IF SHE 4
SUMMONED US. + WAS ABLE...

1 MEVER LIKED THIS ISLAND, SINCE
MAKING IT OUR HEADQUARTERS, WE'VE | NO A
HAD MO CHAMNCE TO FLLLY EXPLORE IT. A CLOAK, PLE&SE"
WHO KNOWS WHAT DANGEF{S CouULD ANK YOU
BE LYING IN WAIT 2

YOUR CONCERN I$;Y WOLVERINE, SCOUT THE AREA . |

i GOT A
SOLID

FIX ON
ILLYANA

[ ANYTHING 2 )

KITTY'S TRACK
FADES IN AN' OUT.
1 FIGURE SHE WAS SR
PHASIN', TRYIN® TO
CUT THE KID'S LEAD.

THEN WHERE--
GODDESS £

BOTH TRAILS LEAD
INSIDE EHTS TEMPLE .

SE YOUR ENHANCE DSENSESTO
RLS’ TRAILS. RT

ABSOLUTE
DARKNESS--
BROKEMN
ONLY BY
THOSE
FLASHING
CIRCLES OF J
LIGHT.

SAVE YER

AND] FINALLY,
WOLVERINE .



WOW! THIS PLACE LOOKS
AWFUL AS I FEEL S

I HOPE THIS 1S AS DESERTED AS OUR ISLAND.

PLACE
IF THE DECOR. IS ANYTHING TO GO BY, I SUREDONT
WANT TO MEET WHOEVER LIVES HERE. YUCK f

MEONE,
KATZCHEN 2

1 WAS MERELY
T Oh, FUZZY-ELF, IM W TONTTY
Y! Oh, -ELF,
5%58;,-‘1970 SEEYOUS =~ 4

ARE THE ERS
WITH YOU 2! HOW
DiD YOU GET HERE 2!
HAVE YOU FOUND

& ILLYANA--OR A

WAY HOME 212




Y FRAOM ME! YOU'RE NOT MNIGHT-
SRR vy CRAWLER [

Ch, BUT =
L AM. /

.. BUT YOUR OWMN DESIRES.

J YOUR GUESS IS AS GOOD AS MINE,
COLOS5US. THOSE CIRCLES COULD

I\, HAVE TRANSPORTED LS .N'NIY\"\!'I-'IH‘lE.‘l

IT'5 A MIRACLE =

WE ENDED UP
| NEAR EACH OTHER.

BUT DON'T
DESPAIR.WE'LL
BRING HER HOME,
SAFE AND SOUND

I At TERRIBLY
AFRAID; ORORO. Fi5



{ ON THAT, You
HAVE MY WORD-

LIGHTNING
BOLTS -~
FULL FORCE--
AVE

\-‘ I AM ALONE
AND, I FEAR, AS
GOOD AS DEAD
BRIGHT LADY HAVE MERCY--
WHAT 15 HAngNfNG TQ

ME 7! MY BODY -+

ADAMANTIUM CLAWS
| SLICENOISOME
FLESH LIKE PAPER ...

=

MONSTER'S
SKIN...EXUDES
ACID--

==INTO AN
AMALGAM OF
NIGHTCRAWLER
COLOS5US AND
WOLVERINE £

.S‘rmz#mrvfousw.
FHENCMENALLY

AGILE AND POWERFUL
LEGS KICK HER FREE -

AND HER OWN POWERS
W, EPHERFFE_,}AFE?'E s




THESE CRYSTALS GENERATE NATURAL "JAMMING'' FIELDS
HIBIT YOUR PHASING ABILITIES,
ITTY, MAKING ESCAPE

VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE

HEY-- WHAT'S BELASCO'S PET

DEMON DOING WITH
ILLYAMNA '3.: LEAVE HER
ALONE £ IF ONLY 1
WERE FREE -={

Py

ME; LITTLE
SNOWFLAKE?

YOU,; DEAR KITTY, AND ILLYANA WILL BE
THE MEANS BOTH OF MY LIBERATION
AND OF THE DARK ONES’ TRIUMPH f

BUT FIRST, L MUST ENSURE
THAT YOUR FELLOW X-MEMN
MEET THE ENDS THEY SO
RICHLY DESERVE

YOUR FORMER COMRADE
MAKES AN ADEQUATE SERVANT,
PROVIDED HE'S OCCASIONALLY
REMINDED OF HIS PROPER
PLACE.

OH, YES; CHILD, THAT
15 NIGHTCRAWLER--RESHAPED
BODY AND SOUL IN THE IMAGE
OF HIS TRUE LORD-- BELASCOS

I AM A SORCERER,

CHIEF DISCIPLE OF THE
DARK ONES

GODS WHO SEEKTO
INVADE AND CONQUER
THIS PLANE OF REALITY.
RECENTLY... BY YOUR
TIME... I TRIEDTOOPEN
THE GATEWAY BETWEEN
THEIR DIMENSION AND

QLRS, BUT WAS DEFEATED,* R ]

AS PUNISHMENT, T WAS 4 THE LAST TIME WANTED
CONDEMNED TO THIS INTER- | sV SAW Him, (O E R B

oo e ON HIS APAMAN-
SEE KAZAR #S 12 {* TILUM BONES.

DIMENSIONAL LIMBO . : HE HAD MEAT




AL oL : 8 A REJS MADE, ASPELL
LIKE A LOOK : — cAs
&l AT YOUR OWN2

q £ HERE,

A WORD TO THE WISE. THAT ELDRITCH CRYSTAL --
AIDED BY MY MAGICKS-- NDW 1Ly ANA-- B

MAINTAINS. ‘lDé.lnﬁ CORPOREAL A GIFT. 2

SO LONG
AS YOU

YO
WILL LIVE.

o ¢ THE MEDALLION 15
EMPTY NOW. BUT WHEN
YOU HAVE GROWN INTO
A WOMAN AND LEARNED IN
FULL MEASURE TH'E /?RT..'.'
ARCANE, WHEN AST
t ALL FIVE BIOODSYONES'
! ARE IN THEIR
PROPER PLACE...»

il

(<. you witt il
ASCEND 1 FEEL AS THOUGH
TO A I'VE GONE MAD. OR
GLORIOUS FALLEN HEADLONG

INTO HELL .

DESTINY.S 7

WHAT-- J'STH!S'Jr
AN EVIL DOPPEL - o
N
AND WHAT OF COLOSSUS AND
STORM? AM I ALONE?! ND MATTER
MY FRIENDS WILL BE AVENGED,
MNECROMANCER -- AND YOUR PLANS
FOILED -- WHATEVER THE COST.
THIS, NIGHTCRAWLER SWEARS /

ILLYANA INTENDED &5
FOR SOME DREAD
SACRIFICE . =

@



THE POOL LOOKS
INVITING. AND A
SWIM IS WHAT 1S
NEEDED 7O CLEAR
MY BRAIN ..

AND WASH AWAY
THAT CREATURE'S
CHARNAL STENCH.

HERE ARE CLOTHES,
THOUGH -- MY
SAVIOR 15 A
WOMAN ' _

WOULD THAT PERSON
BE WILLING TO AID
THE X-MEMN FURTHER 2

DID MY BENEFAC-
TRESS MEAN FOR ME
HAVE [T, AS
B\ VEAPCH AGAINST
OUR UNKNOWN
= FOE ?

POSSIBLE, I
=q SHALL 'RETIJRN
| WHAT I HAVE
| TAKEN. PERHAPS,

Wl

AND... THE BURNS - - FROM THE
MONSTER'S VENOM--ALL m-msn'
O\ WAS IT A DREAM? 1..

BUT WHAT POWER CAN

THIS G
8EAUT-‘FUL AND AS

HA
INFLURIATINGLY,

> FAMILIAR AS THE
n ARMLET PETER
FOUND.

FEAR NOT,

FEAR NI

UNTINGLY, AS

SUGH!= myY
COSTUME--
RUINED.

D-RIDER.




THAT 1S WHAT
I THOUGHT
WHEN I FIRST
BEHELD YOU.

IAS 15T==28 DU=-T1:
5 TELL ME,
KURT
WAGNER=-

UNMOGL;tH r

DOES NOT
THE SIGHTOF X
YOURTRUE SELF
FILL YOU WITH J
| PRIDE2!

E'_\:D WITH -~ 4
e ARRGKH- P
=t s

——— ‘DOLT.IAM\'DUJ' S T :
b= : =

TO RESCUE K[TTT
AND ILLYANA. 1
SAW MY FRIENDS
SLAUGHTERED. 1
WAS WOUNDED

e

SHOWED

N Fiom s AT,
PR DlAL TALITY -~ i

\ QUARTER NEITHER ASKED ) 5Lﬂ|\ff'.5,’cﬁfﬂ:‘.u.
FOR NOR G VEN-- f MNIGHTCRAWLER .

ORDS 1 W »\' H
smsnrsid| 'B‘f I\N X l‘:‘l.i\N f T KIL i.ED
AVE 1 NOT %F‘g D

UNTIL,
; F?N!I‘Jﬁhf“f‘.rﬂ . 1 s
CHARACTERISTIC - ] \

BURST OF SMOKE : T . vf:_»hrl-rﬂ5%‘s'=
AND FLAME : i N ML CORGIVENESS?

DISAPPEAR. § TEMPT FATE
4 % o | AGAIN AND

R

o




1 CAN'T SORT OUT THE SCENTS IN COLOSSUS Y, G DAY,
THIS WACKO PLACE. WE HAVEN'T F—1— SHRIMP.
BEEN HERE THAT LONG.. - OH, PETEY.

e

OH, PAL .

HIS CHEST-
CAVED IN.
BUT THESE

YET I KEEP
FINDIN X-tAEN
TRACES
THAT ARE
INCREDIBLY
OLD. WHAT
THE FLAMIN' 7
e

F'F MY SENSES
HR TELL ME THAT
THIS IS REALLY |
et COLOSSUS--NO
(s FAKE, NO TRICK ¢
; ,%’JL HOW CAN THAT BE=!

§YM'S THE NAME,
ENFORCING'S ¥
THE GAME. e

W YOUR BUDDY THERE
1S AN EXAMPLE OF
5SS HANDIWORK

NGT BAD, eh?

WORD |5 YOU'RE A PRETTY
ROUGH N TOUGH LITTLE
HOSER YOURSELF.

SYM IS SUITABLY IMPRESSED. )




THOSE TELEPORT CIRCLES CAN
BE A ROYAL PAIN. THEY
APPEAR WITHOUT WARNING,
RHYME OR REASCN, AND
TRANSPORT A BODY NOTDQJLV

VILLAIN --

/ YOU HAVE
GUTS, FELLA,
AND STYLE,

NO DENYING

THAT

j YIELD, OR
SUFFER THE
CONSEGUENCES.

BUT A BLUFF WON'T DECIDE
\\'— THIS CONTEST--POWER WILL!

e




s g
IT PENETRATED d v
MY ARMORED FORM f :
THE CREATLIRE'S o
STRENGTH IS

THAT WAS A DEMONSTRATION.
MAKE THINGS EASY ON YOUR-
SELF, COLOSSUS--GIVEUP.

&Y
PROMISES
S WILL
| KILL YOU

QUICKLY.

MY APOLOGIES,
S'YM. 1 DO

MNOT INTEND TO
DIE AT ALL.

BEYOND BELEF/ P23\
HIS SPEED...

i Wt
o
el

G RIVALS HIS
M STRENGTH.

I CANMNOT MATCH
HIS RAW FOWER

HIS GRIP--TIGHTENING f
CANNOT GAIN PROPER ..
LEVERAGE TO... BREAK

FREE. I FEAR SCOTT'S ‘
EFFORTS. . MAY HAVE
BEEM... FOR NALGHT.

HI THERE.
REMEMBER ME?




S'YM TRIES TO BE

CONSIDERATE, TRIES |
TO BE MERCIFUL --
AND WHAT DOES
IT'GET HIM 2!

—

CRIPES, HE
AIN'T EVEN
SCRATCHED !

A TELEPORT
CIRCLE! YOU LOUSY;
STINKING... 3=

1 DONOT LIKE
STRIKING FROM
BEHIND--IT I§

DISHOMORABLE-

4 --BUT IN YOUR -
CASE, MONSTER, I |
Wil GLADLY MAKE

B EXCEPTION !




LOGAN HAS RECOGNIZED
ME-- AND IS APPROP-

RIATELY CONFUSED. HE
WILL LEARN THE TRUTH
SO0ON ENOUGH, I FEAR.

1 AM GRATEFLIL FORYOUR.
TIMELY ARRIVAL, WOLVERINE.
THAT WAS MORE LUCK

THAMN I DESERVE.

LUCK HAD

1 SHALL SEND YOU TQTHEM! g
LADYY WHAT & -/

BROUGHT ME
BACK TO YOU
AN SN

HER SCENT--
I KNOW IT ! §
BUT THAT'S
IMPOSSIBLE F

SO, X-MEN,
WE MEET
AT LAST...

“ FOR THE FIRST-- "
AND FINAL-- TIME

> STORM--! |

BUT YOUNG
AND V|TAL-~
ATTHE PEAK

A SITUATION
THAT WILL SOON
BE REMEDIED ! £

4 TOUR REIGN
OF TERROR
1S OVER S




: KLY, HALTINGLY,
| TCRAWLER TELLS
ALL THAT HE HAS
SEEN AND HEARD...

.. 1 DEFEATED MY EVIL
DOPPELGANGER, TOOK
HIS CLOTHES, PLAYED
HIS FART.

——

BUT STORM, WHAT
OF KITTY 2! IF SHE
IS REMOVED FROM
HER CRYSTAL
PRISON... WITHOUT

R SKELETON...

THE END OF TIME !
7

r

NO, WIND-RIDER. THAT SEE FOR
YOU MUST NOT DO. YOURSELF.

I FOLLOWED
BEL.

MY FRIENDS
FOLLOWED ME.

QUNG,
D, G

EVI




EEMSCO ALLOWED MY STUDY OF THE BLACK ARTS,
ING THAT THEIR FUNDAMENTAL E\.I'li. WOULD f
mUFT ME AS THEY HAD NIGHTCRAWLER 5

FORGIVE ME, KITTEN. YO ARE QUITE
THERE WILL BE WELCOME, LITTLE
SOME PAJ ONE.

HEADS UP, TROOPS!

TO MEET AGAIN. I
SAY WE VAMOOSE. §




THE NECKLACE YOU WEAR, STORM, HAS THE 1 WILL NOT NEED | STORM, DO WE FIGHT 2 5
POWER TO SEND YOU HOME. THE MYSTIC GATE AN T2
TO YOUR ISLE WILL SEAL BEHIND YOU, FOREVER
DENYING BELASCO THAT ROUTE TO FREEDOM. MORE THAN
> —1 SUFFICE f

I SHALL®
REMAIN ¢

YOU HAD THE POWER -- WHY DID

YOU NOT ESCAPE LONG AGOZ! o TRUST ME,
G — MY CHILDREN.
WITH MY X-MMEN SLAIN, I HAD NOTHING TO - (A Ve OBEY MES
RETURN HOME TO. AND... SOMECNE HAD o : '
TO--HAS TO-- WATCH BELASCO, GUARD HIM, { \F NOTHING ELSE,
ENSURE THAT HE DOES NOT FIND ANOTHER EXIT. I HAVE SENIORITY.

2| I HER AFRICAN HOMELAND, STORM WAS CALLED A GODDESS.
THE X-MEN HAD ALWAYS THOUGHTTHAY INNOCENT HYPERBOLE.
%ﬁ,gﬁsﬂﬂiﬁ HER WIELD AWESOME ELDRICH ENERGIES

AND SKILL ...
GUYS, WILL |T HELP
F I CHANT,"THERES
HO PLACE LIKE HOME?",

HA-FLAMIN'-
HA,; KIDDO.
HERE WE GO.

BELASCO-- f ABORT -~ OR SEE YOUR PRECIOUS |
HE SL[PDFD ! SPE[L--AND 4 d "LITTLE SNOWFLAKE"
BY MES ELD-= | TORN LIMB FROM LIMB £

‘} m'om ch-a JEVITCH-
HELP M

EL HELS ==
HURTING MEL >




1T 1S TOO LATE S
WE ARE BACK ON

“ WAITS THERE SHE IS”
OUR ISLAND /<L 7T ;
e % 1

KITTY, THE
CIRCLE I5
CLOSING--
PULL HER
THROUGH !

L'h

BUT BELASCO’'S
PULLING JUST
AS HARD ! HELP
ME--ALL OF YOU--
I'M NOT STRONG
ENOUGH £

LILLYANA NATALYANOVNA-- :
BELOVED SISTER-- WELCOME...> )8

<
NIKOLIEVITCH,
15... 1§ THAT
YOU? REALLY

Youz2:z,

...THIRTEEN SHE WAS OUT
YEAR OLD J =" OF KITTY'S GRIP
GIRL. FOR A SECOND,

: YET SOMEHOW,

MOIRA'S
EXAMINED
HER . SHE
SAYS
THE KID'S
DEFINITELY §
ILLYANA...

=i

o A
PERFECTLY
HEALTHY,
PERFECTLY
NORMAL ..,

HARD AS THIS IS FOR
YOU, PETER, THINK OF HOW
5 ILLYANA MUST BE FEELING.




IT IS SO CRUEL, SO UNFAIR .
CHILDHOQD SHOULD BE THE oy
HAPPIEST OF TIMES -=AND,

IN A STROKE, ILLYANA

HAS LOST 'I"HAT FORE'VE'R

R
WORSE, SHE HAS
NOW SFENT HALF
HER LIFE IN LIMBO--
BUT WITH STORM,

OR BELASCO?

WHAT HAS SHE

SEEN -- WHAT

HORRORS, ENDURED?

SHOULD I WELCOME

HER, COMFORT HER,
LOVE HER--

1 HAVE DONE LITTLE ELSE, ORCRO.
) .

--OR FEAR HER?

] {DON'T BE FRIGHTENED, LITTLE
SNOWFLAKE. ITISONLY I. >

I THOUGHT YOU'D
FORGOTTEN ME, THAT YGU
WOULD HATE ME. IT'S BEEN

50 !.ONG I MISSED YOUI S0
MUCH - BUT I KNEW WE'D
FIND EACH OTHER AGAJ’N
AND THEN EVERYTHING
h WOULD BE ALL RIGHT... >

SHE STIRS, A HAND UN-
FOLDING TO REVEAL AN
ANCIENT, ORNATE
MEDALLION.

SHE'S HAD T FOR
A5 LONG A5 SHE
CAN REMEMBER.

o-. |
STOMES ARE IN THEIR
PROPER PLACES...

J'T.S'H'ER SPECIAL oo
ALISMAN-- A GIFT, " YOU, ILLYANA,
FROM ONE WHO SAID WILL ASCEND TO THE
HE LOVED HER. MOST GLORIOUS
= OF DESTINIES.

E




