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THE JOURNEY HAS BEEN LONG
R H O R ST
LIES LIKE A GREAT E{Vpg
BELCJW THEM...
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I SEE THEM! THEY
HAVE CAUGHT THE
LAST SHIP IN LINE!

M
PEOPLE/

LOCKED IN COLD-
SLEEP AS THEY WERE, i
THEY HAD NO CHANCE

AGAINST THOSE 4

CREATU !

RES

TO SAVE
THIS ONE

... BUT WE WILL
AENGE THEM AS

RS
SHALL STRIKE
WITHOUT




RIDE ON! RIDE ON! I WILL REMAIN HERE AND PROTECT
ODIN SAID THAT ONLY THE FLEET UNTIL v'ou CAM o
BY DESTROYING THE 2 THE DEMON'S & AND
SOURCE OF THESE ; . SHATTER in’

DEMONS CAN WE ’

WIN THE BATTLE

d

Y RIDE ON! DO NOT WASTE
BuT, WHAT LITTLE TIME WE HAVE/!
SiF... FOLLOW THE DEMONS HOME
AND DO WHAT MUST BE
DONE/

y CANN
t‘fA\;e l-ru:p; NO, SHE IS RIGHT. ONLY YOU
b THUS ! AKND I MIGHT WIN AGAINST
THE DEMON HORDES ON
L THEIR OWN GROLND.

AND WE MUST
LEARN ALL WE CAN
ABOUT THEM SINCE
EVEN MY FATHER,
ODIN; CANNOT SEE
INTO THEIR DOMAIN
TO LEARN THEIR

PURPOSE.

RACE THE
LIGHTNING/




S0 THOR AND BILL THUNDER PAST THE STARS, TRACK NG THE DEMON WANE THAT SEEMS TO FLOW
ENDLESSLY PAST THEM..

. MOVING AT SUCH GREAT
SPEED THAT THEY ARE

INVISIBLE TO ENERY
PEMOMNIC ENE...

.. BUT A GLOWING PORTAL,
PULSING WITH ENIL, OUT OF 7
WHICH STREAMS A NUMBER-
LESS HORDE OF DEMONS

o (NTO THE UMI\IEE‘GE OF MEN!

WOE THAT THE
VERY STARS WHICH
GAVE ME LIFE SHOULD
BE HARNESSED NOW

TO CREATE
SUCH evIL /




7 100 LATE!
BUT THOUGH

THEY SWARM

ABOUT US IN

b .

THOR! THE
D HAN

THE PORTAL/

/, BACIK, YOU CREATURES
/ FEALEAMELESS VOIS
POWER IM
THE ur\u\.rE (-:-. S‘HAL
PREVENT FFEOM ENTER-

ING THE PORTAL AND
3
.\@/ v
.

DESTROYING 1T/




MEANWHILE,, BEYOND THE FIELDS WE

muow; A MIGHTY FIGURE , SURROUNDED
8Y A SHADOW HOST, SWINGS AGAIN

HG\R:,ALLET HIGH ABOVE THE GLOWING

“\\‘!;(\_\\/\ll!.-_ :
S

%“}
’
[
P
&




WHILE FAR AWAY, IN THE : VERY WELL! IF TODPAY
GREAT FLEET... I MUST JOURNEN TO THE
AND NOW HALLS OF HELA, T SHALL

NO DEMON N\ THEY HAVE NOT TRANEL ALONE/

HAS YET GOTTEN _ BEGUN TO
PAST ME, BUT ? ~ _MASS TO-

a R FOR
THEIR NUMBE! : GETHE
INCREASE wrﬁ—? & THE:f_\F\?r 1!3 A %@L}

EVERY SECOND. : g A ]

DEMONS ! WHO

TO TASTE THIS
SWEET STEELZ




THA
SHIPS IT
MUST BE

INDEED I AM, MILADN.
REPAIRED AND RETURNED
TO OUTY. JUST (N TIME
ITWOULD SEEM.

AND THOUGH g
T DO NOT RECOG-
NIZE YOU,YOu
MUST BE A FRIEND
OF MY MASTER TO
EIGHT HI5

LEAP ABOARD
AND WE SHALL
FIGHT TOGETHER.

FIND THE SOURCE
THESE PEMONS
DESTROY IT.

IN THE
MEANTIME, T
REMAIN BEHIND
TO GUARD THE

> THEN LET US BE- 5 FLEEL ANO IS

GIN, THESE CREA-

TURES SEEM SINGLE- |

MINDEDLY DETERMINED y >
1O DESTRON US.

CAR

PERHAPRS WE

FROM THE FLEET
FOR ATIME AND
GIVE BILL AND




BUT AS THE DEMONS TURN FROM THE
FLEET IN HOT PURSUIT, LET LS TURN TO
THE GARPENS OF ASGARD TO LISTEN
TO VALOROUS VOLSTAGGE CONCLUDE.
HIS CHILLING TALE OF THE DEATH OF
BALDER..

50, MY YOUNG

L2~/ FREND NOBLE

,q BALDER WENT DOWN
TO MIFFLEHEIM,

BF-'E. HIpM, DANK AND

CHEERLESS, LAY THE
CORPSE STRAND, THE.

HALLS OF THE T‘OFETLIFEED.,.

. AND THE
DRAGON, NID-
HOGG, THE
EATER OF THE
DEAD...

CONSLMING THE
56ULS OF THOSE
WHO HAVE FLED IM
TERROR DEEP INTO
NIFFLEHEIM PAST
THEEEQEAT WOLF

WHE.N HE L-OOV-ED UPON THE DEAD,
HE WAS FILLED WITH HORROR...

.FOR THERE BEFORE HIM
WERE THE VERY WARRIORS
WHOM HE HIMSELF HAD
SLAIN AMND SENT To NIFFLEHEIM
IN BATTLES PAST/

w N

THE‘SE \MEEE THE FRUITS
OF His‘ MARY wcrocaes /




AND THERE WAS
WORSE, MUCH OF
WHICH BALDER
FOLUND HIMSELF
UNABLE TO RELATE,

EVEN TO ME.
OF COURSE
% : T HAVE-LUMMPH- W
GROWN SO-UGGH— ¢
FOR ALL HIS LARGE THAT NO ORDIN-

\ ARY FOE IS WORTHY

gﬁ?‘r\’fgg Ygo'ff D OF MY GREAT
J NE ABILI

AGNAR, BALDER TIES.

15 A GENTLE SOUL,

A POET IN A WAR-

RIOR'S BODVY.

NOT LIKE THOR,
OR MNYSELE WHO
LIVE ONLY FOR

THE ?OUND oF
CLASH
AN

NG BLAPES
D SMOKING
BATTLEFIELDS.

SURELY IF SOME HARM
CAME NOW TO BALDER
AND YOU WERE RESPONS(-
BLE, WHY I MIGHT ENEN
EING [T IN A HEART, SO
MUCH LARGER THAN
THAT OF ORDINARY
MEN, TO FORGN!
Youl.

WHY, EVEN THOR OR
FANDRAL THE DASHING
MIGHT FORGIVE YOU BE-
CAUSE THEY WERE ONCE
NYOUNG AND DARING
THEWMSELVES.




ITIS NO GOOD,

/ THOR! EVEN OUR
COMBINED MIGHT

5 UNABLE TO

FORCE AN EN-

TRANCE THROUGH

THE PORTAL/

MEANWHILE, IN THE
DISTANT GALACTIC
CORE.

POWER
WITHIN 15
TOO
GREAT/

7 AND THE VDU ARE YET THOUGH WE CANNOT ENTER,
HEAT 5 MORE T WE MAY STILL BE ABLE TO CLOSE
THAN EVEN T THE PORTAL FOREVER TO THE

CAN BEAR/ DEMON HORDE AND SAVE YOUR

PEOPLE!/

PORTAL HERE
AND AWAIT MY
CALL.

I WILL TAKE
MYSELF TO THE
OTHER SIDE AND
TOGETHER, WE MAY
DO WHAT MEITHEE
OF USs CcOoULD

ACCOMDLI‘SH
ALONE/




STORM BREAKER
AN MJ'gLNIR.

SPEAK AS ONE!

SAY NO MORE,
THUNDERER!




ABO&JIE%H'IUF-IEE‘ OT&E\{@N% lEiEMBERSI

SKUTTLEBUTT. / 0 Ry DEmON Jom
WE SLAY, ADOZEN X -
MORE ATTACK !

WHAT
DO You
MEANZ

SELF-
DESTRUCTION! AS
THE DEMONS OVER-
WHELM US, T SHALL
DESTRON MSELFE AND
THIS ENTIRE SECTOR.
OF SPACE, TAKING
THOUSANDS OF
DEMONS WITH ME.

I CoULD NOT
DESERT SUCH A

FRIEND. BUT WE

SHALL GINE THEM THEY |
SOMETHING THEY'LL | \ COME! for
NEVER FORGET/ i EE

" SKUTTLEBUTT/
WAIT/

HE
DEMONS!
THEY'RE
DISAPPEARING !




o N Fipesaen
' HA\JE DESTROYED : JUST...SO TIRED.
- DEM BUT BILL... AND

S otRCe. THORZ

BUT THERE IS MORE
TO YOUR STORY THAM
A SIMPLE FRIENDSHIP
WITH BILL. THE OFFER-
ING OF ONE'S LIFE FOE
ANOTHER 5 NO SMA

GIFT. AS T WELL KMOW

LET US TALK AS
WE RETURN TO THE
FLEET TO WAIT. T,

TOO, WOULD LEARN
MORE ABOUT YoU
AND BILL.

YOU NEEDN'T
WORRN. T AM
NOT UNSKILLED IN
GETTING WHAT I

WANT.

> THOR 15 NO
ORDINARY BUMPKI M
TO SWOOM
YOUR FEET.

PERHAPS
MNOT. STILL, T
HAV NY

IT WILL
AMUSE ME,
LADY.

WILL ASSIST
ME IN HIS

M.
DIRECTIO T

WiILL
AMUSE

Me
GREATLY.

WHAT
REWARD DO
NOU LOQK. TO
RECEINE OUT
OF THK

BUT You,
LOKIL. You
HAVE AIDED
ME N THIS
ENDEANOR.



THE NIGHT DPRAWNS TS VEIL AC-
CROSS NEW YORK C(TY, BUT IN
THE MORNING LIGHT OF ASGA]

RO,
WE FIND THE STALWART WATCH-
MAN OF THE GODS

STAND AND
IDENTIEY YOUR-
SEWES (F YOU SEEK
TO CROSS THE RAINBOW
BRIDGE INTO THE
GOLDEN REALM/

WHILE SKUT

LS ) TLEBUTT REMAINS OUTSIDE (FOR THERE ARE MO HALLS IN ASGARD LARGE
L -

¥ GREETINGS, HEIM- :
DALL/ WE HANE RE- X
TURNED FROM THE J{ THE LADY SIF,

FAR REACHES OF BETA RAY BILL,
SPACE WITH A SKUTTLEBUTT, AND
VICTORY. T BRING NEWS

53 EVEN NOW,
WELL MET, THE FEAST
MIGHT THOR/ 15 MADE

LORD ODPIN READN. T

HAS
| PROCLAIMED YOUR
TRIUMPH ACROSS
: THE LAND. ENTER,

ENOUGH TO

..THOR AND HIS COM-

PANIONS ENTER THE

CITY TO THE CHEERS
{“ THE THRONG'




THE UNCOMPROMISING
ACCEPTANCE T HAVE

HAD WHEN EVEN MY OWN
PEOPLE CAN SCARCELY
LOOK AT ME, THE JOY OF
COMRADESHIF, EVEN THE

STILL, E.UEN HEROES NEED ‘f\THg

AND AS OUR_COM
IMTO FIZE‘SH CLOTH!MG; ‘I'D PIEEPAEE
FOR THE FEAST.

SlLEMT, FRIEND BILL
HOPE YOU DO NOT
FEEL THAT I HOLD A
GRUDGE AGAINST
YOU FOR YOUR
VICTORY BARLIER
AGAINST ME.*

*THOR 338 -NO POINTS IF YOu MI‘SSED IT.
ELSEWHERE...

I KNOW MORE THAN YoU
THANK YOU | aigHT THINK, LADY, ABOUT
FOR COMING| voliR FEELINGS FOR HIM. T,
S0 QUICKLY, | 180, FIND HIM A MATCH

SIE FOR MY OWN SON IN
MORE WANS THAN ONE.

—

oF

MELANCHOU
THAT EVEN
I CANNOT
FATHOM.

HEART WOLILD
KNOD% WHAT I




\‘WHEN HE WAS CHOSEN TO BE THE GUARDIAN OF HIS

F’EO LE, HE NEGLECTED TO TELL US OF THE GREAT
MES THAT NEF?E. HELD TO PICK THE MIGHTIEGT

CHAMC-"[ON w

MY HEART WOULD KNOW
NO MORE _THAN YOU, LORD
ODIN, WERE IT NOT FOR
SKUTTLEBUTT. FOR BILL'S
SHIP AND I HANE HAD A
LONG TALK AND SHARED
MANY SECRETS.

HE HAS
BéEM WITH
HIM ON THEIR
ODYSSEY AND
KNOWS HIA
BETTER THAN
ANYONE, SHE

us HIMSELF.

FOR
HES SToRY
WAS TRUE,

IT WAS IN-
COMPLETE/

“OR HOW THE CREATION
YHOW, FROM AMONG OF BETA RAY BILL WAS
THE PHYSICALLY ACCOMPLISHED WITH PAIN
ACCEPTABLE CANDI- BEYOND IMAGINING...
DATES, THE BEST
WERE CHOSEN IN A
SERIES OF PGW:HO-

LOGICAL BEXA
TiON%A

AND THE CHANGE
WAS (RREVEKSIBLE.
HE WILL WAVS

STHAT LEFT MOST
OF THEM OEAD OR
INSANE /

L UNTIL OF AL.L. E
ooume, r-mons
ONLY HE SLIRUNED THE
DREADFUL PFZOCE‘S'S'




THAT EUENIMG. AFTEF-?.
THE FEASTING
NEARLY THROUGH...

MY CHILDREN, W

'STAND NOW TO HoNoE'
THESE TWO WHO HAVE

GONE TO THE ENDS

OF THE UNIVERSE

AND RETURN

VICTORI

WHAT CAN WE GINE \?UCH

WAF?EI‘O%AT THE

LET ALL NOW
BE SILENT/

LORD OrIN WOULD
ADDHEESS ‘[;HE

WITHIN HIMSELF
ALL THAT IS
NECESSARY.

NET MY HEART TELLS
ME THAT WE Mmay STAND
HERE TOGETHER F
THE LAST TME AMD
SOME TOKEM, TO REMIND
A DISTANT TRAELER OF
HIS FRIENDS, SEEMS
APPROPRIATE.

STEP FORWARD AND

RAKE YOUR HAMME!
THAT I MAY BESTOW UPON
NOU EACH A GIFT THAT
I HOPE WILL BE
WORTHY OF YOU.



LEE

WITH MINOR
ALTERATIONS, T
THOUGHT You
MIGHT FIND

IT USEFUL.

EEL
NO DIFFERENT/

PERHAPS NOT.
BUT I D AN
OLD ENCHAMT-
MENT THAT
HAS OUTLINED
TS ORIGINAL

L AND
TO YOU, BILL,LET
EACH RECEIV
5 NEEDF

E WHAT
{5

STRIKE
YOuRr HAMMEE,D
TORM

STO
BREAKER,
UPON THE
GROUND.




AND SUDDENLY, THERE (S A DEAD
SILENCE WITHIN THE HALL...

PSS T SAID, AN ENCHANT-
MENT THAT HAD OUTLINED
TS PURPOSE. NOW, WHEN-
EVER YOU NEED TO, STRIKE
THE CANE LIPON THE
GROUND AND BETA
RAY THOR WILL LIVE
AGAIN.

I &
/ 7 AGAIN /

P BUT WA, IF N\
ODIN'S ENCHANT-Y
MENT NOW RESTS
WITHIN STORAM

BREAKER, WHAT
OF MJOLNIRZ 4




AND THOR, WHO
1S NOW AND FOR-

HEAR PRAKSE THESE
ME, ? HEROES /' BILL,

HOSTS WHO HAS BECOME ENER, lNDNl’SlBL‘I,
oF THE SECOND SOMN THE FIRST SON OF
ASGARD/ T NEVER HAD/ ODIN, THE GOD OF

THUNDER AND
HEIR TO THE
THRONE OF
ASGARD/

THE CHEER-
ING LASTS A
LONG, LONG
TIME.

BUT THOUGH THE FEAST RENEWS [TSELF AND LASTS BEYOND THE COCK'S CROW, AT LEHGTH THE
THREONGS DISPERSE AND GOODBYES ARE SAID.

I MUST GO, THOR ! AS A WARRIOR
MAIDEN, T HAVE BECOME BLUNT
AMD DULLED. I HAVE EVEN BE-
LIEVED THINGS THAT T A
SURE NOW WERE BUT BE-
TRAYALS OF MY EVES.

STAND TOGETHER
AND T WILL SENG You
TO YOUR SHIS THAT
WAITS BEYOND THE
RAINBOW BRIDGE.

oM

BILLS QUEST, T maY

REGAIN MY TEMPER

AS T NEVER COULD
ON MIDGARD.*

Do

AND NOW, My
SON. TO BED. IT
HAS BEEN A,
LONG DAY.

FATHER, BEFORE

WE RET|RE, T MUST
KNOW SOMETHING.
DID You SEND US

TO SKARTHEIM
KNOWING BILL
WOLILD BEAT MEZ

THOUG =
THY HAMMER STILL
RETAINS SOME LITTLE
ENCHANTMENT, YOU WILL
CARRY THE MEMORY OF
YOUR COMBAT WITH BILL
FOREVER, WE MAY ALL
PROFIT FROM THAT, NOZF

HIM ELSE-
_ WHEREZ

KNOWS EVERY-
THING, MY
SON.




AS NIGHT FALLS IN
ASGARD,

SO TOO (T
BLANKETS EARTH
THE LARGE TANKER
ASTRAGLIA, OFF CAPE
COD AND BOUND FOR THE
ST. LAWRENCE MOVES
STEADILY ON UNDER THE
STARRY SKY...

CALMNIGHT ) JUSTA MILK

TONIGHT, EH, / RUN. DO You NOT

SKIPPERT FEEL A LIKEW ON
SWELLZ A SHIP

THIS SIZE.
MAYBE
You--

BUT ONLY THE EARS OF THE DYING SEAN\EM HEAR THE ROARING CRY THAT ECHOEQ ABOVE THE

SOUNG OF THE SHATTERED TANKER. sewrmyr

¥ oDIN/HEAR
ME! T HAVE
rzew;zueo AND
NO ONE SHALL
STAY MY
\!ENGEANCE

>? THE '
LifE OF

OUuRrR
SON IS (
FORFEIT/ .

NEXT 4TICK. AROUND,
s ."
1BSLE: oGS ARE
ABOUT TO
8 GET Worse
B AGAIN/




