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/ aur Mm(.—' HE 5&«#&5 maw 70 )
86 PREVIOUS MORTAL ) TAKE TO A/S BRICE-TO-BE, OTHER
¢ 3&.‘ Mmo 4 f»fpww, OF THE 2 Il MADENS CAPTURE AiS AT TENTION.:. .

AND WHAT MUST T PO THE GOLDEN RING | FOOLISH SIEGFRIED! POOM
N ¢nuau, Pm-rm'i ON YOUR FINGER! é WILL BERALL ANYONE WHO
: WEARS THE ACCURSED RING !
NO/! THIS RING IS

FAR TOO PRECIOUS 1
TO B€ IDLY TRAPED! g;(

FOOL ISH WATER-NYMPUS! wHAT
<ouLp SIBLY HARM A MIGHTY 7
WARRIOR LIKE MYSELF7 ALTHOUGH,| | WHAT DO Yo WANT?
IN TRUTH, THEIR WORDS DO RE T THOUGHT YOU WISHED
NE'ER TO LAY EYES ON
ORA ME AFTER YESTERDAY'S
DISAGREEMENT/

1 HAVE COME
TO MAKE AMENDS, A ¥ 1 i
SIEGFRIED! 1T 15 . (i WOoULD You
UNSEEMLY TO BE 4 i | CARE TO DINE
Y r WITH US? I SEE
YOU ARE WITH-
\ OUT A CATCH.

=N, / 3 MY THANKS GUNTHER
A me-r 1 was YMTUSTLY $ LR ll] GAME SEEMS TO HAWE
ACCYSED OF COMPRO- AVOIDED ME TODAY
MiSING YOUR INTENDED I REEWED OF
BRIDE © ' Y L LDEary !




EVEN THE GREATEST OF HUNTERS

HAVE UNLUCKY SPELLS. NO MATTER,

HAGEN SHOULD HAVE OUR BIRD
ROASTEP ERE LONG.

MAY I INTEREST

YOU IN SOME ALE
WHILE WE WAIT,
GOOP SIEGFRIEP®

IN TRUTH, FRUSTRA-
TION MAKES ONE
THIRSTY. YES--ALE.

ALTHOUGH MY HALF-BROTHER GUNTHER HAS 4
GONE BACK ON OUR PLAN TO SLAY SIEGFRIED
THIS DAY, Z HAVE ‘NOT/ MY FATHER ALBERICH
CRAFTED THE RHINEGOLD RING TO GIVE

HIM POWER OVER THE GODS THEMSELVES.
. AND WHEN IT WAS
STOLEN...

NOW IT MUST BE MINE ./

SIEGFRIED-- LOGK! TWO EBON BIRPS s DID You
FLY FROM THE BRUSH-- RAVENS ' TwouLD NOT ONCE

APPEAR]! THEY CAW AS |F THEY WOULD SPEAK. - CLAIM TO
e~ UNDER-
==/ AYE, ONCE.BUT NOW, I FEAR, T AM STAND THE
== OUT OF TUNE WITH NATURE. I HEAR LANGUAGE
== NOTHING BUT CROWING. OF BIRDS 2

IN THE NAME OF

WY FATHER, YOU

SHALL PERISH

FOR YOUR

RIGHTEOUS -
NESS |

THEY TURN--
TO FLY Away.

IN A MOMENT OF DESPAIR, THE MAIDEN
BRUNNHILDA REVEALED THAT THIS
STRUTTING FOOL WAS INVULNERABLE--
EXCEPT FOR HIS ALK WHICH Now

e 1S TURNED TOWARDS ME/

IT MUST
BE AN OMEN
OF SOME

SORT-

MAGEN! WE-
WE AGREED
NOT TO--/

1...AM BETRAYED...BY A Dwares/7/ .
THE MAIDENS WERE RIGHT-- THIS RING
15 CURSSSssss T




o -, . e
Yoo scew Him! Y DID We ALso )/ Farewell, |
WasS T NOT ENQUGH  HAVE TO AT - 4 HERO, THOUGH | §
THAT WE TRICKED HIM | HIM OF HIS VERY 5 ey  YOU DIED
INTO GIVING UP HIS £ E C b B IGNOBLY, I
TRUE LOVE BRUN - Graas
HILDA: TO ME--2 WY REASONS : . I 25 42
ARE MY OWN, j / A VIKING'S
DEAR BROTHER., . : », FUNERAL’
NOT FOR THE ] { / \ .

SPEAKING, /] " 9 /. i"”‘%
; e ":’.'.

BUT AS ALL YOU PRESENT ARE
LOVED...|5 DEAD, SLAIN MY WITNESS, I SHALL NOT
BY A WILD BEAST. LET SO BASE AN ACT

GO UNAVENGED !

LINE BETWEEN US GNOME -~
BY YOUR DEATH !

@ W o) G-GUNTHERZ MO/ NOT A ARE REA
SQUEAMISH OAF - \ ™ N AND AND A BROTHER EOR THE RING, 5156 FRIEDS
8Y Yours/’ | LOST IN ONE paY! s

" GUARDS/!
SEIZE THE
LITTLE

MURDERER/

‘o e e——
NO, THEY WON'T/ % ST WL " \
ONCE 1 HAVE W 7akE more N
THE RAYNEGOLD, THAN A DWaRF 14
YOou WILL ALL BE WIN T
IN MY POWER ! &




/ A8 THE LATE ? gg

\ ONVE ERSTWHILE VALKY:

{8
3

X

GUARDS? ET GREAT OAKEN F=

LOGS BE CARRIED TD THE
BANK OF THE RHINE AND
" SET AFARE.

wE WERE & i"-

LET US ALL
BECOME AS ONE

LEAD! STABBED IN
THE BACK-- FOR I
LET |T BE KNOWN

O SBIEGFRIED-- |T WAS NOT N
MEQNT TO END THIS WAY.
OUR LOVE WAS TO ENDURE ...
OUR LIVES TO ENDEANOR. BUT
NOW, THROUGH INSIDIOUS ACTS
d  FEYOND OUR TAMING, THE DREAM
IS LOS7. THERE |4 BUT ONE
RECOURSE. . .




4: el o e Saones
WD CECATE (AT THEY HALE.
[TNESSED...
& 1 AM UNDONE
Tus« L AanEp AT 0 . 8Y A OWARE,
VERY PuRPOSE

OF £
BRsTiNG b e
TS OF oW AR e Tl a5

FORMS OF GRUNNNILDA INO S/EGIRIED!
IN DISWAL DEFEAT: > o

HOPE (8 FLED. IN MY ARROGANCE|
1 HAVE BROUGHT LIPON US THE

COVETED THE GLEAMING Ra/ime-|
GOLD, FEARING 75 POWER OVER|
G003 AND.

THOU SHALT £/t
DAUGHTER, B Hou BOTH EN iF ODIN MUST
.»m DEARR TOME THAN My ot A8 D

\z7ee- WT IT UNTO THEE.

s N




HE ;
SWOONING FROMN THE

ou LIVE MY NOW, T SHALL SEND THEE
CHILDREN, WOLILD FROM HERE...NEER AGAIN
THAT MY HEART TO THINK UFON ANYTHING
THAT HAPPENED IN YOUR
MORTAL GUISES! FHE KNOW-
LEPGE OF ODIN'S FOLLY
MUST BE HIS ALONE

E FOR THE FATHER TO ATONE

FOR HIS SINS OF AVARICE AND PRIDE.

BT
THE

-

T WHEN NEXT K5 SWERT-LADEN :
EVELIDS OPEN HE SEES THOR AN
VBLAYRIE -~ ALIVE AGAN!

THEN STRIPEING OFF #15
B GODLY RAIMENT,
i poww

415 PRARTE PATH 7O




: - QYN THROWS Kitl= :
SELE AGANST 17 '

ﬁmﬁadﬂwﬁ ) &

; |y
€ 227 o= i3
\ maa;ru

NOW, MY FAITHFUL RAVENS,
THOU SHALT 51T ON MY SHOULDERS
NEVERMORE/ GET THEE GONE, AND

TAKE GUMGA/R FROM MY SIGHT
AS WELL, PERHAPS THOU SHALT
FIND QNE WORTHIER TO WIELD
THE SPEAR w\feﬁ:
FARE posd

CErt n
’ TAKE LIGHT,
T SDIN TO HIS SELEDE TERM:

W ca7e o_wmﬂ.,agg_mn
m m
S REMAVNG ODEING
FROM #/M (W RIVULETS ’@
maa.eawmo m A




V- DESOITE THE AGONY OF A/
S R, CRGCHEINRION =

e

Y OVER THE LONG. PANEUL
PAYS THAT FOLLOW, QDN

OWELLS OV BLL THOSE

[ A WAS EVER LOVED,

SILENTLY S/PDDNG THEM

FRREWELL, THEN. ON THE

NNTH DAY, WHEN THE ALt~
BATHEQ HAS BECONE TOO

(
%

BUT I BID You
RECONSIDER
YOUR PLAN TO
HANG GRO-
TESQUELY TILL
YOUR 2&q7#-
GODDESS
CLAIMS YOU

(" 75000 4AST NEVER BEEN INETO
VOID TROUBLE

S THINKS ODIN, BUT )
NE/THER HAS WE. _famd

CON W T

DEAR--CAN

YOU STILL

RECOGNIZE...
ME?

weae 7 00 cvew ar,
HES APBRIACHED 8Y AN
EMECALO-CLOAKED WOMAN. |

s

I HAVE WATCHED WITH SAD-
NESS THIS SORRY STATE OF
AFFAIRS YOUR EGO HAS BROUGHT
UPON YOU. I APPRECIATE YOUR
ATTEMPT AT REPEMPTION

THROUGH SELF-SACRIFICE.

\

OBSERVE,

IF YouU wiLL,
THE SHADOW
THAT PASSES
OVERHEAD!

pr— . e T
SLOWLY, A CARZANTURAN VESSEL I7 /5, WHOSE SV
W SKY-GOD LIETE HIZ HEAD 70 THE © SEENS THAT OF THE MOON I TSELE AND WHOSE
. CURPOSE 1S AS iMPOVOERABLE AS PEATH! o
e —=

e —— = — —

HE HAS NOT STTERED A SINGUE
WORD /N THENNE DAYs q¥2
4] NGHTS HE HAS HUNG, BUT NOW
SOME SORT, PAssNG BETWEEN [ : - M 7wcovsy suv-rarceD eS|
THE SUN AND THE EARTH... N - SPEAKS...
S i b e - “eddblnifanisl T
VERDANT ONE«-
WHAT |5, THE
MEANING OF
YON STAR-
CRAFTZ "

IF YOU WOULD KNOW
OF [T, MY LOVE--YOU
WILL HAVE TO SavEs

YOLREELF.

— D e et A

105 BACk T THE BiLcow-y
7




SUDDENLY FILLED WITH VITALTY AND A NEW )
SENSE OF BEYOND ANY HE HAS EVER
TKNOWN, THE ALi- msmom  VESTIGE

AH, ODIN-- You

A PILACE,
SEERS DOMVIL M’#MM THE

L-KNOWING WELL OF FIRE ... WELL THIS DAy,

, SPARE ME YOUR WIT,
INFERNAL FLAME.
HAVE LITTLE APPETITE

"THY RAVENS HAVE 470 GUNGNIR~-
I FEAR IT NOT. YET, 1 ivee

L HAVE SEEN THE APPROACH OF
AN ENORMOUS SKYV-CRAFT.
ALIEN IN FORM, UNKNOWN IN
PURPQSE. T WOULD KNOW

OF 1T SIGNIFICANCE.

WERE I TO TELL THEE
WHAT I KNEWOF IT,
‘TWOULPD BUT TORMENT
THEE. SPARE THYSELF
FURTHER TORTURE,

TELL ME; MIMIR --
THEE WITH MY SACRED sSPEAR!

OR I SHALL SMITE

THE CRAFT HOLDS BEINGS
FROM BEYOND ALL AVOWAN
SOHCE, WHO FIRST VISITED
WIDGARD LONG BEFORE OUR
RACE CAME TO BE. THEY COME
| TO JUDGE THE WORTH OF A WORLD.

AL FENS -~ WOULD PRESUME
TQ JUPGE THE SPHERE
THAT SPAWNED BOTH
GODS AND MEN /7

VEVER--NOT WHILE
BREATH REMAINS




 FOR A DAY, LOR e WE HAVE AGREED TO A Ma7cw-- | (I
\ escouomc #is £ TRENG, 3 o HIS OcymPus GAINST ASGARD.! |}
(L 7ATIONS ARE /INTERRIPTED 8Y _- !
AR, NC [ 504 ‘N :
SIRE] . e :
" N

FATHER, I HAVE MET AN
[MMORTAL MOT OF Q56ARP
WHO DID TELL ME OF A
SECONMND REALM FILLED
WITH OTHERS OF HIS 5 COMMIT SUCH THERE SHALL BF ) -
AN ACT? NO BATTLE)

PBUT THANKS TO LOKY. GO0 OF 5Vt you WU ANO WHICE THE BATTLE RAGES, VOUR SIRE STEPS THROUGH &
| SOON FIND YOURSELF PrTTED AGANST YA\ THE MISTS OF TIME 7 -~ B
\ 7He ScioNS OF OLympus ov 4 7::54553 e S —

- — SO 5

- - ([ TwE ruio
) FACE OWE AWOTHER, |
EXCHANGING WORLDS

E¥E W MEN BELIEVE IN GODS—
]| THER Oww GODS, 'Twas |
U| EVER THUS, GREECE
il CANNOT BE "WON'' BY
SUCH AS Us. IT DOTH

...L DIDST MEET.
" WITH ZEUS. HIMSELF
DURING THY WAR,
. '"TwA5 AGREED THERE
© WAS A LESSON BOTH
OUR LANDS NEED 4
LEARM. ..

W

eril

1Y




(

U THE CHESINEN BREPRESENT. .. 4

P BEHOLD, ODINSON- - AND s )
£

| SKY-LORDS, THE

PMATIC INVADERS FROM

[ORS WHICH 15 BOTH OUR

THE PLAYING —

PIECES PEAR THE
LIKENESSES OF (
FOREIGNERS... ONLY 4

LORD ZEUS (5 Wy
FAMILIAR TO mE . v

WHO MIGHT THESE

FIGURES BE=
{It-

WHAT GoDs  °
ARE THESET

WIREELE WHAT RENGS

e

L

el

1wz paviieon

g o y—r

adspops )

(F FOR WHEMODIN AND ZELIE KAD METT)
1 A COUNCIE OF GOD-NEADS.

o COL-EATHERS |

1 SEE QUR SUMMONS WAS WELL RECEIVED. ZEUS.
ARE ALL OUR BERETHREN PRESENT?Z
THOU ART THE

B LAS7 TO ARRIVE,
ASGARDIAN,

MY FELLOW

VERY SENERE
WHICH HAS BORNE
Us 15 IN GreaveE |

GANGER SROM ENIG-

SPIRITUAL SUSTENANCE
AND JUR POMINION.

T

THERE HAVE BEEN O7%&R CELESTIAL VISITATIONS.
EXTRA-TERRESTRIALS HAVE ABOUNDED ON OUR
WORLD, WHY IS 7475 ONE SO DIRE?

y THE ALIENS HAVE

¥ SERVITORS--STRANGE
HUMANS MASQUERADING

AS MY INCA BROTHERS -~

WHO HAVE BUILT A

TEMPLE IN WY DOMAN,

I HAVE OBSERVED
THEM AND SO
LEARNED--

--THEIR CELESTIAL '§
MASTERS INTENP TO

JUOGE MANKIND-- .
AND \F THEY PEEM
| T UNWORTHY,

AND WERE MANKIND TO
e

INTERTWINED (N WAYS EEN

e

AN
ANEADS. 7O DELDE WHAT ASTION. 7O TAKE AGAIN:
THE THREATENING STAR-BEINGS. THEY. DISBATeHnED ThER NESEENGERS 4
\ THROUGHOUT THE MYRIAD MY TH -REALMS TO SUMMON THE EXALTED B

MARK GRUENWALD-RALPH MACCHIO KEITH-POLLARD- GENE DAY
t STORY ART

Z ..

JOE ROSEN CARL GAFFORD JIM SALICRUP JIM SHOOTER
LETTERS

COLORS EDITOR EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

¥

et e —

Y Maps 70 AssEMAE N

L ZARTH S LEGENDS, =

SH
2 -~ FOR OUR PESTINIES,
WE DOTH KNOW, ARE

5O WOLLD weE 112

BEYOND THE POWERS OF
QRACLES TO UNRAVEL.

HENCE, T
PROPOSE

AYE ACTION. THOUGH
CONTENT THESE
CENTURIES PAST TO
ALLOW MY WORSHIP
ON EARTH TO RWINDCLE
STILL PO L CARE FOR
THOSE SHORT-LIVED
BEINGS WHO WALK
THE MORTAL PLANE,

WHAT WOULD YOu SUGGEST

x I PROPOSE WE CHOOSE AMONGST
WE DO, ODIN?

OURSELVES A DELEGATION=- TO
MEET WITH THE SPACE-CREATURES
PON THEIR ARRIVAL,

WE WILL MAKE KNOWN TO
THEM, THROUGH FORCIBLE
MEANS [F NECESSARY,
THAT NO OFFWORLDERS
SHALL USURP OUR
COMMON DOMAIN ELSE
THEY INVOKE THE WRATH
OF ALL THE GODS OF
EARTH! WHAT SAY YE?

N ECHO THRIUGHOUT THE NALLS
R OBETERMITY,




¢

T AM ASTOUNDED
THERE BE SO MANY
-= 50 MANY
PAXTHEONS 1 HE'ER
KNEW EXISTED/

® THOR anNmae T7
1978. - JiM.

UNAWARE
\| & STRUCk SERVITORS,., YET
f VOT THE SLIGHTEST THOUSHT
OF A 5 ;

NGLE ETERMAL 51155
(O 45T CELESTIAL PERCEPTIO

[ VorDLESSLY, THEIR LEADER S\
ARISHEN DIRECTE Hi% FELLOWS TO

I} THER APPOINTED TRASKS, THE Pui-
POSE OF THE THIRD WOST 15
AND EACH OF THE TEN CELESTIALS
N THE EXPED/ 70N AAS #is own @ |
SPECIAL RESPONSIBIITY. 2

— —

— = \ [l MO SOINER KA THE HOST-LEAPER N
THE CEREMONAL PY: AEEUNED K15 POSYTION THANY &5 )}
AND OPSERVE. o= B 1) AUGE ARMORED KERD LIFTS 8
SLIGHTLY, TO SEE 4 SUDUEN,
UANATHRAL MASSING OF
STORN CLOUPS ABOVE,

-




ENTS P45 . T REM.
T OFRERING WO RENPONSE TO
DENT FROCLAMAT

=

ONE OF THEIR
LACKEYS --
EMERGING
FROM YON
TEMPLE.

TWOULD APPEAR THE
CELESTIALS DEIGN NOT TO
SPEAK WITH US DIRECTLY!

BOLOLY THEY TOUCK POWN UPON THE
HOT SAND - DIWAREED BY THE TWO:
THOLSANG ==

S0T TITAN.

CALLED E7ERMALS. T SHALL INTERCEDE
BETWEEN YOU AND MY MAMMOTH
MASTERS.

4 .{5
\ - 5
\_‘1“\'\\\

h,

WE WOULD KNOW OF THY ALIEN MASTERS
PURPOSE-- AND IF IT DISPLEASES US,
WE ARE HERE TO THWART [T/

HEA
ONE

EARTH! WE BEAR
THEE THIS y
MESSAGE: |

u
b oald

\'.' 1

N4

OUR KIND STANDS

UNITED IN TS RSRlaneE

OF YOUR PESIGNS ON
QUR WORLD !

I AM AFRAID THATS
|MPOSSIBLE. THESE
MALIENS "AS YOU CALL
THEM HAVE A RIGHT
TO CARRY OUT

THEIR MISSION

ANY OF You
HAD COME
INTO BEING.,

THEY HAVE RETURNED TO CULTIVATE THE

SEEDS SOWED MILLENNIA SAST--AND T

WOULD ADVISE AGAINST YOUR
INTERFERENCE,




Wy ST

N A SINGLE SEARNG BOLT THAT ~ ; = s \
STRES WiITH POWER ENOUGH 70 SEND ) s

\ 4 woRLC REELING FROW /75 OREIT. N £ / :

% i cwaTs a7 45 FEET AVD U~

= LEASYES Hy5 TN IMMEASLR-

RISHEM STANDS IMPRASSIVELY., ) ABLY MORE FOTENT ENEREY
[ INMOVING . - . INAFFECTED,

THROLEH A IMENSIONAL RIFT. y

89 AYE! DIRECT
THY ENERGIES
THROUGH MY SWORD!

= e e — — >
" EOR N THER MINDS EYES, THEY AL, NRVANR, AND OLYMPUS - CONSUMED |
: . webbtioiiies . __ BY A CELESTIAL-CREATED COMFLAGRATION. J

DPESTROYED THE PASSAGES | | 7 7uee
== BETWEEN THIS REPRESENTATIVES.
SPHERE AND YOUR EXCHANGE SOLEWN
GOP-REALMS, CUT- GLANCES OF
TING OFF ALL GODS DEFEAT. THE

FROM EARTH FOR- G/ANT SEEMS

SEVOND

CHALLENGE. - .

HiS TERMS

Ssyono

RUESTIONING.

AND THIS HE WILL PO-- &NLESS YOU THREE SWEAR
ON BEHALF OF ALLYOUR KIND NOT TO INTERFERE IN
CELESTIAL AFFAIRS FOR THE NEXT M/LLENAYLM.




THIRC

B0, THE THR ! N e [ R R THE BITTER VOW .

’ mwﬁr X : & THE SYMMERS DAY 4 THOGSNG

| ThE R fe, s YEQRS ASONE Bwos act TRE |
) 27 OTHER GOPS OF BARTH, AS WELL

THEN ODIN DID NO'T;‘ S
BETRAY THE EARTH \[/

BY BENDING HIS 2 )
KNEE TO THE CELES-
TIALS AS IT ONCE

i 8y THE HoRN OF B

- MDALL ! THEN
/ % GEfdans . o COOLY MGHT... MAKING 17 W | et vt 6o T
7 ,.{ B . F=2) 1‘ VIRTUALLY ALE-POWERFUL.

L 2Rk, ~ -

ﬁ,

GODS WiLL HAVE A CHAMPION 7O
BATTLE FOR THEM -~ a8 WVINCTBLE
N CANT-SLAYER KWOWN AS ...




115 GAUNTLETED HANDS 15 THE MYETION. POWIER

7 S

BELORE #i, ODIN \
.(4'44{ Ry O m—?’-ﬂﬁlf' "

|

iy
%

i
Wi

|

U 7HE REGAL N 5TEPS Back-SHITIING M3 AGED EVES

AGANET THE GLARE A5 THE SHMMHERNG RWNEGOLD

R TEHES MEW FOR oo, HEW DUMENSONS: - ACCORONG
R e 7D S VL

a

THE. RAOVESOLD RS BEEW TRANSFORMED INTO A HLGE, MASKIEICENT
WHICH BS QDN DECREES, WILL HEWEFORTH B8 KNOWY 45 g

— —

i AND QD Nl SEF //

FOYT THAT EVERY.

I} ASSARDAN AVOWS
OF 74 QONSWORDS |
7 PONER - THAT WiOSO-
EVER BRAWS /7 FROM - [

L7 /TE SUABBARE Wit SONG
§r THE NiBELUNG CORSE Fow

HIMSELE, CAUSING THE VERY

\ AEENS TO TREMBLE ROUND

#E, 7O BEQUEITH THE CLksE OF 4
T THE CELESTIAALS ! ot 4l

e
T




W 7705 ENDS THE TALE, ODWSON, A Y\ ENOW TO KNOW " 40 WiiT-- N
P MILLENAOM AGONE. KOW YOU KNOW J) THAT T HAVE THUNOERER |
THE AWESOME TRuTH SN Yok ([ BEEN A £0oL FOR \ Z oo wor |
{FATHERS LUST FOR THE RVINEGOLD )\ EER ACCUSING OPIN o
© AND THE PIRICE HE PA/D FOR / T+ YOU f OF BETRAYING

ENOW OF YOUR PREVIOUS soman - Y| EARTH IN THE
COARNATIONS AND HOW THEY PERISHED - Ib  PAST.

AND YOU KNOW THE NATURE OF OPINE i

ACT WITH THE 2TAR-SEANNING o

CELESTIN S e .
| B i

{
V
Y
AYE. THOU HAST AN
SHOWN ME MUCH.

THOR BOUNDS THROUGH |7, CARRYING THE STARTLED EXYE oF ODA. [l THOU SHALT RETURN WITH ME,
AS (T I8 PULLED FLURTHER FROM (T8 OWN LIFE-GIVING DOMAIN, R EYE. MAYHAP 1 NEED THY COUNSEL
THE FOR WHAT MAY LIE AHEAD.

D

ASGARD,.. TIS GOOD TO BE HOME. NAY, IT DOTH.BE SHRUNKEN AND By WHAT BE THIS!?--#EMORLL/
BUT HOW LORG HAVE 1 BEEN ABSENT LICELESS, |TS USEFULNESS Y % GUARDIAN OF THE RAINBOW
IN THE EYE'S MISTY WORLD ? HATH ENDED, I MUST- . . BRIDGE! I DID NOT ESPY

: HIM COLLAPSED 'PON




BUT WHAT POWER COULD
SLAY THE E'ER VIGILANT
HEIMDALL, AND NOT LEAVE A
WOUND ON HIS BODY7T AND IF

> ) o W E——
i = i e T - r .-.__-.-J'i 4
_ | t,’ 2P
i . | p (
7L

715 THE SAME--EVERYWHERE! E'EN
HERE (N THE PALACE IMPERIAL ...
HOT A FIGURE STIRS. NOT THE

HE ANSWERS NOT, THOUGH HE BE SEATED ‘PO ' - STETHAY... §
THE THRONE-- STILL HE DOTH MAKE NO s NOT THEE 700,

il &' uvoﬂm:rnon. g
o i -
A \T‘:&b 1L _.-"
; /'.' - / Y

i i 3 -

224
1 A




| STRANGE... WHILE T DETECT NO LIFE
| INODIN, HIS POSTURE DOTH SUGGEST
| ALERTNESS. HE |5 UNLIKE THE OTHERS.

RIGID...ERECT.

NOT LIGHTEN THE SORROW!

THAT DOTH ONLY DEEPEN THE MYSTERY,

{S'T POSSIBLE, THAT
WHILE T COMMUNED =
WITH THE £YE
THE TRUE
RACGNAROK -

THE END OF ¢4

THE GOPs,
LAST-HATH AL

BUT-- 408/ THERE BE ONE IN
ASGARD WHOSE KNOWLEDGE DOTH
SURPASS THAT OF ODIN HIMSELF..

MIMNIR -~ HE OF THE FIERY'WELL! g

LIKE A GOD POSSESSED, THE
DESPERATE THUNDERER HASTENS

A BAUSING BUT ONCE 1N
STARTLED wfamgc e

THE QO/NSWORD -~

GONE...SCABBARD AS
WELL ! BUT SHOULP THE
SWORD BE DRAWN BY
ANY SAVE ODIN, THE

CURSE OF THE RHINE-
GOLD WILL DESCEND
'PON ASGARD,

THAT MUST BE WHAT HATH
TRANSPIRED-- AND MINE EYES
BEHELD THE RESULT OF THE
DREAD NIBELUNG CURSE WHEN
FIRST L SET FOOT 'PON THE
RAINBOW BRIDGE!? WHAT
ENEMY OF ASGARP COULD
HAVE DONE THIS 7

MIM/R-- ATTEND.! THE SON
OF OUIN POTH COME SEEKING
KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT HATH
BEFALLEN ASGARD WHILE I
WAS. AWAY, MMR--2 _Ad

WHAT--THY FLAME HATH
SHR/VELED 'TIL 'TIS LITTLE
MORE THAN A FLICKER,

WITH THE GODS DEAD,
MY, LIFE CANNOT LONG
BE SUSTAINED. THE
EYE, ODIHSON. .. L
CRAVE IT5 IMMORTAL
ESSENCE. 'TWILL
STAVE OFF WIHE
OWHN END.

AHH...NOW HEARKEN TO THE WORDS
OF MIMIR. ODIN HATH TAKEN BACK
THE L/AE FORCE HE ONCE GAVE
TO ASGARP... ABSORBED |T INTO
HIMSELL-- AND THEN GONE TO
EARTH TO CHALLENGE THE
CELESTrALS AS A GOD

AMONGST GOPs! THE

TIME HATH COME!




BUT QDIN'S ; TWAS NOT HIS 80DY WHICH HATH
BODY BE ON I LEFT, FOOL-- '"TWAS HIS SoL.
HIS THRONE. )

HOW HATH HE

CONFRONTED

THE MENACE

WITHOUT

LEAVING

ASGARD <

BE/RL OF } L THE ANCES MOUNTAING “=THE AWESOUE JVENGER
YRS DOST ¥ TRENBLES WiTH EACK (M- HAE GROWN ENORMOUS
THOU MEAN-- 7O CONTRN THE GOP-

: FORCE WHICK ANIMATES

PLSTROVER!

VD HANGING FROM
K& SO -




/p’f:f WA

aE
OF ELENENTRE ENERGY — ENOUGH TO
moaqmaamw MMWH/AM

THE GARGANTUAN DOME
LOOMS BEFORE THE
G CIANT
NG EVEN KIS

THE C‘LMM HAVE
SET DOWN. .. AND

LIKE A BLOWTORSK PUT 7O BUTTER, THE BLAZNG RAY
- VAPORYZES THE ALIEN s‘ﬂm ST
A CAPING WOLE THROUGH WHICH

O 1S THE UTIMATE
ANCGHT IN SHINING
READY TO DO
BATTLE AGAINST THE .
LLTIMATE THREAT, ..
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7 'THE ASSEMBLED

R RN

'FOURTH| CELESTIAL

NEZARR THE | =
CALAULATOR

= ——

HARGEN THE
1 MEASURER

AND PRESICING OVER THE PRAMATIC TABLEAL -
ARISHEM THE JTL/DGE, ON WHOSE
HEGE HAND 15 IMPRINTED THE FORMULA FOR
EARTHE ANNINILATION, SHOLLD /TE PEOFLE

BE DEEMED LUNWORTHY BY THE CELESTIALS [
AT THE COMPLETION OF THEIR FIFTY-YEAR S73Y

-

YET ON Ail THOSE MANY WORLES
WHERE THE CELESTIALS KAVE
CONDUETERD THEIR, LiFE~EXPERIMEN T3~
NEVER HAS A RACE PROVEN /TSELF
DESERVING ENOU/GH TO SURVIVE.
THUS, ARISHEMNS DECREE HAS EVER
BEEN--DEATH!

BUT EARTH KHAS TWIN CHAMPIONS UNLIKE

ANY OTHERS CONCENVED BY THE OOSHAS, WHO

WILL NOT Wi/ 7™ FOR THE DREAD DEEISION TO

BE REACHED DECADES HENCE, AVD SO, HERE

ON A SAND-SWEPT PERUVIAN PLAIN, THE FATE
OF EARTH WILL /N MOMENTS BE ANOWW,

FOR HALF 4 CENTURY SHALL

AN v

| BENGRS. .. ASSIMIULATING THEM ..

PONGERING THEM. . . ANC

FINALLY -= PASSING IS

IRREVOCABLE VERDICT. .
LIEE OR DEATH S
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THE ODINSWORD GLOowS ao.caat ;
WITH THE ENCHANTED POWER 25
OF THE LONG +DORMANT RNINE -
GOLL FRON WHICH /T WAS

RGE2,

FSRACE GODS. "‘”“ﬂ?m“mﬁ,
MED. v 8LA575 m«sd; ETERNALS, WHO DROE S0IND-
a-'wmnﬂs mw SPLLTS W70 (T8 CAMPON, LEBELY T “Wnaw

WHILE BEYONG THE BARRER. . . .




FLAMES OF SuRTyR/ THE
CELESTIALS' DOME -- THE SAME
UNYIELDING BARRIER WHICH DID
ONCE RESIST E'EN THE REPEATED
POUNDING OF MINE OWN HAMMER
MNTOLN/R... HATH BEEN SUNDERED!

WHAT BE THIS,.. £7E0NALS,

ISPRAWLED AS |F (N DEATH!

VICTIMS MAYHAP OF THEIR
1AL MASTERS'
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BUT CAN E'EN ONE Pas 174

BF THE ALL-AAIGITY OOHRORCE

> GAINST THOSE WHO M4’
AY WASTE A dW/VERSE ?

THEN MY FATHER HATH
PRECEDED ME HERE, FOR
ONLY THE DESTROYER CouLD
ACCOMPLISH WHAT MINE URU
MALLET COULD NOT,

-~-THERE! THE DESTROYER... BUT

GROWN LARGER THAN A S70&M

SANT TO CONTSHD WITH HIS
FOES, 1
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FELL 5D REOWOOD TREE,

TWINARDLY, THE FON OF
OO Si/L &S




THE LOSS OF 4 LIM8 MEANS
AOFNING TO NEZZAR. ALREADY THE
AR CRACKLES WITH THE SOUND
OF THE ARM'S REGENERATION.
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R i e SR ST
i, WA .. . FORCED T . SHALL BE SWEPT LI
FASHT LIKE A WOUNOED BERST, ESTROYER FALLEN LEAVES. :




[Erreogessipens T - ',
THE Dok CLOGPS LOWER OVER THE GLADMATORS A% /PSR ZIRAN GRASES THE DESTROYERS SWORD-
MIGHTY. THOR DIRECTS NIS FURY THROLGH THE EVER- ARM, EREEZING /T W MD-ARE. . ]
INORERSING TEMPEST,.. WITH VO MORE EEERT ON ¥
THE CELESTIALS THAN 4§ MLD SORING RN, B

..M BLOWS WHIEHN COLLpD
PULVERIZE A FLANET GLaNcE
HRRNLESSLY OFE AN,

PERIN AN TEMPLE
SERORE COMING

v AT .

DEEY T PCONERS

TRAT RNOW VO
EQuiac.
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%F THE DESTROYER
€ PBSTROYED,
WHAT OF HE WHO
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S viecAnSI Do THY
Y WORST! FOR EVERY
BLOW YE PO STRIKE=--
THOR SHALL RETURN.
IT-~ DOUBLED AND RE-

DOUBLED IN POWER!
SHOULD I'T TAKE AN
ETERN/TY T WiLL-+

e » \ i 5
T'LL NOT O/E CELESTIAL il | ODIN--
THSUGH IT BE THY FONDEST / ,y ; FORGIVE ME.,
W

H. THY ATTACK BUT / - | I HAVE
STRENGTHNENS WY WILL... 3
FEEDS MY RESOLVE...
STOKES THE Fl--

TRULY THEIR POWER IS §
BEYOND RECKONING. "
BUT IF I DIE, ' TWILL
NOT BE UNDER THE
MOCKING SHADOW

OF ARASHEMN,

NEAR ME CELESTIAL!
FOR TOO LONG HAST THOU
STOOD ABOVE ALL LIFE IN
THY ARROGANCE !

WERT REDUCED
IN STATURE!

AND Tis THOR WO
SHALL SEE 7D

: m K/ 5
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WITH AN EAR-SDLITTING SRASH THE
GHTTEST WERBON OF ASGARD
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ARISHEM RISES FROM THE RUBELE~= A LEVIATHAN BEYOND
CONELICT. THE FBLL WAS &7 TERLY INCONSEDUENTIEL T THE

SUPREME CELESTIAL... NOT EVEN WORTH THE EFFORT TO
WHNEN KE DEBMS /T

CREVENT, FOR ARSHEM ACTS Oty
NES

MY HAMMER...

IT HATH NOT
RETURNED TO

MY HAND-- BE-
REFT OF THE
ENCHANTMENT ¥,
ODIN DID [NFUSE

YET, S7vié DOTH HoPe
LINGER

FOR THE AWESOME
OVERSWORD DOTH LIE IN
REACH--AWAITING THE

STRENGTH OF THOR O H

FULFILL 1T§ DIVINE PURPOSE,

HURLED EY THE MIGHTIEST RS W
Q5BARD THE GLEAMNG 508
AES (T MAMMOTY TARGE T
PIERCING THE CELESTIAL'S CAEET
WITH SUCH FORCE /7 PASSES
COMPLETELY TWROUGH,

THOU ART NCT RID OF ME, ARISHEM. ..
FOR I DO CARRY FORTH THE FHGHT 1M
WHICH MY BELOVED FATHER AND ALL MY
FELLOWS PERISHED. AND OH MY WORD
AS THE LAST ASGARDIAN, THEIR DEATHS
SHALL AO7T HAVE BEEN W VAIN. :
I WILL SMITE THEE AND SEE
THEE DEAD! FOR T DO BEAR
THEE HATRED, CELESTIAL...
ARTRED BEYOND ALL
EXFPRESSION,




THEN HE ELOWLY
WNEELS UPON THE
DEEIANT £e8q

THE BATTLE BE

OVER, AND THE
SHADOW QF

DEATH O ERTAKES

ME, EATHER,. .

I COME TO JOIN
THEE IN .
VALHALLA !

" “THE EFFORT HATH STOLEN

THE LAST OF MY STRENGTH,
BUT '"TWAS NOT ENOLGH.!
THOUGH THE QVERSWORD
HATH |MBEDDED ITSELF IN
THE CELESTIAL...THE GIANT
SEEMS UNAFFECTED.

+ANE EEN THE KENOUS CLib
THE NIBELLNG 15 EXORCISED IN
ARISHENS INCOMPRENENSIBLE WAy

FROM THE
GLOWING
LIGHT=--

WITH THE
VOICE OF




I AM THE ELDER GODDESS
KNOWN IN ALL LEGENDS AS

e EARTH. AND 1
HAVE COME WITH AN

... TWELVE OF
MY CHILOREN,
SELECTED BY THE

FROM
MANKIND'S BILLIONS. *
EACH REPRESEN

THE MOSLEST
ACHIEVEMENTS —
THE HIGHEST IDEA ,
TOWARD WHICH THE e
HUMAN RACE MAY ASPIRE. JEENES

1 AM THE SPIRIT OF ALL LARE ON EARTH. Tis
THROUGHOUT TIME, L HAVE WATCHED (T KBS
GROW AND HURTURED TS STUMBLING
PROGRESS. AND 1 WILL NOT SEE THE
FRUITS OF MY LABORS DESTROYED

S
BY ANY FORCE! WITH ALL MY, .
WILC T AID MY SONS A DALGHTERS.

ANGE
OF THIS WORLD. THOUGH
I LOVE EACH AS A CHILD,
I AM WILLING TO PART
WITH THEM.
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SLEEL NOW, MY SON.
THERE WILL BE NO
THIS PAY--ONLY
MOURNING, I--THE
LOSS OF A AUSBAND..
B\ AND YOU...THE PASS-
\ING OF A BATHER.
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