THE
MIGHTY

{ dNOHO SITNOT TIAHYW 08610

O ===
—_—

’i
i

1=.Juzud

T

I

U M\



When DR, DONALD BLAKE strikes his wooden walking-stick upon the ground, it becomes the mystic
hammer MJOLNIR— and the lame physician is transformed into the Norse God of Thunder, Master of
the Storm, Lord of the Living Lightning— and heir to the throne of eternal Asgard. ...
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i AND, BY YMIR'S ARMPITS, YOU'LL FIND
} EW« MIGHTIER FAR THAN WHEN HE
B BUILT THE WALLS AROUND MainiaccAa/
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SPECIAL AND SORROWFUL NOTE FROM ROY THOMAS:

It's with considerable sadness that | have decided
that THOR #297 must be my last, at least for the Immed-
iate present. |'had hoped to be able to write and edit the
magatzine through at least #300, making it a real three hun-
dredth issue by employing the | JOURNEY INTO
MYSTERY WITH THOR, thus utilizing both titles which the
mag has had in its more than two-decade run.

But alas, | carie to see it was not 1o be.

Despite my love for mythology In general and
Marvel's Asgardian thunder god in particular, I've found
that chronicling the :adventures of Robert E. Howard's
Conan the Barbarian in three regular titles, plus special
stories of Red Sonja and REH's other heroes is really ail |
can tind time for right now, without letting the quality
suffer in my own syes. Those magazines, plus the
“Conan” newspaper comic-strip and upcoming “Almuric”
and “Elric” leatures for EPIC, will have to comprise the
whole of m‘mmlnuﬁ work for the foreseeable future,

Don't think I'm ready, willing, or able to leave THOR in
the lurch, Ihw!h

First off, I'd already plotted both #2088 and #2989 with
artist Keith Pollard before | made my decision — and the
basic storyline of even #300 and aps) slightly beyond
is already inherent in those Issues, Thus, I'll be around lor
that “}l: 300th issue, sven if only as a cheerleader.

soripting reins for the nonce are baing furned
over, with both my bluningb and active cooperation, 1o a
couple of names which will be familiar to everybody who's
read THOR for more than a year — namely, to Mark
Gruenwald and Relph Macchio. In faet, il they couldn't
have scripted, these next few issues, I'd probably have
‘| stuck around aut of sheer desperation,

After all, not only did Mark and Ralph Hll in with what |
consider an excellent two-parter some months back when
1 ran atou! of deadline problems — but both of them have
contributed materially to the storyline of the past year or
so, with their research and suggestions. I've
acknowledged my debt to them a time or two before, but
this is my last chance and by Odin I'll do so again!

S0, i many ways, it's still the same team ~ just with
the emphases a a bit ~ that'll be winding
ur the Celestials/Eternals/Ol mpurm?ard!w nerian
storyline whigh both the readers and | call “The stlale

Rest agsured - like it or don't, the ending would be
ust about the same | soripted
ssuesornotl :

Here also, ere | depart, I'd like 1o thank Marveldom
Assembied for ils encouragement and support during this

e like to think) im

uscema, Keith Pollard, Chic Stone, and Tom Palmer —
not 1o mention Wayne Boring in a super-special perform-
ance = for the beautiful artwork they've given me to play
with. And thanks to editor-in-chiet Jim Shooter for letling
me mess around with THOR in the first place.

"I miss it. | really will, -R.T.

those last few |

ant series of tales. Thanks to John |.

Dear Roy,

I've really got to congratulate you on what you've done
with the Celestials/Eternals sjoryline. At first | was skepti-
cal. The Eternals, although gowerful, were not in the same
league as Thor. | didn't think the Celestials were, either.

Perhaps that 's my main remaining objection. You have
shaken up the hierarchical tree of power in the Marvel
Universe. The Eternals should never have been able to give
the gods of Olympus a fight. | would also object to the idea
of Odin bending his knee to the Celestials, but | think there's
a plan behind that.

QOdin's past record shows that he never really uses any
of his powers to create or change things significantly. The
best example of that is the time he caused Ego-Prime to
avolve three humans Into the so-called "Young Gods." |
belleve he is trying to “'con’ the Celestials into doing some-
thing for him, and the battle between himself and Thor is
some Kkind of ghow (that only he knows about) for the
Celestials.

A}

ROY THOMAS
EDITOR |
MARK GRUENWALD B
NT EDITOR

Another interesting point that is extended further in
Issue ¥291 is the parallels and relationship between Odin
and Zeus. Are they of the same race? Are they “brothers”?
Are they different incarnations of the same being? (Zeus is a
younger Odin?) The latter is hinted at in the gurrent THOR
ANNUAL, when Zeus is shown able to stop Mjolnir, some-
thing only Odin and Thor can do (we'll just write off El Tpro
Rojo's abliity to deflect Mjolnir as total nonsense). This is
something | hope you'll develop.

I'm also glad you finally reintroduced the Young Gods
That ties together some of the loose ends that have been
hanging around since the issues numbered in the early
200's. Perhaps you'll also find a way tc answer the questions
raised in Thor's encounter with the Druld (#207). Especially
when Thor meationed Odin's name and the Druid said
sgmething like, “Woden is dead!" In Norse mythology
Woden |s another name for Odin. But who Is this Wodan?
Another Incarnation of Odin?

One tinal Inleresting bu! irrelevant observation. The
Celestials' philosophy Is diametrically opposed to that of
|he race of Watchers. The Celestials nol only interact with
legser beings, but they more or less determine those beings’
fate. The Watchers will not interiere at any cost, Perhaps a
confrontation between the two races over their respective
principles would make a good WHAT IF. Danny Ghen

Berkeley: CA 94704

We really don't think so, Danny. Il such an encounter
ever occurs, il ought to happen in our universe — which
would generally put it out of WHAT IF territory.

Incidentally, your letter raised sevaral points which
ware also mentioned to Ye Editor by associate editor Mark
Gruenwald some weeks back — especially the “Woden is

“dead” like spoken by the Super-Druld. The way we see It

now, though, it seems likely that the Druid was referring to
the Woden/Odin/Wotan of true Norse myth, who (as you saw
a couple of issuas back) was dastroyed in the Ragnarok of
some 2000 years ago. Apparently the Druid came to Earth
around that time and was aware of that Odin's fate.

We must admit, though, we think you're selling both the
Eternals and most particularly the Celestials short when you
don't think they have power enough to at least give the
Asgardians andior the gods of Olympus a good tussle. But
Leu'r. dead on target when you suspect that there's more to

din's hm-nndin? in Ron A.D. than Thor yet knows. Stick
around a few more issuds, and we think you'll begin to see
the answers to several of the questions you've asked above.
Dear Roy, L

Oh, would that there were a prize, Nobel or Pulitzer, for
literary achlevement in the comic art form! Thal prize would
surely be thine! Ye have totally enthralied this mortal with a
multl-faceted tale blending gods and Eternals in a brilllantly
woven lapesty of epic proportion. - ;

The current Thor saga builds with each issue. Even the
artists Involved seem to be reaching heights of perfarmance
they've never before attained. The cover illustralon by Kaith
Pollard and Bob Layton for THOR #292 is superb, The
strength and menace of the All-Father are powerfully
enhanced by his being at the apex of the triangular-thrust
design echoed by his spear, Gungnir, at the throat of Thor.
The whole is marred only by the omnipresent word balleon,
whose message might have been betler conveyed in a
caption across the bottom. Overall, this issue Is & very
impressive chapter in a storyline sure to become a glassic.

Thank you for taking me away from the day-lo-day
stresses of the business: world and encouraging my
thoughts and emotions to experience a part of tiie Marvel
Universe portrayed with such skill. Thank you for such con-
sistently high quality of concept realizatian, involving me In
your wgrid enough to evoke the need to write and lell you
how much I've enjoyed and appreciated your efforts in lwo
consecutive issues! . Righ Calgle

. Plainview, NY 11803

High praise indeed, Rich. And if we take you away, even

for a very short time, from the strains and stresses of this
world into the panorama of power and pagearitry which is

“awesome Asgard, it's all been worth while.

— —Roy Thomas.



