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When DR. DONALD BLAKE strikes his wooden walking-stick upon the ground, it becomes the mystic
hammer MJOLNIR— and the lame physician is transformed into the Norse God of Thunder, Master of
the Storm, Lord of the Living Lightning— and heir to the throne of eternal Asgard....
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MERE
MOMENTS
AGO, WE DIRP
BATTLE IN THE
ARENA OF
OLYMP/A
ANIP THE
MOLINTAING
OF THE PLANET

NOW, WE sTAND
HUNDREDS OF
MILES OUT iN
THE SEA CALLED
SPACE... WHERE
THE PRIME CELES-

Vi
/ 1 sAY
& THEE @y THOU

/ ONCE-ETERNAL
WHO NOW POTH
CALL THYSELF

ONLY "HERO"..

'TIS WITH YON

MAMMOTH

GOD THAT THOR
MUST DEAL...NOT
WITH THEE, WHO
BE MERELY HIS

BUT THE
ONE ABOVE
ALL, ALAS, HAS
NO WISH TO
DeAL MRECTLY
WITH Yo

THUS, [T BECOMES MY TASK TO
FINISH AT ONCE WHAT T BEGAN
SO FAR BELOW -~ (N

O

=

¥LAST (SSUE. |
—— ROV i

-ROY |

==IN THE DOMAIN T
AT
FTLURAS AND THE
ETERNALS,




SLRRENDER, GOLDMANE!
THE UNPARALLELED
MIND OF THE ONE
ABOVE ALL |NVADES
MY VERY THOUGHTE

-= BDS ME
SPARE YOU, F
YOuU wiLL vOw
NOT TO INTERFERE
WITH THE CELESTIALS |

YO HAVE .
CHOSEN YOLIR Y
OWN FATE, THEN..

NEEH (N LIFE OR
DEATH SHALL [ UTTER
SUCH A- -

2R Myt

<

...AND THE FORGOT TEN ONE WHO

ROAMED THE FARTH WHEN THERE WERE
AEROES N THE LAND, HAS THE LIN-
PLEASANT DUTY OF EXECUTING | T/

-~ MORE TIED N
TO MIDGARDS *

THAT WAS ONLY TRUE TILL

ZURAS BANISHED ME FOREVER

B\ FROM EARTH
\PLANET HAD NO MORE AEED A
. la)

#H/S CAUSE 1

- SAYING THE ,

F HEROES. P

THE ONE ABOVE \Ull
ALL FREED ME y
FROM BONDAGE .

TO ZURAS' .
Wikl... ™

SERVE NOW,

THY REASONS
MAKE MORE
SENSE TO ME--

THAN THOU
CANET ANOW--

--BUT STILL 1 AW 70@, \RABA.

MASTER OF THE STORM-- -

LORD OF THE L/IVING
LIGHTNING -

i1 4ip M t i
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YOU ARE STROWGER BY ¥ YET,ONCE T
FAR THAN THE TITANS AND
TYRANTS 1 FOUGHT (N

. THE DIM PAST, THOR.

AGE-OLD
COURSES.

-=STILL, X CAN DIRECT THE
POWERS OF THE VERY A/@ma-
MENT WHICH FLOW THROLIGH
THE METAL VEINS OF THIS
GIGANTIC STARCRAFT--

... WHILE, THE ABOVE
AL L WATEHES, (INSOEAKING,
LINMOVIVE,

Mol AS LONG AS MYETIC AMOLAIE
BE IN MINE HANDS, VILLAN-_

- MO AMOUNT
OF ELECTRICAL
ENERGY CAN

BATHE ME N THAT
WHICH LEAVES ME
MOST REERESHED!




.Fm-im;@ W DSTENT
NS G ARD;

LIKEST THOU
THE SCENE [
HAVE SHOWN TO
THEE, LORD ODIN...

e
L THAT LIVING PORTRAIT OF ‘\
THINE ONLY SLO00DSON, FIGHTING
FOR IS VERY LIFE 'GAINET THE
MINION OF THE OFL

”/\N\_/—
’ L
P o P b L

THOU ]

WELL HOW (T
PID REND MINE
HEART, <P TE-
FUL MIMIR.

FOR
THOUGH
 THOR BE
BANISHED FROM
ASGARD FOR
1D REASONS,

L
WHY PIDST
THOU NOT TELL
THE THUNDER
GOD THOSE

W THOU DOST TAUNT ME, O FIERY
AND HATED WELL OF WISDOM. ..

FOR THOU KNOWEST 1 OAAMNMOT

TRULY THE
SINS OF MINE
OWN RELATIVE
YouTH DO RE-
=\ Turn TO PLAGU
R ME NOW, AFTER

THEY B
NOT ALL THAT
HAVE RETURNEC
FOR THAT
PURPOSE!

;-...w

/

THOU HAST
RETURNED,
THENM, FROM
SPINNING

THY WeSs
OF FA7E?

AYE, RETURNED
IN SORROW

AND IN HOLY
ANGER. . .

KARN/LLA, THOU QUEEN )|
OF THE NORNS | -

FOR, WORD HATH REACHED ME THAT
THOL, MOST LOATHSOME OF MEN
AND GODS, HAST DONE THE ONE
DEED THAT MIGHT BRING THEE INTO
IRRECONCILABLE QONFL/ICT WITH
KARNILLAY

THOU
KNOWEST
FULL wWeLL
WHAT 1

YET, THOUGH I DID TRULY
ALLOW THY BELOVED
BALDER THE BRAVE TO
BE SACRIFICED. THAT 1
MIGHT STAVE OFF

- e > a— -
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THE LADY S/F
BATTLING A STOeM
G/ANT ALONE )7

IF THOU KMOWHST AUGHT, KARNILLA, THOU KNOWEST
THAT BALDER BE NOT TRULY DEAD -~ BUT IN THAT
TWIHIGNT STATE 'TWIXT LIFE AND DEATH WHERE
HE MAY STAY FOR ALL ETERNITY, LBST -

SENT OTHERS WHOM 1
LOVE BUT LITTLE LESS
THAN BALDER INTO
WORLDS FRAUGHT
WITH PERIL/

ASSARD (TaFLF FALL

THEN L&7,|T TOPPLE
HEADLONG! WHAT
CARE Z'7 '

I\

SPEAK
NOT TO ME
QOF DANGER

AYE,ON A FAR-OFF WORLD!
AND, THOUGH SHE BE NOT
LNSKILLED NITH A BLADE

LIE DOWN AND 2 THY SWORD
D/E, ASGARDIAN  CANNGT STAND
o GNAT! LONG BEFORE
. SKOLLS SUN-

V/ * SLAYING AXE! ey

L/

YET, EVEN A
LOWLY onvaT
MAY STING
A CLUMSY
LEHEMNOTH!

MAaNy

A BLOWS LIKE
= THAT TO LA
ME LOW

i W 'r'm".‘/

T




= NOT WHEN THE ALL-ARTHER

HATH GIVEN ME SOME SLIGHT

FRAGMENT OF HIS OWN DIVINE
ODINEORCE. .

H THis, AND THEN
TO DIRECT IT
THROLGH MY

L SROLL SHALL SLESHS
LONG-~- AND 1 HOPE THAT
HE HATH NOT DAMAGED
THAT WHICH I DO SEex

IN YONDER CAVE,

HAH/! Ay
WORDS

-« ENOW TO SHOW THEE I WOULD
SACRIFICE ALL E'EN MINE QWN SON
OR THE BELOVED DAUGHTER OF
HEIMPALL, FOR THE SAKE QF THE

. G EAMING RERNLM.

T NOTICE
THOU STAYEST .
SAFE AT HOME,

WORD ALSO
REACHED ME,
THROUGH

CALLED E
WARRIORS
THREE.

AYE, T HAVE GENT 7MiM,
LIKEWISE, TO A PESOLATE
AND DANGER- FILLBD
LAND.. .ON A MiSSiON
AT WHICH E'EN THOU
CANST ONLY GUESS,

OLLOWING



B f
MINE OWN
IMMORTAL

AN

N N

ol s LEuL,
THAT
FANDRAL ...

: THE MAN- N
DERA o;‘EMB%w
o\ t?wn%;;-»!oa@eg

= STEEL !
' NOW, THOU AND THY

TORMENTED FAFNIR SHARE |
TWO EYES "TWEEN YE.,

" __.SS¥E TWO SHOULD
I BE ALL/ES NOW, RATHER
il THAN THY SENDING Foés
Bl 'GAINST HIM FOR SOME LIN- o
A !MP‘BEDBREASON OF THINE
WH. LY




AANDRAL! THY SCHEME--
HATH BACKFIRED.

// "gR,PE‘RHﬂPﬁ IT BE ALREADY
LATE FOR THAT !

WHEN WE PO
1 MEET AGAIN-- IN
ViaemAaLLA. 4

--WHEN THE
(2 FIERY BREATH
OF FAFNIR HATH
REOUCED YE ALL

TO FORMLESS,

FOR THE BODY
OF AN ASGARD-
IAN TO BE
TRANSMIGRATED
TO VALHALLA,

OF YOURs,
NAUCGHT
SHALL RE-

MAIN, FOR
ODIN o

eRIMSON
FLAMES £rLe
THY OMNISCREEN
NOW, MILORD

ODIM...

. OBSCURING THE FORMS OF
L 'FiY DOOMED WARRIORS THREE,

SHALL L TUNE IT
FINEL

THE IMAGE
FRADE!

THAT THEY OR
THE LADY SIF
OR THY BE-
LOVED BALDER
SHOULD
PERISH =

THINE AC7S DO \/ NOW, WILT
DROWN THY THOU RESTFORE

ENOYGH WEASLING
WORDS ! T'LL HAVE
BALDER LIVING,
OR T'LL HAVE
REVENGE.




SEWARE, NORN! THOUGH
THOU MAYEST INDEED
SPIN THE FATES OF MEN
AND IMMORTALS ON
THINE (NFERNAL LOOM,
SEEK NOT TO THREATEMW

GO ON, LORD ODIN—
SMITE HER! DESTROY
HER, IF THOU CANST/

LET ALL THE COSMOS
SEE HOW 8RavE THOU
ART, TO ANNIHILATE

A GODDESS AS OLD
E'EN AS THYSELFS

AYE,
DESTROY ME
IF THOU ART
ABLE--OR ELSE|
T'LL FIGHT THEE
TILL 8OTH

THINE EYES
BE GONE!

I FARE YE
i wELL BOTH
MY WELL-
WISHERS !

QODIN BE MANY THINGS, MORE E'EN THAN
THOU CANST KNOW... BUT HE BE MO

THAT MUCH DIMINISH
THE PLEASLIRE
1 SHALL TAKE N

SEEING HIM
FAIL.

THOU ART SURE,
THEN, HE mwires
FAIL 2

ST . THEN I SHALL TAKE NO
OTHER ACTION, FOR
FUTURE BE AS AN \-.-‘.. =
OPEN SCROLL? ¢ AL 7

P PERHAPS, WHEN
OPIN BE SUFFICIENTLY

FULL LIFE ... AT
KARNILLA'S SIDE.




WHILE, BACK N OUTER SPACE W
TMIE DIMENSION -~

I AM NERO

WILT 7M0L NOW RRENDER, i

NOW, DO YOU
HEAR ME?Z _

—

N h > ’?’/,'///ﬁ TR\

ﬁ—O_MMER FOE HAVE I FOUGHT, FORGOTTEN ONE-- WHETHER ABOVE, ON, OR UNPER THE @

—

17
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--BUT STILL
AM T THOR/
‘:.:___“x._
THOR
= M > m~n\ -
Z= : | & B HURL AGANST
Z P / S o7l 73 ; THE ALLEGED
y S

AND WHAT
FHOU CANST
SEND
HURTLING

AT ME--

NOT WHEN, WITH A SINGLE WYTHERING (LANCE, NOR #AS THE FORGOTTEN
THE PRIME CELESTIQE CAN MELT WAT ONE S AME OF YOuR ;6437
MAMMOTH, symsmpxc FEOSE - WEAKENED WIS SINEWS. .

—UATT] WW/” : \f/wwum
- THL IT /5 NO s 4
MOA?E THAN AN -
INEINT TESINAL
MOTE--

YOUR STRENGTH
SEEMS MOSTLY IN YOUR
AHAMMER, THUNDERER ...

... EVEN AS F“'i\ THE FORMER LEGEND,AT V BUT PERHAPS
MINE WAS % RN LEAST WAS TRUE! EVEN mY IF [ CAN KEEP
RUMORED LA STRENGTH-- CANNOT LIFT--  YO&/ FROM
ONCe To Be | [ 244 THE HAMMER ! WIELDING T,
Do) ALL 1N MY LONG| [ / U 7#47 wWiLL--
FLOWING 7

-

TRESSES.

///,

'TIS NOT "7’:’/?! {ifi SSS
THY DESTINY

# TO KNOW THE -.._ R
TRUTH OF |
THAT, ‘HERO -

20 CONTINUED AFTER NEXT PAGE




Y~ NOT WHILST L MUST HUKRY-- ERE MY BRAVADO AND HE COULD NOT STAND FOR A SINGLE = 374
POTH TURN TO WORMWOOD N NS TANT 'GAINST THIS SCION OF OLYMPIA/! g
MY MOUTH. ) " /

w,"”'_'

THEH LET THE WORD BE 7RUMPETED THROUGH THE KNOWN AND UNKNOWN UNIVERSES-- ¥ 7400 BE
THROUGHOUT BVERY -.,ObMt)ﬁ THERE BE, FROM HERE TO THE I—ARTHL 5T ‘~1AR QND E'EN BFEYOND: THE MOST

) ' : FORMIDABLE

§ WARRIOR OF
ALL,AS DOTH

NOW SCE4AT (i AK THOU C4 '-\N"'T AND TELL
ME HOW I ma #KJLJ' THY STAR-S l-"hWNt_L RACE
FIFTY-YEAR JUDGMENT OF MIDGARD/

24,

OR FACE THE
HOWER QF
v THE
MIGHT OF

R MIOLNRS

'"TWAS THY
FIGHT YON
WALIANT

ETERNAL
eipF I\., oY
NOT HIS OWN.




STRONG WORDS, THENA, MY DAUGHTER.
- AND WHAT say YO/, |KARIS ¢
QUR FELLOW

ETERNALS GROW e, WE GAVE OUR
REKTLESS, ‘A T WORD TO THE
FATHER Y . Y

WE MUST
\, STRIKES

OMLY
T ?E'.E‘Y ACTION...
THAT S ALL. 4

TRUE, FATHER | AND FROM HWAT, e EAR ME, THEN, 1 Y’ WE ARE FREE NOW
EVERY MOMENT WE THENAT) ¥ RULE THAT WE HAVE TO ACT ON OUR
DELAY, WE'VE LESS FULFILLED OUR VOW AS 15 FITTING Fi
HOPE OF PROTECTING sy T TO THOR, GOD OF ETERNALS BORMN. (

JURSELVES FROM f = o \ THUNDER.

FROM- .

ARE PRIVY '
TO THE
SECRET

Alms OF THIE

CELESTIALS

N ORE, MY CHILDREN, WE SPOSED THE
SPACE SO CRAFT IN OUR ORGAN/C FORM—
BUT TOOK NO HOSTILE ACTION.

TOUR KNOW B . ! N o 31 ; { bt
LEDGE g 1 TIME, WE

- - F 5, L SHALL ABIDE
BY THE DECISION OF Z&RAas
WHATEVER I'T mAay BE




b2

! ONLY TO SCoar
ME t/)b

BEHELD THY
FELLOW DO UNTQ
AN AIRLINER

WELL, SPACE GOP THOUGH
THOU BE, THOU HAST MUCH
T LEARN -~

S0, TH-;!-LT(\
WILT Q7T
DEIGN TO
SPEAK. TO ME

OF THINE
QOWN ACCORD.

BUT wisH

, AS I

YET, ERE WE DO BAT TLE-
(F BATTLE WE MUST-- 1
WOULD BEHOLD THE FQCE

OF HIM WHO QPPOSES ME,

/

7 AND V7,

2 LIGHTNING N\/// /.
L7~ [ HATH OTHER /4
- REACHES /

THAN MERE

/4

/,.,

BT AS ThE
HAMMER -

DIRECTED BEAM
STRIKES THE
GRIM BLACKNESS
WIHICH ENSHROGDS
THE TOWERING
FAGURE ..

BY (DUNNE
GOLDEN

W& o VPPLES! THE ~
ILLUMINATE SHADOWS DO

SWALLOW THE
LIGHT, LIKE UNTO
A BLACK

HOLE /S

THE DARK
FLACES

THESE CELESTIALS YK
DO BEND E'EN
TiME AND SPACE
TO THEIR WHIMS,

IT SEEMS,




-~ A8 THE SON OF
QOIN LEARNS, A
MOMENT LATER -

THOU ART #OT ¥
ABOVE THE
EHYSICAL,

-OR EVEN

PERMAPS, LOSING

THY 7EmPeR--

AND SMASHING

INSTRUMENTS

OF UsSE TO
THEE

I'VE NO
DESIRE NOW

FROM SUCH sTRIPES,
MAYHAP SOME OF
THE TALES OF SEWew-
LEAGUE B0OTS
WERE BORN.

YET, 7THOR
HIMSELF HATH
GIVEN BIRTH TO
LEGENDS, IN
HIS DAY--




waxar/? o I SHOULD N/ FOR, DID NOT AW

MINE [MMORTAL HAVE MYSTIC MALLET LIKE-
EYES DECEWE SBYSPECTED WISE RECOIL FROM
ME < TWOouLD THE GREAT SHINING

HAPPEN. DOME ABOUT TUE
CELESTIALS' CITY
AMID THE SKY-
JUTTING ANDEST™

TRAPPED

HERE, THEN
WITH NO
WAY OF
EBSCAPE!

MIOLNIR
DOTH RICOCHET

FROM YON
SHADOWY
SHIELD ABOUT
THE SPACE
GOU's HEAD!

“=ONLY TO FINDG THAT EVEN THE GRM
so¢ armgc 8Y comear
BE DENIED HiM !

“=KNOW THOU

I THAT THIS

‘| SO OF

| ASGARD

* | SHALL GO

DOWN AMmID

THE FIERCE

AND FURIQUS
'E OF

AZE O,
BATTLE!

ACE
/e o

e ¢ THOU

POST MEAN
TO Seqy ME
HERE AMONGST
THINE ADAMANTINE
SHLENCE,
WOLINTAINOUS ONE-

TRULY, THIS BE

MALKNESS BEYOND
COMPARE-- TO BE
SWAT TED ASIDE.
LIKE UNTO AN

-=1, WHO
HAVE WITH-
STOOD ALL ‘THT




YET WHILST EARTH STANDS 7HOEATENED NAY, NOT |F ASGARD
BY THINE ILK, I'LL MO7T FALL-- UNLESS /TSELF WERE ARRAYED

IT BE IN DEQ7H.7 AGAINST ME WOULD [
. i ABANDON MINE ADoP7ED

WOoRLD TO

7 A8 THE OWE ASOW I . W £4'7 BE THIS SOME : MAYY HOLD! His
ALL BTRETONES : > NEW ATTACK-- ) 4§ STRANGE PALW
Scownis oaor. 4 SR rckERY ? R s o REc
£ e A L § i i A . 5
—_— ; 3 . TO FORM IN THE
\ ¥ AlR BEFORE
ME ~-

THOUSAND YEARS
AGONE, JUST BEFORE
THE COMING OF THE
SPACE GODPs'
THRED HOST/ ™

AND-- MY
SIRE DOTH GEM2
THE | KNEE BEFORE
THE ONE CALLED
ARISHEMN -~ LE
OF THE CELESTIALS /
ON. EARTH !

IF THIS IMAGE BE
TRUTH, THEN T NOW
DO KNQOW. WY ODIN
FORBADE ME TO
INTERFERE WITH
THEIR FIET Y- YEAR
TLDEMEN,
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Dwoar Roy
I really do wish one could go back and erase mistakes mada
in one's life and start over again. It would make all of Iite's
‘problems, big and small, quite solvable, wouldn't 'it? Well, we
both know that's not possible, and since | consider the entire
Celestial storyline a mistaks, it makes it all the more unfor
tunate
| address this to THQH because it i§ here that the powers:
that-be declded to dump Kirby's brainchild. Mind you, | love
thi artwork, and the scripting is as good as I've come to expect
when | read a Roy Thomas mag; THOR has never been better,
in those respects. But the Celestlals are going to make it all worth
luss, and perhaps everything Marvel has produced worthless as
well. Marvel's strongest point has always been (as you, perh
better than anyone, should resllze) it continuity. Writers and
artléts might come and go, but the Marvel Universe® remaing
basically the same. In recent years, you guys have even made o
better-than-average attempt at tying together the histories of
characters dadting back to the Golden Age, as in the case of
Captain Amerlca and the Invaders. But all of this is for naught
in light of the massive changes rhut not only ong, or two char
acters, but an entire universs, must undetgo with the advent of
the Colestials, There is-almply no way to convince me that they,
ar gny of the other characters in the ETERNALS title, could
have coexisted with the rest of Marvel humanity, on this very
planet, without our having come Into contact with them before
And that, for me, ruing just about everything
Look, | know It's not your fault. It isn't aven Jatk Kirlby's
fault, although somebody should have known better. The
Etornals and thair reality were a great conogpt, as almost ovaery
thing of Jeck's s, but they just couldn’t mbld with the Marvel
Universe as we know it antd not shatter everything to the
foundations. 11 makes me vary sorry. A hit of the Marvel magic
thas died
Jonathan Hochbery
460 .Riverside Dr.
New York, NY 10027
It & “bit of the Marvel magic” has indeed died, h

idea of how'to reconcile Olympia and Olympus, ete.. was just

' beginning to congeal in my mind. Each day, each week, each

issue plotted for THOR, the total concept becomes clearer
(though certain aspects of its conc!l{sinn. which | won’t revesl
now, have always been in view, or 1'd not have begun).

"Jack Kirby's ETERNALS, for me, are one of the great
creations of the 1970 in comichooks— and | say this as one
who was barely familiar with them while the mag was still being
published, No, | didn't like the writing— and 1 still grit my
teath when | see how an artempt was made thersin, albeit not
maliciously on Jack’s part, to undercut the antire validity. of
the rest of the Marvel Universe— Thor, Zeus’ Olympus, almost
wverything, from the origins of the human race on up.

“Then, it came to me that a synthesis cow/d be attained, and
that it would be best reached in the pages of THOR, the first
and always major comicbook from 1962 on to deal with uuda
on earth,

“Your error, Jnnathnn to repeat, is in judging that thers is
‘no way' the characters in the ETERNALS title can be brought
into the Marvel Universe without hurting the latter. This may
or may not be true-— but no one will be in a position to say so
until the current storyline finishes, many moaons from now. Till
then, your statement is, alas, equivalent to someone reading s

" locked-room murder mystery and saying, ‘There's no way this

murder could have happened.” It's good if the writer (and in
comics, the artists) can sét up a situation where the reader thinks
this; but if he has any faith in or respegt for the author, tha
reader will at least suspend real judgment till the ¢nd of tha
story. After all, who'd be intergsted in coming to grips with a
mystery if all the loose ends ware wrapped up at the beginning,
not at the end?

“To sum up and elaborate; finally: It's quite possible that, in
a limited way, i was a mistake to let Jack Kirby create some
of his alternate universes the way he did in THE ETERNALS
and elsewhere. But | think it would be a far greater mistake to
let the characters languish forever on the outer fringes of the
Marvel Unium the more so because sooner or later some less

then we hope you won't resent it if we tell you that wa think It s
vour attitude, not ours, which has killed it—if indeed it's dead
at all, which we'd like to doubt. You have a strong point, of
course, so Roy'd like to answer you thusly. And we quote:

"I could not agree more with Jonathan Hochberg— /f the
basic assumptions underlying his understanding of what | intend
to do with the Thor/Eternals/Celestials storyline were not
almost totally wraong! As it is, | must disagree with him almost
unmpletelv

"His mistake is @ common ane amang those few detractors
of the current plotline: He thinks it impossible for the Eternals
and Celestials to be in any way reconciled with the Marvel
Universe without hurting the latter. To ma, this is similar-to
warlier statements by scientists that man would never be able to
survive spaads greater than 36 m.p.h., let alon® go to the moon.

“It's for that reason, | suspect, that when | suggested to
Jim Shootsr that | be allowed to be the one to bring the
Eternals and Company into the good ol’ M.U., he enthusiastically
concurred. After all, | mysell had been, in private ifl not in
latters pages, a leading aritic of certain alements of Kirby's
ETERNALS hook. | did not think that any non-licensed color
comic should exist which could not be reconciled in some way
with the Marvel Universe, | still don’t, any more than | did the
day | decreed that Spider-Man and Dracula should co-star, but
never meet, in the pages of MARVEL TEAM-UP.

"Thus, as you can see, no 'powers-that-be’ decided to 'dump’
the Eternals in THOHR. It was | who requested permission to use
them more or less exclusively for the next year or so— that's
the only way I'd touch the whole project — even though the

consi y-minded soul would be bound to bring in Ikaris or
Sersi or someona from Kirby's cast, if only to round out a team-
up type book or annual. This would be, to my mind, doing
the real violance 1o the Marvel Universe.

"When the current THOR series is over, | give you my personal
ward that, whether you /fke the end result or not, the Marvel
Universe will still be intact, the Eternals and Crew will stand as
a certain distinct but not overriding part of it, angd you'll have
learnad more about Thor, Odin, and Asgard - not to mention
marth— in the process

“In the meantime, by all means, criticize—suggest— involve
yourself, | love reader fegdback, whether 1 agree with it or not
and I'm not fool enough to ignore it. But gimme a break, huh?
Let me finish the fershlugginer story before you decide
positively that it's wrongheaded. . . and give me and my fellow

Marvel editors (Jim, Mark, Ralph, et a/ ) credit for trying to
fmprpve the Marvel Universe, not destroy it.
“End of plea. See you in a year of so. .

ONSALE EVERY MONTH/




