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When DR. DONALD BLAKE strikes his wooden walkingstick upon the ground, it becomes the mystic
hammer MJOLNIR—ind the lame physician is transformed into the Norse God of Thunder, Master of
the Storm, Lord of the Living Lightning— and heir to the throne of eternal Asoard....
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ITE ABOUT TIME, HES GOT A LOT OF

GALL ASKING US TO CIRCLE ABOUT UP
HERE WHILE HE TOOK THAT MORTAL
WENCH BACK TO SERSI'S APARTMENT,

. I'M SURE YOU
KNOW WHEREOF
YOU SPoEqK/

MINE APOLOGIES FOR THE
UNSEEMLY DELAY ETERNALS.
AND MUTATES.

AND WHEN | T COMES
10 &SMALL, REJECT...

EVEN THOUGH

MARGO DAMIAN HAD

BEEN THERE BEFORE,

E ALL AGREED THAT
Youwg (s

IF THE HUMANS ARE Y L
SO WEAK, THENA,
WHY THE DevIL DID
YOU ETERNALS
EVEN BOTHER
TRYING TO FORM
AN ALLIANCE
WITH THEMT =

l\f.v :

PHYSICAL
PROWESS
SN T
EVERY THING
REJECT..

*ETERNALS |6, --AT

BUT THEN, THAT'S EOMETHING You
WOULON'T KNQ

mvuﬁi?i

-~AND I'LL DO IT A& [F YOU--

MHALTYS
THIS 15 THE
PERSONAL
FLAGSHIP ©F

\

BICKERING 'TWixT B
ATES !

WHILE P ERONT... |

BE A PLACE WITH PHYSICAL
ON TH/IS PLANE!?

- ... THEN, UNLIKE THE
OLYMPOUS " OF THE GRAECO-ROMAN
GODS, THIS “OLYMPLAQ " OF THE ETERNALS

THIS MAY SOUND
STRANGE, SINCE
HIS DEATH OC-
CURRED A THOUSAND
YEARS AGQ, BUT...
PIDP HE SPEAK ANY
EINAL

EXISTENCE

YES, THOR.
BUT, BEFORE
WE REACH
(T, THERE S
SOMETHING
1 MUST
KNOW

YOU WERE AMONG THE
LAST TO SEE MY FATHER _ W8
WRAKO ALIVE, WEREN'T You?

" WHEN 'HE DID

AYE, IKARIS...

SACRIFICE HIM-

SELF TO SAVE -
THE EARTH FROM THANKS. AS
THE MUTATE THE MORTALS SAY...
I MEEDED THAT.




—

NOW, HANG ON TO
YOUR MELMETS,
KIDRIES

THEN, WHEN THE
SHE HAS BEEV

OH, (KARIS-- WHEN 'Y
ARE YOU GOING TO
LET YOUR HAIR

DOWN AND

I KNOQW THIS (5 A SLOW
BOAT TQ CHINA AS FAR
AS YOU'RE QONCERNEPR,

THUNDER GOD,..WE'RE 4 -
GQING SCARCELY TWACE —

THE SPEED OF SOUND,
BuT... W =

ok

L/

i

SERS(, WE'VE NOT FORGOTTEN THAT
YOU HELPED SAQVE US ALL FROM THE
DEVIANTS" BUT MUST YOU REALLY
SNAP BACK INTO YOUR FRIVOLOUS

SELF SO 707ALLYT

MACHINE CONSOLE
THAT SISTER
THENQ WA

PLAYING WITH,
FOR INSTANCE .,

THERE, IEN'T |T MUCH
NICER TO SEE THIS
PREARY FLAGEHIP

DECORATED WITH
A FEW POSHES 7

BRING THE
GYROTRONIC

BACK, WITCH

OR I'tk--

COORPINATOR

OH, ALL RIGHT--
BUT MY ROSES
WERE FAR
PRETTIER!

NOW, HERE
WE ARE IN
oLYMPIA

BESIDES, YOU
MUST ADMIT L'VE

HELPED THE TZ/ME
PASE QUICKLY ...

an

CONTINUED AFTER 2ND PAGE FOLLOWING
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}{ NEXT MOMENT - INCTHOUT WARNING - -/

. .1'::' o

g

~ .

FLYING
SHLCERS -

HERE (N

/"

THAT SHIRY GOLDEN \ . .
OISC/ | T STRUCK THE
SHIP -- SHATTERED THE
RIGHT GRAY ROCKET!
BUT-- WHAT IN THE
NHAME OF ALL THE
CELESTIAL HOSTS




BE THERE NGO waAY TO
REGA/N CONTROL OF
THE CRAFT IKAR(S ¢

THERE'S

~NO TIMES
WE'VE ONLY
ONE COURSE
OF ACTION:

NAY, 'TWAS NO "L yinG SAvcER ™ -
"TWAS FAR TOO SAMALL TO
BE A CRAFT, SAVE OR

INSECTS ! '

==IT WAS BI¢G ENOUGH
AND SOLIP FNOUGH 10
SEND OUR FLAGSHIP
CAREENING TOWARD
THE MOLNTRINS
BEYOND QLYMPIA!

\ "
D e 5 FLAGSHIP!

SURELY, THENA, THE TECHNOLOGY
WHICH DID BUILD YONDER CITY BE
CAFABLE OF CREATING MANY
TR | | SRAFT SUCH AS THE ONE
: DEMOLISHED.
- WE BE HERE

ON A MISSION
WORE URGENT:
TO FIND A WAY
TO MEET THE
MENACE OF THE
SPACE GOOS
\ WHOM YE DO CALL
THE CELESTIALS.

MILLISECOND
TOO SOOW,
EITHER !

EACH ONE
SAFE AND
ACCOUNTED
FOR ™

LEVITATE, TO
SOME EXTENT.

CURSE THE FATES! S
I HAD PROMISED FATHER
ZURAS I WOULD RETURN

WIS PFRSONAL VESSEL [N 1
ONE PIECE-- NOT iN MAaNY. A

7

bod
THANKS FOR TAKING
RETJECT AND ME
WITAH YOU..




AH, 1 SEE NOW WHAT IKARIS MEANS
THE GOLDEN DISC CAME FROMW THAT
STADIUM- L IKE RUCTURE OVER
THERE =+ THE ONE FROM WHICH A
>¢::O£WS OF SCREAMS SEEMS

TO BE EMANATING.

THE YELLS ARE NOT UNLIKE
THOSE HEARD WHEN I FACED
REJECT IN THE DEVIANTS
b\fﬂ'&'ﬁﬂ OF COMNEAT.

¥ YET, ALREADY, T
0O SUSPECT YON
SHOUTS BE OF A
FAR D/EFERENT
NATURE, MUTATE,

WE HAVE

COME, UNEXPEC-
TEDLY, AT A

WOMENT OF GREAT Lod

a AMAOR

TO THE DENIZENS )
~ OF DIVINE
OLYMPIA:

Y TUAT DAY OF DAYS WHEN THE
ETERNALS ARE HOLDING THEIR
OWN, CRIGINAL OLYMBvesS.” "

[ mrGarry Y ALL WHO COME IN PEACE
ZorRas ! ARE WELCOME IN OLYMFIA
BEHOLD H THE GAMES ARE
CSOME FOOT, MAKKARI.
RETURNING =

PRODIGALS -

WELL TO BR»
T MY ATTENT




GOOD! BUT IF THIS
GOLDHAIR |§ TRULY
THE SON OF OPIN- -

HE HELPED US N
DESTROY THE
DEVIANTS NEw

GREAT ZURAS THIS
5 , GOD OF
HUNDER. .

PLEASE, PRIME
OMNE - - WE MUSTN'T.

AYE, MASTER . 'y i THEN, DOMO, YOU AMAY RECOMMENCE
OF OLYMPIA . ! THE CONTESTS... AND THOR, WE'LL
THOUGH '"Twas e TARLA LATER
MOSTLY BY & i
MINE OWN YOu SEE, THOR, 7
HAND, 1 -~ MAJOR DOMO'S JOB e =
15 TO KEEP o

QOLYMPUS RUNNING
SMOOTHLY.., AND

ANY DELAY
LPSETS HIM

TERRIBLY.

HOW ABOUT IT, IKARIS? YOU FLY FAR TOO WELL 'TIS PASSING STRAMEE
FOR ANY OF UE TO COMPETE WITH YOU, BUT HOW : THAT SUCH A RACE

ABOUT YOUR ENTERING THE DASCUS TH OF GODLIKE BEIMGS
COULD HAVE EXISTED

SO T WAS A 50 LONMG ON ‘f
STRAY DISCUS T'LL SAVE THAT MIDGARD... J O
THAT FELLED INFORMATION TO REFALE

QOUR CRAFT | THE PRIME OME-- WHEN

I RELATE PRECISELY WHAT

HAPPENED TO HIS FAVORITE
EFLAGSHIP.

- MND YET
ESCAPED.

IT SEEMS,
THE EYE OF
BOTH Q&
AND MYSELF




OR, MAYHAP MOT SO STRANGE. .,
FOR, DID NOT THE INCOMPARABLE
/A OF THE HIM.AL_AYab
LIKEWISE ELUDE E'EN QUR
NOTICE FOR UNTOLD
MILLENNIA S

JURAS' WORDS-- BESPEAK 7 1O THINK OF A5G40

NG KNOWLEDGE OF EVENTS 3 1 15 TO THINK OF MILARY
jl S -~ SHE WHO HATH
BEEN MY TRUE LOVE,
PREDESTINED DOWN
THE AGES.

HE SAHOMRLD NOT koW
HAVE GREATLY FIRED MINE
AMBATIENCE 1O

THESE
ETERNALS
BE A
NOBLE
RACE.
L) METHINKS

LEARN MORE

BUT, ‘T8
NOT FOR
THOR TO JON
IN THEIR
NOISOME
FROLICS.

MISS HER
THOUGH I MAY, T
DARE HOPE SHE DOTH
NOT PINE OERMUCH
FOR ME IN 'MM.JFTHL

YET, I SENSE THE CHIEF
ETERNAL WILL BE HURRIED
NO MORE THAN THE #Ade-

FATHER HIMSELF WOULD BE.

STILL, WHAT 8ETTER .
SPOT BE THERE TO
HIDE THAT wuh_H
I DO SEEK

.. THAN AMONG YONDER MOLDERING,
MONUMENTAL RWVE OF A LONG -
FALLEN RACE QF TITANSE

EALLEN
WE MAY BE
ASGARDIAN

PLACE THIS 15
TO WHICH QDN
HATH SENT ME! §

A__.BUJ WE SHALL PASE
AIN, ONE DAY, TO

MAKE OF ASGARD A
FAR MORE DESOLATE
FPLACE THAN THIS !

YET, 1 SHOULD
HAVE KNOWN THAT
THE ENNITY
TWIAT THY KIND
AND MINE BE QLOER |
AND DFEP&.&'

MAYHAP HE AL B e
KENOWS NOT A S
EVERYTHING

AMOT To Do
BATTLE WITH
THEE, GIANT.




’

Wl FOR. ]
IT BE OVERLY

E ON STiLL

AMNOTHNER NVORLD

THE NEXT INSTANT HOIW- -
EVER, 1T IS TNE NAMELESS,| ;
TOMERAG STOBMN G/aANT

AND THE WHAEH 1S TOO MUKCH WARM HERE
WHOSE COLOSSAL ARE N LDy S Wi 5, LATE AND FELLOW
STRIKES THE FIRST \ \ AODENLY FTOOW . ASGARDIANS.

r,‘ D& HER-

HAGHTY SLow
'R \ft“‘k“'

WOuULD THAT
THE ALL -
FATHMER HAD
ENSCONCED US
TO A MORE
TEMPERATE

F CLEARLY, IN THE
CASE OF THE

ARGARDIANS "mmoRTas ).

MEANS IMMUNITY FROM

NATURAL DEATH, NOT
FROM COMBAT.

-~ RAGNARDK N RO

CARRY \N.\.Jhl 50
WUCH BLUBBER.

OMLY ONE OF

STAGES
POWER COWN.D CARRY
IT AT ALL FRIEND
FANDRAL.

FOR, WE DO ENTER
THAT SELFSAME
CAVERN WHICH
QDIN HATH
PESCRIBED
TO Us.

I DO WISH IT HAD BE-
HOOVED QUR LORP TO
INFORM LS OF WHAT

WE DO SE&L HERE.

I'T MATTERS
LITTLE WHAT YE
SOUGHT PUNY ONES!
IT MATTERS ONLY
WHAT YE HAVE
INSTEAD FOUND--

== WHICH |9
o, Ad

NAY 'TIS THE VERY

CAVE RIGHT ENOW, . 3
FORWARD HOGUN] - LEST TAKS,
K THOU OFFAL
I PRAY THEE 7 'l OF ASGARD!
09 NOT OWT-
ST e
LEST--

Tig THE
PRAGON
FAENIRY

M- MAYHAP
THIS BE THE
WRONG CAVERN,
THEM... SINCH
TiS C-CLEARLY
ALREADY




MOST WARFUL b= : 3 h I SHALL MAKE THEE WISH THOU
AND DESPICABLE HADST STAYED WHERE THOU
OF WORMS.” < ; HADST FALLEN £OMS AGO,
; FAFNIR, IN THE ROCKY PITS
'NEATH THE LAND CALLED
NASTROND! ™ 1--

‘,i.“ W
o

THAS BE .
FAFNIR'S ABODE NOW--
AND YE THREE HAVE
INVADED IT-- TO

YOUR SoReRow.”

L-LET US COMPLETE ITIN
PEACE -~ AND WE'LL NOT s
H-HARM THEE .| 4

FOooL
MENTIONING

‘AND TLL HAVE
MY VENGEANCE,

BY UsinNG IT TO
DESTROY HIS
THREE LACKEYS!

Bur Now as T [wuar N THe name A BLAST OF SHEER
M s S — | LOF THE ewWr-mine? ENERGY-- HURLING US
JBACK TO A - APART, AS |F WE WERE
DUYMPIA...| LEAVES CAUGHT IN
THE GRIP OF A

HURRICANE |

I'M GLAD YOU
CHANGED YOUR
MIND ABOUT
COMPETING,
IKARIS,

A
TERNAL h BUT, Ww~O
AROUND WHO CAN ; WOULD HAVE--

WHO coue
HAVE - - :D

SIWE ME A
GOOD FIGH




You Do NOT KNOW

ME, THEN -- BUT WHY
SHOULD You, WHEN
I'VE NOT BEEN PER-
MITTED TO WALK

AMONG MY FELLOW
ETERNALS FOR
MANY AN AGE/

BUT, T WALK AMONG YOU
700AY-- AND OLYMPIA
SHALL TREMBLE TO
MY HEAVY TREAD.

NEVER AGAN AFTER
THIS DAY SHALL T BE

ZurAs! Vil STRIAE, PRIME ONe! [T
DID You B TROUBLE, |

HEAR ? 4\

NO! HE LOOKS
STRANGELY ALTERED
NOW FROM WHAT
HE WaAS BEFORE -~
AND L WOULD

HEAR HIM OUT.

SPEAK FORGOTTEN ONE ! )]

THAT I W/LL, ZURAS.. W YOU BANISHED ME, EONS AGO.
THOUGH You wWon'T TO THE LONELIEST DWELLING N
LIKE MY STORY. ALL OLYMPIA-- BECAUSE EARTH,
. You SAID HAD NO MORE MEED
OF HMEROES SUCH AS 1 HAP
BEEN IN AGES PAST.

LAND (NDUCED ME TO EMO MY
uouss ARREST . EVEN UME ME E
HiS METALLIC LOOK YOU SEE A DEVIANT-

; SET BoME
WHICH HAD BEEN
SECRETED THERE!

ti,.ill'n

gu‘&‘

HOT‘HER‘-H{F* OF THOSE

VIT SEEMED T WOULD
YOU CALL THE CELESTIUS.. [

FLOAT THROUGH SPACE

EXCHANGING MY FORMER
ALONENESS ONLY FOR EVENJ
LONELIER SEQ7H.

CONTINUED AFTER 2ND PAGE FOLLOWING

"I ACCOMPLISHED MY <
i PERILOUS TASK...




AY BODY. HOWEVER, FLOATED INTO
THE NEAKBY, GIGANTIC MOTHERSHIP
OF THOSE WHO CALL THEMSELVES

THE CELESTIALS.. .

UAND OVER ME FELL THE
LOOMING SHADOW QF
THE OME A8OVEF ALt .
HE WHO COMMANDS
THE FOURTH HOST. »

O

YWHILE YO, ZURAS,

DID NOT EVEN NOTICE
L WAS GONE FROM

OLYMPIA, HE RESTORED
ME TO LAEE. . . MADE
ME FAR MIGHTIER
EVEN THAN BEFORE.

--BUT HAS SENT ME
HERE AS Hi9 EMessary’,

T WHAT
PLRPOSE,
NAMELES
ETERNAL

NAMELESS OR
ETERNAL 4O
LONGER ZURNS!
T, WHO WaAS
ONCE THE ESSENCE
AF SO MANY
MY THICAL HERDES
ON EARTH, NOW
HAVE BUT QWE

NAME:

UND LONGER AM T TU BE CALLED THE
FORGOTTEN ONE - FOR ME Hns
NOT PORGOTTEN ME --

b J

HERQ %! A SORRY
NAME FOR ONE
WHO QBPOSES

us

WHY DON'T waou

SMASH HIM, SIRE
BEFORE HE CAN
PO US MISCHIEFS

N

MORE: T SHALL NOT
STRIKE HIAMA DOWN,
UNLESS HE COMMITS
SOME HOSTILE
Ac

s A 5.
YOU RETURNED

THE ONE ABOVE g¢t SENT ME TO
DELIVER THIS MESSAGE TO ALL ETERNALS!

DO NOT AT Tmr:\i

TO INTERFERE WITH
THE £/FTY-YEAR
JUODCMENT OF THE

MAN OR ETERNAL
TELLS

WHAT TO DO -
NAY, NOT EVEN

WE'LL SAVE YOU WASTING FURTHER
BREATH ON THIS INGRATE GREA]
ZURAS -~ BY TOSSING THIS S0~
CALLED "#ERO" BACK 1O HIS
NEW CELESTIAL-MASTERS !

L/ IKARIS, AL

OF You

WILL You DO IF
WE'LL MOT BE

WARNED ?

COMTINUED AFTER 2ND PAGE FOLLOWIM




AN PAT D E LY TR SRR e e
TERPOE S R a2l Ly S (O i sE
TR T Y TR ST e
AR SR D A0 R G - — A R
TR AR S PRI AT e, . & =* -
| A gy T SN e A
P et L o I

B o
) N e ‘ ST AT R SV

WP R,
AE e R A ST

. '. .-:1.[_'“1..

THE, AT ST D TGRS
LN I I R L

Y PEIME OME- -0
THE CATH! WE e
THE CELEFTMALS'
CRENTION, AFTER

'«-.,_\ AL, AR

CHALLEHGE,
LEVITATOR
A -~

WEATON - -

THE ETTEESALE
WERE SREATED
T s THl
CELESTWLE..

THET OHE,

(I, Lo P

oo ENE CIE O B T HE B OO
ARG Dol Pl O ORI EMr S
Tl Favcar it SR [y LT -
Wea iR T T el { TSELF!

K | COSTRHDED KFTER SHD PAGE PO L O IR



THE ETERNALS
WERE CREATED
TO SERVE THE
CELESTIALS...
NOT TO STAND
ASTRIDE THEIR

THEN, AS THE AMATZED ONLOOKERS

WA TN, WIPE-EYED. .

REFUSE- -
SHALL Taeoe &
OLYMPIA LIKE A .
TRADESMAN'S CarT! J!

AND T WILL
GO MY WaY !

PRIME ONE--&/4E
THE OATH! WE ARE
THE CELESTIALS'
CREATION, AFTER
ALL, AND -~

I WILL DECIDE
WHAT WE OWE
THE SPACE GODE,
DOMO. REMEMBER
THAT!

Y-YES, PRIME ONE .

22

NEAREY, THE

THEN AS STARTLED FTERNALS

LOOK ON IN HORROR. . .

|~

},r

THE THICK IVELARS
WHICH SUPPORT THE ARERA

1




; e e T 3 = — g A BUT NOW REVINIISD BY THE
N PRYS OF ELD, THE FORGOTTEN ONE = T A A ivsciens SPGCE GOBS.
TOPBLED THE FRALACES OF BASE ! A Furs VMGEST oF A
| TVRAN TS -~ SLEW THE SEASTS WHICH i ’ : Was REBON ;
MEN COULD NOT CONQUER =~ CHANGED ’ z W*GER NORE FEAMCEOME EVEN
THE COURSE OF THMULTUOUS RIWVERS. ’ 5 THAN W THE AGE WHEN HE
A WALKED THE EARTN LiKE A

IKARIS !
WHAT T
PRAY THEE--7

/ HERO? NAY--
V7E AN,
REATHER-

GOD OF THUNDER,
KNOWS FULL WELL

HOW TO DEAL /

CHALLENGE
LEVITATOR!?
0 - -

A
CONnQuéps

WITH WELAmS!

ASGARDIAN
HE HAS COME
TO CHALLENGE

OLYMP1A
| TSELF!

NOW T

AM HERO!




SEEF TO HiM, i
SON OF ODIN. |
I MUsT save U
THE ARENA

' FROM TOTAL
COLLAPSE/

ARENA

;/'ﬂ ENTIRE.

BOTH YOuU AMD EVEN
THE FORCOTTEN ONE
WAY BE STRONMGER
THAN I, THOR-- BUT |F
SO, IT 5 THE VARIANCE
BETWEEN TWO MIGHTY
MASTODONS, NOT
THAT BETWEEN A
MAMMOTH AND

A MINNOW! 9

WHAT ANY
ETERNAL

EVEN ONE TRANS
MOGRIFIED BY
THE CELESTIALS-
CaN DES 3y,

fKARIS Can
RAISE AGAIN

THERE.! MOW
WHAT say yOu
Il OF MY PROWESS,
SON OF ODINY

THE THUNDERER, HOWEVER (5 A WEE
AT THE MOMENT. .

ST PREOCCUPIED

HEAR ME, ASGARDIAN!
I DO NOT LIKE
CLOSING IN BATTLE
WITH MY FORMER ALl
COMPANIONS.

YET, THEY ASANDONED ME-
EVEN CONMEINED pAE -
WHILE THE ONE ABOVE

RESTORED WE!

ALL THAT L NOW AM | [ OWE N ——
TQ ArM, NOTT TO FATHER -
ZURAS, WHD BANISHED mi it
FOR MY SLPTOSED LRIDE. i

IN FACT, I
REJOICE
THE ETERNALS
LEFT ME You

FOR, HOW MUCH EASIER
FOR ME TO smASH A SON
OF ASGARL THAN TO
CLASH ANEW WITH THOSE
[ HAVE KNOWR OF OLD

THOU ART THLUS
OBLIGED g




QUARREL HAST THOU
WITH OLYMPYA, THAT
WE MUST FIGHT AT ALL ! 1 MUST PEFEND

THEN FROM NEARSY-- THE

<« . THOUGH, IN SOOTH, T KNOW ’ SOEAk? WHAT
NOT WHY THOU WOULDST f y VOLOE OF /RS>
PESTROY QLYMPIA... OR WHY

: 1

AH! C

L THAT THOU
HAST TOLD ME
THIS, ETERNAL. . -

NOW, ['VE MO QUAMS
MORE "GAINST CRUSH-
ING THIS ARROGANT,

STRUTTING BRAGGARTY 35

&Y TNE FOYRTN HOST! - X
A MGHTY BLOw, THAT!

R EASS

I CAME TO LEVEL OLY#VA, el e
ASGARDPIAN-- :

NOT: YOU -+

BUT, IF YOuU
OFPOSE ME

THEN T'LL
CRUSH YOU--

--LIKE THE SHELL
OF THE VERIEST
EcG,

CONTINUED AFTER 2ND PAGE FOLLOWING



L THERE 8 ONE, ORE/ITING MiGH ASOVE
THE Bl MARSLE RNOWN AS EARTYN
WHE W TWESSES e THAT TRAVSPIRES

EELOW,

AND THAT ONE /S
;-l._. EDP ONLY. ..
THE ONE AJOVF
ek s

PRIME ONE! BOTH THE ¥ BUT-- #OW'?
ASGARDIAN AND THE AND. TO
FORGOTTEN ONE-- WHERE 72
ARE FADING -
EROM SIGHT

NOW AS THE TRANSFORMED
AERD PUMMELS ODINE
SOV W/ITH AAMNMERLIKE

&y o» < TnF ',nt»ve RINGE

AS, (N THE SELFSAME MICROSELOND. . . oo INTO THE DEEE GLOOMY
SHADPOWS WHIOH HIGE THE

FACE AND SPPER FORM OF
THE ONE JEOVE RLL.

ANMD HE KNOWS, IN THAT
SILENCE-STRUCK INSTANT,
| THAT HIS BATTLE Wirw
THE FORGOTTEN ONE

S MUST GO ON, UNDER THE
WATCHEUE GAZE OF THE
CELESTIAL -~

-~ THL ONE OF THE
OTHER WERO- -
Ok BOTA-- ARE
'» -~n:w <

FOR A LONG LINGERING
MOMENT, THOR' LOOKS

%’é’ﬁ% i 'l 2508 STRRS!




ROY THOMAS
EDITOR

MARK GRUENWALD
ASBISTANT EDITOR

Dear Roy,

I really think you overdid the Spanish dialogue in THOR
«283. If, as the narrator’s note on page 2 indicates, a transla:
tion was not needed for “'some things,” a translation was needed
for the many things you had Mexicans saying in the first four
nages of the story: | don't know why you chose not to employ
the usual method with foreign languages, the ballooned dialogue
between carats ({ )) with an initial footnote that the words
were being translated. | don't object to foreign lanquages
entering into 8 story when appropriate, and even appearing
untranslated if not extensively used; but | didn’t teel that the
narration alone was adenquate 1o convey what was being said.
Some af the phrases spoken were not very similar ta English,
and | telt cheated that | didn't get mare of what they were
saying

Kent Roberts
7813 3rd Avenue
Broaklyn, NY 11209

Actually, Kent, instead of feeling vaguely cheated, wa feel
you and your fallow Thorophiles should ba quite flattered that
Roy didn’t feel he had to condescend to translate what were
obviously the most basic Spanish phrases, baing spoken by
criminals robbing a bank. His point was that such scanes are so
common as openings for comicbooks (and have been for more
years than even he can recall) that the phrases uttered by the
criminals of the moment are almost totally interchangeable. . .
axcapt perhaps for the particular references to Thor and his
hammer. Trust us on this: There wasn't one single line or
santence that would have added substantially to your store of
general knowladge if it 1adf been translated!

Dear Roy, John, and Chic,
You're some of Maivel's— and thus, the tomies induatry 's—
top talents Bul o matier Bow fmuch styldé you Bring 16 ' Thor

Meats, the Elernals,” ' fot foing o like it. And 11l tell
yvou why.
Marvel, for all the supér ppweied betoes and yvillaing it's

created ovef the yadis, is still hased on nut real woitld, where
the vast majarity of people have ho supst powers and where just
about eyaiything that happens in the newspapers happens oo
in the Marval Universe. And the nads of Asgard and Olympus
could exist as gods, plural —mighty beings perhaps ence taken
for gods; but not almighty, and faot the creatats of the earth
whatever they may think.

Now we have the Eternals. Besides the fact that | never liked
them 10 begin with, they bring with them the Celestials, who
are said to have created man on earth. Evolution may not
contradict the Bible, but the Celestials do, and their existence

. | can’t accept as a Christian. If the Marvel Earth is to stay the
same’ as the real earth, you cannot qo along with this, or else
you contradict avery. Christian in your reading audience, which
s mast of that audience. Only atheists can buy this and— you
can edit this out, but | do want this letter’s paint brought up
in print— Ldon‘t give a damn for them. So if you fave to use
Kirby's Kreations, you'd batter disprove the Celestial theory in

THOR

mad reader f you don’y

the pages of You'te gonna bave mare than one yoery
Matt Kaufiman

203 W Pennsylvaniu

Urtxana, IL 61801

Actally, Matt, wo hopa to have more than one surprise for
you as we rocket along in the current THOR saga, And we'd
love 1o hear what your fellow Marvelites (of every, any, and
no religious faith) have to say about your point. We'll just
mention in advance, though, that at the vary least we sinceraly

feel that no one who can reconcile the €reation account in the
Bible with Darwinian Evolution should be offendad by anything
in the pages of this magazine. After all, even the Cclutill_f-—
mighty as théy may be, and guiders of the world as they may
have been in the past— must be themselves the products of
some Higher Power, must they not? At the most, they were
hurrying Evolution along, right? Certainly we don’t mean to
dispute anyone's ideas on how the universe was truly created —
but we're in the entertainment business in our own nutty way,
and we've gotta come up with these stories from somewbera
don't we? >

Dear Roy and John,

THOR =283 was an excellent issue, seguglng from the False
Ragnarak to the Celestials storyline, camfottably and smoathly
as if all those fill-ins ware never there (which yweuld have been
a qood idea). All through the issue, TRor wak. . . Ther. pure
and simple. And sensatiofial.

First off, Ther stomps some coffimon crooks. That's always
fun, and demaonstrates his immense pewer by having hirh etfort
lessly defeat some clowns. Side note: Thoi said, “Thy tengque
is not ene spoken in distant Asgard, villain!" No, they don't
spaak Spafish in Asgard. Thay spaak Fh’lsh. Huh?

Then Thot pulls a chat with Odin in the-sky, which is usually
fun. THis issue it was more so; becausg the chat beth filled us
in on what had gone before, in the False Ragnarok epie, and
gave us Thar's reason far seeking the Celastials, in case we for
got. Or never knew. By the way, Odin looks wiseF and mora
imptessive than ever with the eyepaleh, and: with John's
Axcellent artwoik. (Chic Stone | could grumble about, but not
John Busoema. ) .

Then, the airplane:  Thor s in  an earthly setting,
which  &uddenly, chahiges to  etherworldly aé Garhmenon
shows up. The abrupt switch s devastatingly effective, as it
intraduces us ta the power ol the Celestials, Then, a guick
THROOM! and the dssue is over. | await the next instaliment
with pleasant anticipation ‘

This'sert ol thing makes e beligve that Roy Thomas is the
Auy who wiote those tantastic X MEN (numbérsd in the 20's
and 30's, as well as in the 50's and B0's) and.ndt CONAN, RED
SONJA, and othef borinag barbatians,

. Kurt Busiek
Box 88, Lawrinson, 303 Stadium Place
Syracuse, NY 13210

“Boring barbarians,” Kurt? Hmmm. . . you'd best not let a.
faw zillion CONAN-boostars hear you say that) (Besides, since
the latter mag recently passed its 100th issue in color, its 40th
in a $1 black-and-white format, somebody out there must find
Roy's rendition of Robert E. Howard's swashbuckling Cimmarian
of more than passing interest. But, onward. . .)

Our most humble thanks for the kind kudos on ish =283 of
THOR. As you guessed, we felt the heart-to-heart with big
daddy Odin was necessary to bring everybody up to date—
especially those deprived souls who may have missed THOR
ANNUAL =7. As for the fillins, Roy says he rather
enjoyed reading them himself (even the one /v wrote with

. quast artist Wayne Boring)— and besides, he freely admits that

his own deadline problems made them pecessary if he weran't
going to give up THOR once and for all.  ~

Alter that purposaly slow start, however, wa hope you agrae
that things have heated up somewhat these past few issuss—
and now, neoartist Keith Pollard having an ish or two under
his beit, wondar should start piling upon wonder! B& hare next
month and check us out, okay? We think you'll find near-future
issues fraught with importance for the very Marvel Universe=
in what we hope will he some vary sutprising ways!



