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When DR. DONALD BLAKE strikes his wooden walking-stick upon the ground, it becomes the mystic
hammer MJOLNIR— and the lame physician is transformed into the Norse God of Thunder, Master of
the Storm, Lord of the Living Lightning—- and heir to the throre of eternal Asgard, .

9‘%1# VG LG T '-';?EE,’].CQ,

‘ %‘El!s f
' ' MEXICO CITY.
v

ONCE TWE AZ CAPITAL CALLED

AN /SLEF fﬁ'
TEXSOLD, (T YA

GEO. nou“os, COLORIST
JOE ROSEN, LETTERER 1

: I JIM SHOOTER, C-Deﬂg’ul:rm.s
K B 2T e P

THOR® it published by MARVEL COMICS GROUP, James E. Galton, President. Stan Lee, Publisher. OFFICE OF PUBLICATION

576 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022, SECOND CLASS POSTAGE PAID AT NEW YORK, N.Y. AND AT ADDITIONAL MAILING
OFFICES. Publishad monthiy, Copyright € 1979 by Marvel Comics Group, 8 Division of Cadence Industries Corporation. All rights reserved. Vol. 1, No

283, May, 1979 sum. ﬁhﬂpmhﬂuﬂﬁﬂﬁ-ﬁuhhﬁpﬂmmﬁﬂfwﬂm“ﬂw Forsign, §7.00
Mo similarity betwesn any of tw nemes, oh , end/or ineti in this { with those of sy living or desd
person of Wetitution i intended, “mymmmmmem:wm Printad in the U.S.A, This pariodicsl may not be

wwoid except hrmmdm-dhmww“mmlhﬂlmbnuwmwm part of it cowr or markings remowed,
all promirient charaoters fertured in the issus), and the distinctive likenesses thereof, are trademarks of the

THOR ¢

nor ina
MARVEL COMICS GROLIP



F-OR SOME THINGS, NO TRANSLATION /% NECESSARY. ] RN | /T TonGue BE\Z

IN DISTANT
ASEARD,

VILLAIM.

'/ ‘%‘ g

J

N
A\ P
A

STILL,IT
DOTH TAKE
NO SCHOLAR
TO DIVINE

THINE wrM:r'
TOWARD ME,.

AND, IN SOOTH,
LIKEIT Nﬂ?‘

WOER, VARLET -
s.ces wou dosr ANGER
-ru:- SON OF ODIN!




1. CLIOAPO, TOLOS.! DESFITE THE POLICEMANS WARNING, NOWEVER, . FEC ESTA
/LEAS SALAS THE CROWD -~ LIKE CROWDS IN EVERY AGE AND " HERIDO!
CLIME == 8 AUMAST MORE FASCINATED

RESOTAN
{ THAN RECELLED BY THE ONGONG WIOLENCE =
7L, ¥ ;

NOW THY RECKLESS

GUNFIRE HATH

- ENDANGERED YOMDER
INNOCENTS.

==DELANTE
RECUPERA SU
MARTILLOS

TINUED AFTER NE




FLYING MIOUNIR AND HURTLNG MLTO BEACK THE YET, EVEN AS THE FRANTIC BANK-ROBHER STEPS
GOLDEN-HA/IRED SCION OF ASGARD AT PRECISELY THE ON THE GAS -~ :
s A4

W[ &sca
N ApsLanTE PELA
N Pocrcva--.

T

877 5357 YOARY S URS | R~ .-‘-_'-.‘.‘{A“ IO

Y o

DOST WANT Wl i / _




STAND YE
ﬂddﬁaﬂ% n

NOW, I BE £LSE-
WHERE BOUND.

'TiS BEYOND BELIEF!
L-- OFFSPRING OF
QODIN, AND PRINCE OF
ASGARD~-- FORCED TQ
EXPEND PRECIOUS
MOMENTS IN DEFENSE
OF MERE MWISALTH -~

(7w pavzee evoso Ved

N, THE HamAN !

THRONMGS PRESS

EORPARE, ONLY
v

TIME ENO,
HAVE I WASTED
IN BATTLE WITH
EVIL MEN OF
LS TTELE DREAMS,

HILE ENGAGED IN A
10N PON WH}H DOT‘H

Edmnﬁ TS,

IN SOOTHl 'TWAS My PECISION § STILL, THAT NOW, 'TIS MORE CosSmis
TO IN VENE-- MORE TO o UNEVEN COMBAT A CONCERNS WHICH
SAVE ‘fVl‘S TH#N P&SOS MEREL‘!’ REMINDED X i
ME HOW
I HAVE COME,
OF LATE -~ >

I
WAS GREATLY
CONCERNED
WITH MATTERS
MORe

== STILL; T hM‘

£0-- A8
AND, THOUSH T Like A h Y
MOT-- -, b

(e - 77 o~ AND, WITHIN SECONDS, DRARA STORM-CLOUDS BEGN
| - TO FORM WiTH AMAZING SW/FTNESS ABOVE A WIDE
AREA WIHICH INCLUDES NEARBY MEXOO VT

SK/ES WHICH A MINYTE
AEO WERE CULEAR VOW
RUMBLE WITH OMINOUS,
skooamr THUNOER. ..

TWICE TwoR
STAMPS His
MYSTIC YRy
AAMMER LiPow

7 CONTINUED AFTER NEXT PAGE



ANG A CERTAIN JAGGED PEAK NOW WITNESSES W)’
.JEEMS THE FURY OF THE NLERSHED ELEMENTS...

All-_
LATHER,
'TiS I WHO 0O
CALL UPON THEE-
THNOR,GOD OF

THUNDER, AND

THY WORDS

BE WRAPPED

'ROUND dBOUT

WITH ANGER &
SIRE.

V' veT, WO
AL WILL DO
1 BEAR THEE/
1 BUT WISH
ANSWERS

THOU
HAET FLED THE
REALM ETERNAL,
ANP T |N TURN
HAVE FORE'ER

ANSWERS!T BY WHAT RIGHT DOST THOU PEMAND
ANSWERS OF 00/ -EY&D?

HAST THOU
DECIPED AT
LAST TO o8fY
ME-- ANP TO
RENOUNCE
THINE UN-
DESERVED
ALLEGIANCE

WELLY siesax;
MY SON !

I CAN ANSWER,

SIRE, ONLY BY
REPEATING MY

SEVERAL QUESTIONS

v'"f’

SEVERAL MNOW!T VERILY,

MOMENT BY MOMENT,

THINE IMPUDENCE
DOTH GROW ¢

FIRST [ WOULD KNOW THE sy
AND IWHERELORE OF MINE INTEREST
IN THE AFFAIRS OF SARTH. .

WILT THOU
RETURN FOR ALL
TIME TO 4

TO ADD THINE HAMMER
AND THY GOOD RIGHT
ARM TO HER
POWER- -

D/VIDE THINE EFFORTS
FRUITLESSLY "TWIXT
US AND MIDGARD 7

I KNOW THAT I BE
¢ RO AN

NE'ER SEEN FIT
TO TELL ME THE
IDENTITY OF
MINE OWN
MoTweR.!

I KNOW,
LIKEWISE,
THAT L BE
AOT OF EARTH
AT ALL--




--AND THAT MINE EARTHLY ALTER
50 OR.

NALGHT HAST THOU RELATED
TO ME, THUNDERER, THAT T DID
NOT ALREADY ANOMW.
-« & PERSONA
FORMED BY

THEE, YEARS
AGO, TO TEACU
ME HUMiL/TY
QF A SORT »

PASS ON,
THEN, TO THY
SEcone

THOR CONTINUES:
EED - S

THIS TRAGEDY RV NN~ s
PREDICTED (N THE - - ," ,.-.‘uﬂ"

SHE LIVED AND WHEN SHE HAD 'p , *
PASSED ON INTO HELAS REALM -~

¥ THIS AND THE FOLLOWING
FCENES ARE M THE
MUCH-HERALDED 1SEUES
278778,

OV,

1

CONTINUED AFTER NEXT PAGE



i

“THIS HE PI50 |*
FAR AS HE KHEW, |

AN, PURING

. X . e ool
THIS WHILE == | ¢ 3 4

N o OUT OF DESIRE
: . A FOR MILADY %
; o~ SV, s
ﬁf 4y -
Ve A LUSTFUL MORTRL ’
DID ACQUIRE, WITH THY
SECRET HELP. THE
NAME THE STRENGTH -
AYE, E'EN THE MYSTIC
AANAMER OF THOR/
" THOUGH, IN

TRUTH, HE WAS BUT

AP 7-- AND

THOU,SIRE, PID PULL
THE STRINGS/

" THEN AE&MDaLL

AND MANY ANOTHER
GOP SEEMED TD
LERISAH N PITCHED 7
J!‘!’-'-\‘!“rus WITH THE

OARANESS, |LED BY |
AELA HERSELF.

"o THAT THE EYIL

ONES MEER ENTERED

ASGARD AT ALL, BUT
L| FOUGHT Us INSTEAD PR

ON SOME SOUNDING

"'-+50 THAT THERE WOULD BE,
THOU DIDST KNOW, NL;“ {gmﬁ!’

H ALLTH

- TWO OF WHICH WERE ! E} ¢
MORTALS, NCLUDING Q5E, UNHARMED, WHEN THE D4 FSTR
'ﬁ WHG HAD arm, DONE -~ STILL' OWE DD NOT™




TAKE NOT SUCH IMPERIOUS TONES
WITH ME GODLING

WY, FATHER 7 Wiy
COULDST THOU NOT HWE
i.nvm BALDER,ALSO -
g THOU DIDST SAVE SO
MANY OTHERS THAT
PIRE DAYT

SURELY, E'EN IN
THY RAGE, THOU
MUST SEE THAT--
HAD BALPER A#OT
PASSED O'ER INTO
THAT HALF-LIFE
WHICH NOW

ALLr mmbk'

AND, T WouLD
KNOW ONE THING
MORE, NOW THAT

T THINK ON 1T--

== ALL WOULD

HAVE BEEN AS B

 WHEN THE

ALSE m was

ENDED -~ AND MY WORK
EURLAPLL THE

TO
PROPHECIES AND YET
SAVE ASGARD, WOULD
HAVE BEEN £OR
MALGH T,

=~ AYE, AND
MAYHAP HATH
SAVED THWY

WHAT DOST THOU KNOW OF
ENTITIES CALLFD &y -
MIGHTY SAPCE- TALLER

THAN MOUNTAINS, WHO E'EN
w I-I.f\\ft BEGUN A Fpery-
P JUOGMENT WHICH,
‘I"ls SAMD, WILL PECIDE

o THE DESTINY OF

TWA&“ KNOW NOW, A #Miec ' VTHEY DID CLAIM THAT PWEY, AND MORTHL

AGO T

LEAS!NED uﬂ'k_f* .
P OM THEM, BUT THAT FO
THEY WERE

" | OF THESE CELESTIALS,

WERE ALL EVOLVED. FROM SPECIES

DID NCOUNTER, FAR SOUTH ] THIRD R
aF ME W T AL S WolLD Some o JUDGE
%2 BY VﬁL ARP STOLID LIVE OR DIE, AT A LATER DA

Il! M ‘
ST A s ”m*%
TH MCAS DID P A THEIR

®AS SEEN IN 7WOR
ANNALR T
- ROV




/RO HIMSELF PID PERISH IN DESTROYING
THE MONSTROUS RelVEOW mn WHICH
LIKEWISE SPRUNG UP-

MALATY THEN DECLARED HIMSELF AATHIER, AS WELL
AS UNCLE, TO VIRAKO'S ABSENT SON /AAR/S --

R
I AM SURE,
OF WIS OWN
OFFSPRING
PORUIG,

THEN wouw : m-s PRESSED To
LEARN MORE OF THESE CELESTMLS-

" 1,IN TURN, DID DEFEAT
THE BEING WHO DID CONTROL
€ OTHERS.

ERE
S wWouLD s-mHD,

 £7
IF THE TOWERING SPACE

GODS DECIDED ons mf'ro
ANNWILATE TUE PLANET
WHICH NURTURED US ALL

MAMMOTH

' g
OF THE
CELESTIALS,

L AM
CERTAIN/




SO MUCH
1O ME -~

A SOM OF
ASGARD?

DOTH TH
EARTH mean

WHAT KNOWEST 78O/

OF THEM 27

2\ S70RM PBATE,
AS WELL!

CONTINUED AFTER NEXT PAGE



AS FOR THE INSTIGATOR OF THESE UNIGUE METEOROLL GO
EVENTE! HE IS AUREADY STRMANG .stwrmam
PROPELLED 8BY IS MYETIC NHBMMER. .

Soow. Am AP0 A &C.mﬂ

WHAT I
SAW, PHIL? J

I-~ THINK
1 DID,
DAVE, BUT-

700,
CAPTAIN !
IT WAS -~
A MAN--

ONLY TWERE

WILL THIS AGE-OLD

MYETERY BE SOLVED--
IF AT aLL/ -

WHAT WAS THAT -
SOME KIND OF 407 |

1--1 CERTAINLY .
HOPE NOT ! T'M
HERE FOR & VACATION

%
-= BUT ’/"?
oy --
FLYING FASTER
THAN THE
SPOEEP OF

YET, THEY
SEEM N
AL CONTROL
OF THEIR CRAFT--
AND I'VE NO
TIME TO

WASTE,
60--!

o BUT, 'TIS CU\-EE'ED
(=} Eli‘. BY S
THICK, opaauf
SHELL, WHICH DOTH
CEFY MY SIGHT!




-='T\S CLEAR I'LL LEARN
WHAT I NEEDS MUST
LEARN --

op..-.f Ay STILL, TiS
a’ I'LL NOT V TRUE THAT
SWEAR BY HIM DOME
WHO HATH D/S- , HATH REPRLLEP

OWNEL 5, A ME-- AND
" MIOLANIR,
AS WELL.

BUT, DOUBTLESS
"TWILL MO7" DO SO
WHEN MINE URU
HAMMER BE BACKED NOT
BY SHEER MOMENTLM ALONE --

YET, AGAIN, TO THE ASGARDAN S

AMAZEMEBNT =~
FETTERED |
IT DOTH DEFY MY

MIGHTIEST BLOW -~

AS IF ‘TWERE

THE STING OF
A GNATY SURELY, gcﬂm--
WHOE ER THESE OWN TO ONLY
CELESTIALS BE, A COUPLE OF
THEY BE POWER MILES! WE--
INCARMATE, TO

CHALLENGE THE
)

.. A THE CREW OF COLUMBAN
| AREINES FLIGHT 5T CoulL
ATTEST, RIGHT AFQUT NOW:

i

CAPTAN.
WE'RE LosmG

4

FTER NEXT PAGE

CONTINUED &



EACH OF THE CELESTIALS
HAS WIS OWN SPEC/AL
TASK -~ AND GAMMENON
S A GATHERER ONE
WHO HARVESTS CROPS ' - ;
OF LIVING THINGS FOR ¢ \ | TWOUGH WIS FELLOW
STUDY AND ANALYS/S BY o CELESTIALS HAVE SEEN
" | OrvEes OF 4rs sTAR- 1 3 MANY AIRCRAFT UP
SPRUNED I, i : M C.OSE, /N ARIOUS AURTS
' 5 QF THE WORLE, THIS 15
THE FIRST 50CH THAT
CAMMENON #A5 SEN
N NS THREE YEARS
UOON THIE PALTRY
PLANETS SURELCE,




| AN S0... HE GATHERS /7 |
g iy

/ / i g

THE RESULTE INSIDE ARE
IMEDATE. .. AND DRAMATIC,

A CRASH!
WERE

QUTSIDE HOLDS AND
THE HRLESS TETLINER AS AN

. AS THE GOLDEN LEVIQTHAN |

I Iy
‘ A HE MORE LIKE A l ']
MERCILESS CNID, L
WHO TEARS THE WinGs | ] b
QUL HELDL E58 S 195 ? 4

28

AAY! THOR SHALL [
ACT = E'EN IF \'T MEAN
MY PRESENCE HERE =
BE ANMOWN TO

THOSE I SEEK/

THAT CELESTAL,
SUCH AS MIMIR
OFFD SHOW TO ME-
HE PASSED ﬁ_fgg"
IMPENETRABLE
DOME--TD GRASP

YONDPER PLANE/
BUT-- -mm-'<
GABNGE HOLE
HE HATH MADE
IN ITS SIDE--
THE PRESSURE
CHRNVGE Will~-1

CONTINUED AFTER NEXT PAGE



“- MNP A MAND,
LAREE ENC G

TO CRUSK AN

A RCRRT
CARRER S
WE ACROSE
THE SV iy

GLEAMING
AFPLES OF

SHALT MOT
Y LAY HANDS

MAYEST BE,
CELESTIAL -~ AND %vam&.’ 4

STROMG -~ AYE, P
AND E'EN Sg57-- b&

BLINDING £ IGHTWING AMNGLES MADLY WITH THE

WeER " UNBOUWE ON BRRTY -
/ ‘;"o‘?ﬁ W‘}"wm:iw THATOF

AT TUIPE OF N = BOAINS




GOOD LORD! N --AND THAT THING

T-- L THINK THAT = ZAPAED HIM TO
WAS FTHOR OuT
THERE-- yOU

THEN, WHEN THE BLAZING LIGHT WAS SROED, AVD
FARTH AND HERVENS HalvE CERSED THEW. )

NARRY TI /7 e

NOTHING, LIKE HE

45 £OR SAMMENON. HE 100K 8 BN\, l -- 45 1S ALkRA wAs
TH WHAT MAY 8E 4 MLD ; ; - : il COoNE TO THOSE
THE WASTE OF

REGRET AT RaATHeER THeaw |y / W THN THE PLRNE
WY WidlS POUBTLESS 4 MosT kK /

N N LESTROY, HE
NTERESTING SPECIMEN OF LIFE. 7 1 | pesised 7o

fﬂ.\.

AN

77

Nm.
ISSUE*



¢/o MARVEL COMICS GROUP
575 Madison Avenue
New York, New York 10022

SPECIAL NORDIC NOTE: With this issue, the team that
produced THOR #276 (Roy Thomas, John Buscema, and
Chic Stone) returns to chronicle the advantures of everybody's
favorite thunder god. And to celebrate that return, Roy and
John have begun an epic storyling continuing where the
almost universally-lauded THOR ANNUAL #7 left oft— fea
turing the Eternals, that cosmic coneeption of Jack Kirby's a
couple of annums back!

Meanwhile, it seemed appropriate to accompany “Suddenly,
the Celestials!” with a letters-column dealing with THOR
ANNUAL #7, which led directly (or indirectly, depending
upon your point of view) into THOR #283. , .|

Dear Roy,
THOR ANNUAL =7, "And Ever— the Eternals!” was excel
lent, It established the connecting links between Kirby's

Eternals and the rest of the Marvel Universe that was always
needed in that series. By disassociating them with the Qlympian
gods— establishing that Zuras and the rest are interesting
parallels, but not the originals— while !Sldbllshlng that the
Eternals were the original Inca, Aztec, and Mayan gods—
vou've allowed an interesting variant upon Thor clashing with
another group of gods. Since it has been, established that the
Eternals were many and various, and as differentiated by race
o humans are, you might establish that the ancient Japanese
qods were also Eternals.

The meeting with Ikaris! father, DI’IJIﬂ. and Valkin  was
sblendidly done, as was the Coming of the Third Host. | was
likewise intrigued by the idea of Thor's going to North
America, a country the Eternals seem to have ignored, There
were many good foures in North American mythology that
would make good opponents,

Remember the X -Men's old foe, El Tigre, who turned into
Kukulkan? ¥ou should, singe you invented him, Well, | assume
that the “mystic” stone he appropriated was a project of
Eternal superscience. You might have him return to fight Thor,
only to have the fight ended when lkaris comes to reclaim his
father's medallion. -

I would also like you, Roy, to encourage other writers at
Marvel to use some of the elements of the Eternals books in
their magazines. For instance: the Celestials, who influenced
mankind'’s evolution, might also be behind the evolution of the
Kree, Zann-La, and other humanoid races. They might not bie
the mightiest of all aliens, but they very well night be the
wldest— the first race to arise in the newborn universe. It
would ofter an interesting explanation of why so.many races
resemble earthlings: They are all products of Celestial experi
mentation

Of course, | would not advise the revival of the ETERNALS
series itself. But | hope to see them again in THOR from time
to time— as we occasionally see the Olympian gods. Perhaps
you might even encourage team ups of the Eternals and the
Thing or, Spider-Mah in MARVEL TEAM UP or TWO-IN ONE,
now that it has finally been established just where the Eternals

are i relation to the Marvel Universe .
Al Schroeder 111

2207 Qld Hickory Rd.

Nashville, TN 37215

And doubtless the Eternals wi/! appear in various Marvel
mags in the future, Al. However, when he began to plot THOR
ANNUAL #7 and the series which begins with this issue,
Roy's one concern was that the Eternals not be used in TEAM.
UP, ete., for the duration of the current THOR storyline, in

order 1o avoid confusion. We all agreed totally that King Kirby's,

cataclysmic creation was too vital, too dynamic.to be split up
into fragments lor guest-star appearances it/ the entire series
har been brought into the Marvel Universe. So, since tha plot
ling which begins this issue will conunue for some tme (o

come, we'll table your last suggestion for the present.
Dear Roy,

What they said was that it shou/dn’t besdone.

| don't believe anyone ever argued that the Eternals
coufldn’t Tt intg the Marvel Universe. Heck, this is the same
company that gave us Spider-Man and Dracula in the same
magazine, The argument was lha‘i, for very basic reasons, the
Eternals didn't and shouldn't

The operating fallacy at Marvel Is that all things must be
made to fit into the same reality. . . no matter how idiotic or
absurd the result. I've said it before, and 'l say it again: An
alternate reality is also in part deflned by the things it does
not include. Case in point being the Eternals.

In the beginning, the Marvel Universe was a world much like
our own, The only ditference was that sclence sometimes went
a little ‘crazy and produced beings with supernatural powers,
In that, environment it wasn't at all difficult to accept the
existence of magic as well. But the key point was that the
"superheroes’ and “super-villains" lived in and reacted 1o &
warld like the one we lived in and reacted to.

Not so the Universe of the Eternals. In that world, from the
very beginning, things were different, Mankind owed its very
existence to beings from beyond space. Beings with pars-normal
abilities were not aberrations; whole cultures of Eternals and
Deviants shared the planet with humanity, giving rise to human
civilizations and sparking the half-remembered legends of the
gods. These “Eternals” did not live in a world like the one we
lived in, nor could we identify with them. We could observe
them with interest and marvel at Jack Kirby's overblown sense
of the fantastic

In short, where the Maervel Universe differed from the
“real” world, in Ldetail, the Eternals’ Universe differed in
degree. The two concepts were not only different in concep
tion, they were different in execution.

And now, ex post facto, for the sake of an illusionary
conception of continuity (which Iy, strangely enough, exactly
the opposite of maintaining a consistent story— the true
meaning of continuity, we're being told that the Marvel
Universe was really the Eternals’ Universe all along. The
Kirby concept of the Ewernals, Celestials, and Deviants
deserves 1o be better developed, yes. Bur on its own terms,
not grafted onto ja diametrically opposed reality like the
mainstream  Marvel Universe. Gads! It's like doing a story
o establish thgt the Fantastic Four are really androids
and always have been.,

To my mind, the Eternals are not and never have boen
part of the Marvel Universe. And no matter huw many
times they appear with a Marvel superhero, those stories will all
be apocryphal. There's no way to rationalize the Eternals in the
Marvel Universe short of sacrificing the integrity of both creations

Dennis Mallonee
4085 Nobel Dr, #3
San Diego, CA 82122

And, while respecting and appreciating your viewpoint,
Dennis, both Roy and Jim (representing past and present editors-
in-chief) must disagree almost totally, The aress of disagreemant,
however, will probably make up a goodly portion of the THOR
letiers-pages for the next several months, so we won't go into
detail just now. Suffice it to say thot Stan, Roy, and Jim con-
sider the ETERNALS series’ current incorporation into THOR
as valid— and shouldn’t they know? If we've gained the enthu-
siastic support of guys like Ralph Macchio (who wrote, like
yourself, a well-reasoned argument against such an action ‘way
back in the early days of THE ETERNALS) and Mark
Gruenwald (who's even published a quality fanzine on the
subject ol continuity and alternate universes), maybe we’ll
eventually tick a tew kind words out of D. Mallonee, as well,



