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LONG STAND AGAINST #
SURRENDER, THE RUNESTAFF OF
THUNDER GOD--OR
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BY My AL -- OPIN,

MY FATHER-- 1S

THIS TORMENT MUST T
NECESSARY 7 SUFFER
YET AGAIN

THIS ILL-FATEP
LOVE--MUST T

LOSE JANE

FOSTER ONCE

K ALl -FATHER, & THY SON
S ANS, FEG

THY AID.! TURN
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1 WA
.4}%@‘
LA




- 1 HAVE J
W ENCUNCELED P
8 YON UNSUS- P2
PECTING
MORTALS! 4

ITALIAN ASTRONOVMER NAMED GAL/ILEC
TOSSED SOME STEOWES OFF THE

AHE PROVED THAT
CBIECTS SRLL AT 7HE

| OF covessE, GALILED DIPN'T _
| sS4y A J2/NG ABOLT MYSTIC

V7 @ MARTHA ISN'T

GOING TO BELIEVE

A WORD OF THIS

WHEN I GET HOME

S8 '. A 4"‘ ¥y ‘
P \\&)' . 77
N 4 W LTS pOouLBTFLL HE WOLLD
[N &a‘% () WAVE BEEN ABLE TO LNTIE
gty N\ IS TONCUE~!




THOUGH HOW

NRY MY SOUL CAN FEEL %5

Y HORE SORROW THAN S
LA ‘,-

- 3

IT POES AT THIS
MOMENT

IS

ANGER DOTH SERVE \|
NO PURPOSE, AND
ULTIMATELY-~ CAN

S

THE BROODING THOR, AND. SHIFT OUR ATTENTION
70 ANOTHERL BROOCDING /NP/IVICLAL -~ .
- “ z

; HOSE
GLINT WITH BARELY -
' \SUPPRESSED RAGE
5 AS HE STARES AT THE .
¢ SHATTERED ROOFTER WHERE
THOR STOOC. ONLY A

KOR THE TIME BENG, LETS TAKE OUR LEAVE OF

BLASTED &4/ ./
IF IT WASN'T FOR
ALL THIS WATER,
I'D ATTACK THAT
CREEPL/GHT

Now ! o

YEAQL -- IF 1T
WASN'T FOR THE
{ CRUMMY RAIN,

THAT'S HOW

HE BEAT ME
£AST TIME--
AN’ T AN'T
GONNA LET
HIM O IT

“--AN' b
THINK
I'VE GOTA
PLAN--A REAL
GOAZ PLAN--
THAT'LL SMASH THAT
BUM THUNDPER GOD
> AEEPS !

THESE PAST COUPLE ‘A
MONTHS, I'VE BEEN
ECERN"
THINGS OUT--

ALL I'VE GOTTA
122) |saxpe-‘m>y) v
TrMIE, AND Vidme




THAT'S WHAT
ALWAYS SCREWS
ME LIP. BUT NOT
TH/E TIME.,, _J

PUT THAT .
KID DOWN!

HEY, S/ SyER--
WHAT oo You
THINK rou;RE

[ 7578 TIE
I'M GONNA DO
IT RGHT

TS TIME~-
THE,

Ve MAN 1S
GONNA BE THE
WINNER-- AND

GREAT ALL T NEED
NOW 16 FOR A £OF
TO SHOW UP,

HEH.HEH.
NICE KID--
SORRY T
MUSSED YOU
UP, JUST IN
FUN Y ENOW,

\STIRE, WE AMOW THERE ARE 4
LOT OF UNANSWERED G/ ES~-
TVONS FLOATING AROLINEG =~
LIKE NOW THE ABSORB/ING
MAN ESCAPED DESTRUCTION
AFTER HIS LAST BATTLE WITH
TASORR ==
iAbumatuny BT RIGHT NOW,
WE VE MORE #MPORTANT

THINGS T2 THINK ABOLT. :
NAMELY:

& BACK /N
WE REMEMBER




ALL OTHERS WHO HAVE
KNOWN HIS TOUCH -~
HAVE ZV&ED.

SO 792 WILL
JANE FOSTER
DIE-- UNLESS -~

\ / SOMETHING
HAS LEFT HER

NO CHANEGE,
OPINSON, EVEN
I,VIZIER OF

K- 2L

--THE WILL T© :/Vé;
PERHAPS, OR SOM
MORE SUE7LE

FORCE.
b-._._c
THOU TOLD
ME SHE WAS
A VICTIM OF
THE CREATURE [ g
KNOWN AS /|
FEAR ¥ 'Tis a‘

THIS WHICH [/
1S THE

ey THE LADY . S)E-~
A AND THE OLYWPIAN,
ERCL

--HAVE GONE ON A

QUEST TO FIND THE
RUNESTALFE




W AALF A UNVIVERSE AwAy, /N A BALAXY _

| AS FAR FROM THE MERY WAY AS ouR .
SNV 16 FROM ANPROMEDPA /6 ... WHEREIN L/ES THE
A WORLDP REVOLVING AROUNED AN OREAD SECRET -~
ANCIENT STAR | THO FANILIAR FPSLIRES B OF £ANO THARNN.
B MAKE THEIR WAY THROUGH THE TW/STING —
A LABYRIVNTY OF A LONG-DEAD /7Y ’ :

e )a{ . \.. 2

A LIGHTED
TOWER, 'TIS
TRUE--BUT 15
IT THE RY/SHT

| TOWER, THE PALACE
. OF HE WHOM WE
-l 1 5 SEEL P
AVeE, HERCULES,
‘NS THE £7&E@NAL
FEACON-- ON
THAT woulLp I
STAKE MY . SoL !
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OIMPIAN, THOU ART
LYMPIAN
QUITE AURCEPTIVE,
HERCULES.
L = PN BATTLE,,
7 Sl o VA { X i < A
. BUT BEASE: T\ . L il ALways HAVE A
[ BE MORE CAREFLL : i i : _ : e AOVCE ABOUT
WHERE THOU DOTH Erat | e TG % :

DUSPDSE OF THY
TRASH -~

ARES,
AARSE OF /

- THOL ENTER
WE SEEM DONE =- THOL MUST
TO HAVE ZOMAIN : Ay 2R/

WHAT THOL MAST

-=AND STAND
CHATTER/NG
IN MY ROyAL




Vo TIME SEEMS T PASS FOR EITHER SIF OR HERCULES:
BLUT /N THAT SPLIT MSTRN T BETWEEN ONE MOVENT OF -
AWARENESS AND msmxr— - wgy aNe r»vmcves
WM&W

\\ STREET IN A LONG DESERTED

N 217y, THE GROUND BENEATH
THEIR FEET 16 MARELE, THE
ROOF o,vgﬂ THEIR HEAD

AAMAZED, AWED, THEY STRRE AT THE
REMAING OF GREATNES'S WHICH
N SURROUND THEM -~ THE caaw;m

THE MOTH-EATEN CLRTANS, ZWE
W&ﬂf% ﬂATE; aﬂ/‘m"‘

AW LONG A4S THis O
| PLACE EXISTED WITHOWT U
B (/FE T O CANVE SINCE
N LAST A LIVING RooT
TREAD THESE MALLS T

-~ SINCE NE
CAME, AN
ETERNITY AGL?




Y THY COMPANION Yl
B seevs wiser |}
THAN T2,

\ ?

WARNING FALLS

o/ ey %E’%ﬂ a2 N poapaer:

A FUL SIX SECOVIS MMSS AS 7HE s
LD BEAM PLAYS oVER THE vaLANT B
LYMPIAN 'S HELD); THEN, WHEN THE BEam




WHY--MVY’
WE CAME TO
THEE IN PEQCE -

| 'TIs PERHAPS MORE
\ THAN THOU CANST
UNDERSTAND.

HE WHOM T LOVE DOTH
LOVE AADTHER-~ AND
15 DYING. L wisH
TO SAQVE HER, ||= T
N-—

--BECAUSE T
LOVE A//H -«
AND IT IS THE
LIFE OF Hig
BELOVED

FOR MY USE ALOANeE‘-. ]

THAT FOWER WHICH
I POSSESS IS

Y I kKNOw NOT
WHAT THE MADMAN

| S8, MILADY--

A BUT I CAN SEE

. HIS EFL/SAL
b IN THY EYES--



7S |16 THE m_r} THEREFORE--

FATEFUL MOME WHETHER RIGHT
KAMO THARNN OR MOT-- WE
WILL MEVER 5{ MUST TAKE |IT 28
GIVE UPHIS S FROM HIM-
RUNBSTAFF -~
EVEN FOR A :

MWRE.




WE MLST LEAVE THE PALACE OF ==l TEAMAMVNET 70 THE
AAMO THARNN FOR NMOW, AND BRIEF-STRICKEN GOP OF
RETLRN TO L5GRTH - AND TO A TVPER,

CERTAN AOSL/THL ROOM -~

HAT
I canE |
HERE FOR
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- WHERE EVAHER EVENTS ARE
ALSO REACHING A CLIMAX -~




THIS & WHAT I'VE BEEN WAITIN' TA RUIN YA FOR 2
N & A LONG TIME-- AND AFTER ALL

YA LONG-HAIRED S

REALIZED
THAT'S
WHAT T

OF CRUSHER %
CREEL &
LO&Y 8 DOING
--AND |15 AS /e




IF ONLY CREEL'S

ABIL|TY HAP SXDEL
WHEN LOKI WAS LAST
DEFEATED #--

> --ERE THE
BATTLE COTH

DISTURB JANE
FOSTER Y

-
W THINKING IS ¢Sk -
\ AL AT BEST-- AND
Swre/zAaL AT

T ABSORBING
N WITHOUT 4/2--

NOT &AL, GOLDILOCKS. )
I ALMOST F&Lr
THAT ONE.

IFI LET YA
DO THAT AGAIN,

A AEMPAL S !
g 4] BY JUST STAMPING
't HIS £207-- HE SENDS
) A SAHOCK WAvE
. ‘ THROUGH THE I
FLOORING-~.

WITH THE POWER OF e AND--HOwW MmAaY T
MY URU HAMMER, HE 15 5 YET-- HOW DID ESCAPE
TRULY VIV C/TLE ! HE ESCAPE DESTRUC- DESTRUCTION--

TION AT THE END OF AT THE END OF
OUR LASTEATTLE? _
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Ay, MLADY--T
CAN ~EA4AR THEE SOUL-- AS LONG
AS LIFE -- EXISTS
WPk MNE-~




WiLL BE &NVGOWV-
TROLLAZLE -

MNP THE SENTENCE /&
COMPLETED /N QUITE
ANOTHER PLACE

OPDIN'G BLOOD! CAN v
A0S BE THE HOSPITAL  }
WHERE JANE FOSTER A&
LIES Dyints 2 &

¥ 'TIS DONE, Y STRANGE --|T SEEMS
MILADY. THE | ALMOST JL/VE. THE
STAFF 1S WOOD 1S W& IN

A" WE HAVE NO v
TZME FOR SUCH 1%
MYSTERIES,
CLYMPIAN.

"--AND IN HIE AMGER,
HE WILL FPLLOW /S --
7O THE VERY ENDS OF
THE OMVERSE ITSELF!

Y FROM THE LOOK
[l OF UTTER A&AR
L -'PON THAT COMELY --I WOULD
MORTAL'S FACE-- %w THE
-~ ARTH=-
LS quAKE HAD
GooLY
FORM, MILADY




'TIS TRUE--BUT OLP
ONE , WHAT MEQMS

MUEADY THOU HAST
RETURNED
ALL THIS == CHACS 7

-~ AND WITH
THE MYSTIC PUNESTHF~,

AS THY PRIZE !

— WHERE |S YAO%R,
WHO SHOULD BE AT
HIS LOVER 55/&.‘-"

'most HAS TAKEN
THE BATTLE THERE,
TO PROTECT THE

A MORTAL FEMALE -~
"\ BUTIN SO POING =~

Ay, HERCULES,
THER'E IS NO IMEY,

WE MUST ACT
AT ONCE, IF JANE
FOSTER 15 T0

[ VIZIER , THE |
HOUR HAS |
COME.




