r \ W BUT, CAN EVEN
N /= P ! e [ | 7O PREVAIL--
‘ - 4 £/ | 'GAINST ONE WHO
I NEED s LU a4 el HATH conausze;
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700 LATE,
THUNDER GOD/
THE FIRELORD
HAS ALREALY
GIVEN HIS
S/GNAL-- THE

LLL
AY” NOT TILL
MY LAST BREATH
JS LRAWN SHALL Mt
1 L SURRENDER! /==

IF THIS PLANET\ &

MUST FALL TO

WHENZ HAVE ] L 8 . B so SWA'A::
tl FALLEN--#OT " ) A THOR/’
B ScrorEl B y & : 502 :w:.&es

T”HIVPER.
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NOW, VARLET -+
WE SHALL7EST
THE FABRIC OF

THY METTLE .

--AND BY MY FATHER'S
THRONE, TIS THOR
WHO IS TH

STRONGER.!

TIS THOR
WHO FACES
THEE NOW,

NOT
NERCULES -~

Md.! ASGARDIAN, THE FIRELORD
HAST PROVEN THE £/& IN THY
WORDS -- 3

YOU WILL REMAIN WHERE
YOU ARE, HERCULES - -0OR
CHANCE THE FURY OF MY

I'VE COMPLETED

m ,-‘i NO ONE |15 COSM/IC FLAME! MY MISSION: I'VE
o7 o STRONGER THAN o

-=N / 10 # 7 4 -
Al | R

W DIRECT YOUR

y RAGE AT
GALACTYS,

\ NOT AT ME-~-

BLAME ME
#OT FOR MY
MASTER'S
COMMANDS - -




i

/)

I HAVE NO Y& g
Gy,

NO /LL WLl VZ(/’{
TOWARD

EITHER YOU OR

THIS WORLD -~

-=FOR I WARN YoU, IT
WILL BRING YOU ONLY ~ TILL NEXT
GR/E,

IN'POINT OF FACT, I FEEL ONLY

THE GREATEST APATHY FOR
YOU ALL. YOU'RE SUCH

PATHET/C CREATURES.

INDEED, I WONDER
N _WHY GALACTUS

N BOTHERS WITH THE
EARTH...

WE MEET--
EMEMBERJf

",.

&

BUT I ¥
ASSURE you Y '\
HE HAS HIS ¢'
REASONS.

(AN @

A?OR SEVERAL SECONDS, THOR AND HIS OLYMPIAN
COMPANION CAN ONLY GAPE /¥ ASTOW. T
AT THE FIRELORDO'S RETREATING FORM, ANS

é&m WORDS INDEED THE SOV
OOIN, THE SCION OF BSGARD.., We
WHICH ARE W 8Y E4RS NOT

THEN--

(THE WAY HE SPEAKS,

MEANT 10 THEM,; SPECIF/CALLY
THESE £,

GALACTUS...COMING BACK )|
TO EARTH 2 BUT...REED 3
® RICHARDS TRICKED HIM <
INTO ANOTHER
a/m#:mHE 5.;"0/0#'7

WE'RE NO MORE
THAN FLEAS,/

NO, IT CAN'7T BE A
MISTAKE--NOT THE
WAY THOR AND
HERCULES ARE
TALKING ABOUT IT/
IT'S 7ZRUE...
- 1

ﬁ MAN IN THE RIGHT
PLACE, AT THE RIGHT |-

FUNNY, MY WHOLE CAREER, I'VE %
LOOKED FOR THE REALLY 8/6 )i
SCOOP, THE STORY OF THE CEN-3
TURY THAT'D WIN ME A &

PULITZER PRIZE...

FIME

CRUMMY
WARD!
_.k"_(




RESULT OF THAT RELORTER'S

RIGHT NOW, LET'S RETURN TO OUR
HEROES, ARR/VING AT THE WINDOW
PONALD OF,

oF LD BLAKE'S OFFICE
AT A PRIVATE MIDTOWN NOSPITAL~

--INDEED, WE HAVE

FAR MORE SER/IOUS
MATTERS TO

CONTEMPLATE-~

I'VE GOT A
FEELING WE
SHOULD FIND OUT
WHAT IT'S

MABOUT, BEFORE
WE START MAK-
ING PLANS ON

HOW TD DEAL
WITH GALACTYSY,

IT'S THE
TELEV/SION |

IN THE
REEREATJDN .

?)
éyr, WELL HAVE TO EXAMINE THE
FORTUITOUS EAVESDROPPING LATER

HUMAN SIDE

THESE HUMANS CAN SZAND IT DOES,
SUCH NARROW ROOMS-- FRIEND
- HERCULES.
A IT'S ENOUGH 7

--MATTERS
WHICH
PEMAND THE
ATTENTION

OF THE

OF THE SON
~ OF ODIN--4

... ACCORDING 70 A REPORTER
FOR THE NEW YORK LAILY
BUGCLE, THIS EVENING'S
BATTLE BETWEEN THOR
AND THE CREATURE CALLING
HIMSELE THE E/IRELORL
WAS ONLY A PRELIMINARY,..

. A PROLOGUE TO A MUCH
GREATER CONFRONTATION WITH

VERILY, I DON'T KNOW HOW

FOR SOME,

TO CRAMP" : A
THE MIND/

SOUNDS LIKE
THERE'S A
COMMOT/ION
IN THE HALL
OUTSIDE,
HERCULES...

AN

o THE IMAMINENT AS you ALL
RETURN OF THE SMKNOW, GALACTUS
SPACE-GOD, HAS STRUCK
GALACTYS/ TWICE BEFORE
AT THE EARTH--
ANO EACH TIME

NARROWLY
DEFEATED--!




(B oTr e mewecaerER CONPINGES
HIS SPEECH, THERES REALLY MO POINT
IN LISTENING ANY LONGER... A FACT

ALL TOO BITTERLY MPRIRENT 70 A GRIM

IN OLYMPLYS,
WE HEARPL OF
THIS SPACE-GOD)

MY FRIEND--

THE QUESTION WHICH CON-X_| OR IS THIS THE ENO OF

FRONTS LIS NOW |S-- CIVILIZATION -~ IN FACT,
CAN GALALTYS 8& THE ENO OF 4LL

OEFEATEL 4GAIN? MANKIND?

THE WORD POWER I'D HOPED WE COULD KEEP ALL OF YOU WANT TO KNOW ABOUT
DOESN'T LESCRIEE THIS A SECRET, POSSIBLY MEET GALACTUS, HERCULES? I'LL
HIM, HERCULES -~ GALACTUS ON THE FRINGE OF THE TELL YOU, THEN--AND

IN A WAY, HE'S SOLAR SYSTEM--THAT'S WHY T BELIEVE ME WHEN I SAY
POWER /WNCARNATE. BECAME BLAKE, SO WE COULD THIS IS ALL THE 7RUTH --,

TALK WITHOUT DRAWING ATTENT/ON

- 2 - g
TO OURSELVES -~/ e R

- ALl OF IT PROJECTED BY THE
WATCHER, /N AN EFFORT 7O CON=-
CEAL THE EARTH FROM THE
SURFER'S SEARCHING EYES.

[“7we surEER, You SEE,
| was 4 cossic scoun
| sE£xNG 4 worLD O

"THERE ISN'T 4 PERSON ON
EARTH WHO POESN'T REMEMBER
THAT SRy ~-THE DAY THE SkY
TURNED 70 FLAME, GOLDEN FIRE
THAT STRETCHED FROM MHORIZON

70 MORIZON -~

“THE WORLD FIRST LEARKED
;0:6 f;:f.daw A FEW YEARS

“IN HIS OBSERVATION OF THE

UNIVERSE, THE WATCHER K40
W/TNESSED TH/S PROCESS

\ COUNTLESS TIMES...

~WHEN AN ALIEN CALLED
THE SILVER SURFER
smrsegg}ms QUADRANT




L AND BECAUSE THE EARTH WAS SO DEAR
7O HIM, HE DL BROKEN KIS WATCHER'S OATH, AND
TAKEN AN ACTIVE HAND, BY WRARNING TX.

FANTAST/IC FOUP...A =~

‘. WHO THEN FRCEL GALACTUS WHEN HE
LANDED ON THE EARTH'S SURFACE, AND PREFAREL
7O CONSUME THE ENTIRE PLANET, 70 POWER 15
ORIING LIFE-FORCE! r

u

ﬂ.s‘amé' THING IN
THE NOBILITY OF
THESE WUMANS MUST
HAVE FOLCNED THE
SILVER SURFER,
HERCULES--BEECALUSE,
WHEN THE FE HAD
BEEN BATTLEL 70

A CRUSHING PEFEAT
BY GALACTUS -=IT
WAS THE SURFER
WHO TURNED AGAINST
HIM AND GAVE AMAN -

(NOTE 70 BIBLIOPHILES:
ALl OF THIS OCCURRED
IN THE FABLLOUS FOL/R-
SOME'S OWN MAG, ISSUES

“IT WAS ONE OF THE TRULY INCRED/BLE STRUGGLES \
OF ALL TIME, THE SURFER PITTING HIS POWER COSM/IC
AGAINST GRALACTUS -~ WHO WAS POWER INCARNATE.,

e R R T SR <

—

= "EROM THE START, THE

S| SURFER'S BATTLE .
WS DOOMED - -

D=

" BUT IT GAVE THE £E TIME JO STEAL A
WEAPON FROM GALACTUS, A WEAPON WHISE
POWER WAS SEVYOND THE COMPREHENSION OF
MORTAL AYNEDS ~=AND TO THREATEN GALACTYS

WITH THE USE OF THAT WEALON -~

"~ FORCING HiM 70
RELINGUISH HIS

CLAIN ON EARTH FOR
ALL T/AIE,




= FOR THE WRATH OF
GALACTUS 1S SURE, ANS
PAINEULLY SWIET."

1 see.*dTHou PIDST \wf I DID, AS

- FACE HIM || THOR--BUT
THYSELE, T AGAIN, THE
BATTLE WAS
wcomgw- -

/’45 FOR THE SURFER--HE
BAID THE PRICE FOR MH/IS
BETRAYAL; GALACTUS CON=-
DEMNED HNimd 7O ETERNAL
EXILE ON EARTH == AND
REMOVED WIS SRACE -TIME
TRAVEL ING
POWERS - -

TRY TO d
UNDERSTAND,
HERCULES...

...GALACTUS' 7RUE STRENGTH
HAS NEVER BEEN Z7EST7TED,

IF IT EVER IS, I WONPER S
IF AMYONE - - MAN OR GOD--
COULD STAND AGAINST £

INTIL, EXACTLY ONE NUNPRED NOURS
AETER THE FIRELORD'S S/ONAL REACKES
ACROSS THE HEQENS ~-4 GLISTENING BLOBE
APPEARS IN THE SPACE BEYOND ALUTD,

- - AND FOR A THOUSANS BILLION
SOULS -~-MARKING THE LAWN OF
THE APOCRLYPSEY,

- THERE'S

NOWHERE WE CAN |
RUN. HE'S HERE, P
HEAVEN HELP US<-/;

L5ikF 4 SECOND SUN, 17

GROW'S /N THE TWILIGHT SKY

FILLING THAT SKY¥ WITH
BRILLIANCE -~

=-ANL ALL QUESTION OF THE SPACE-
GODS INTENTIONS /S SHOVED ASIOE--

=~AS5 GALACTYS
DESCENDS --
TOWARL THE
GRAY-GREEN

HILLS OF

~=TURNING NIGHT INTO DAY ==
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S0, VILLAIN--WE
MEET AGAIN,
ONCE MORE TO
DO COMBAT,
—

TX/S TIME,
ODIN SHALL
NOT STAY,
MY HANO'™-
7

AWy FROM ME, PUNY.
HUMANS, YOUR PITIABLE
LIVES DO NOT /INTEREST
ME THIS DAY

\

N
SEARCH OF
THOR, WHO
CALLS HIM-

?ﬁgé‘w N?‘Tsff‘fggée ‘ ﬂIrH:'?rAfa‘?éAygngSR:T ” et
L / » - M‘p
THE TRUTH FROM M | SEEMS YOU HAVEN!'T: ! pfﬁg..;f{,‘?}’g :
HIS LIPS -- COMPLETELY FOR- Y Y-
GOTTEN OUR LAST : * 3
HE'LL NOT STAND I MEETING--
LONG ‘GAINST E --AND
HERCULES, Y@ WHAT I TOLD
YOU FHEN OF

) MY LIFE-LONG
\ A ;

.

HOLD,
MY FRIEND.
LET US

BUT MY PAST IS
NOT »OUR CONCERN,
OR TRULY M/NE,
THERE IS A MENACE
ABROAD IN THE
UNIVERSE, BEFORE . |3

WHICH EVENZ |
STAND POWERLESS-- ||




“YOU MAY RECALL THAT ONCE, I TRIED TO CONQUER Yo AND I RACED THE LIVING
THAT L~ ~TO PESTRAY /T, AND THUS TO FEEL ON PLANET GNCE MORE,
/75 AG/GAL. ENERGIES, YOU STOOD WITH EGO IN THAT - :
BATTLE®, AND BETWEEN YOU--YOU DEREATED ME, FOR 4 . Hummio,uo

TIME -~ 0 .. i) :
“ano For 4 TimE, 7 NS y ¢ §  HAVEN'T
y s You YET
g:y NEBED FOR L IFE- W LEARNEDP
NERGY BECAME 700 .
GCREAT -~

STAND
' AGAINST
EGO--AND
SURVIVES

THEN YOU WILL D/E, YoU
\ ANTHROPOMORPHIC /MEECILE! )4

{ you wiLL 0/4-'--
AS dLL HUMANOIDS
WHAT- i ‘ WILL SOMEDAY

YoU, EGO. I, WHO
CAN MOVE WORLDS -~

DO WHAT
YOU W/LL,
I WiLL
NOT ZURN

WEVER HAL I ANOWN SUCH FERDCITY ~~SUCH SHEER,
VIOLENT MATRED, FREEING IMYSELE WITH AN ENERGY
BLAST, I GECAN TO REAL/ZE THAT SOMETHING WAS
WRONG HERE -~

V7 %

“r0 GIVE .

MYSELE
TIME 7O
THINA I
LAQYNCHED

,

"L KMOWING UL
WELLEGO
COULD ANO

WOULD AVOIO
THEM=--/

“. - widia ‘
"SOME THING wAaS N
TERRIBLY WRONG. |



--AND SEND
THEIR POWER

BRAINLESS PUP,
YOU THINK YOUR
POWERS CAN EVEN
COMPARE TO MINE?
WHAT MATTER YOUR [
PETTY COMETS
TO ME--

¥ --WHEN I CAN TURN N\
MY PLANETARY SURFACE
TO /CE, AND SO ABSORE
A YOUR COSMIC
FIREBALLS--

I WARN YOU,
SPACE-GOD...
YOUR TIME WILL
COME ALL THE
SOONER, IF YOU
CONTINUE YOUR
FUTILE ATTACK.

IF YOu f
VALUE YOUR |
PATHETIC
LIFE, FLEE

NOW~~

--AND GAIN YOUR-
SELF A FEW MORE
MONTHS OF

e dND FOR THIS, AND ONE OTHER, GREATER
REASON, I DID AT LAST TURN 4,

| WEVER HaD
| £AECT suck

4 ﬂfyfﬂ ma: .
W FELT SUCH
RAGE,

YT EQUALED --NO,
SURPASSED My OWN.

BECOME MO MORE
TﬂAfVA w:rmr -~

EXISTENCE BEFORE G

THE CURTAIN FALLS
ON YOUR PERSONAL
DRAMA--LOREVER,

WY --AND
SUFFEREDL EGO'S ECHOING MOCKERY,

VERY 6208, s
GALACTUS--

RLUNY RUN

FROM YOUR

wiLL RULE
OVER ALL/




T LEFT-<BUT NOT FOR

OUR POWERS
THE REASON £GO ASSUMED--

ARE TOO EVENLY
MATCHED 3 =ANY
BATTLE BETWEEN US COULD
ONLY RESULT IN THE
DESTRUCTION OF US &O7H.” 5

I MUST FIND SOMEONE
[==MIB WHOSE STRENGTH MAY
OFFRSET EGO'S MIGHT,
A BEING WITH THE
WILL ANgoFORCE OF

= e 1.?‘
Wi Tfl'a‘ﬂ’

APPARENTLY, HIS oWN &)
VOLATILE TEMPERAMENT
CONVEYED'A FAR
LIEFERENT |IMPRESSION B
OF MY DESIRES--

==YOU, THOR.
IT WAS FOR
TAM/S THAT I
SENT THE
FIRELORD
TO EARTH.

KEEFPL YOUR DOUBTS,

OLYMPIAN--BUT COME |
WITH ME TO EGO, 3

AND VIEW FOR WOURSELF |

THE MAD MONSTER HE'S I
BECOME,

NOW LET uS
IT CAN DO BEOLK--

NO HARM ==

=AND IT mAY
WELL SAVE A
UNIVERSE.

WE SHALL COME,

IE ONLY TO FIND

ANSWERS TO UNANSWERED
GUESTIONS,

--BEFORE WE
HAVE TIME
TO TAINA, AND
CHANGE OUR
MINOS/

ﬁﬂo S0, THE FIRST STER OF 4
LONG JOURNEY /5 7TAKEN -~

- - TOWARD AN ENDING
NO GOD OR MAN CAN
| «nOW -~k TRULY



HE COMES, THUNDER GOD,

OF ALL WHO HAVE BEEN

MY HERALD, #£ HAS BEEN
THE MOST LOYAL

FIRELORD?
MUST #E COME
WITH US ALSO?

I TELL THEE,
GALACTUS -~
THERE IS NO
LOVE LOST
BETWEEN
HE AND I--

I WouLD

{ NOT FACE

| £EGO WITH- |

\ ouTHmM |
BY MY
SIDE.

STAY, HERCULES. BATTLE THEN YOU EELIEVE
WILT BE OURS SOON GALACTUS, THOR 2
ENOUGH, T FEAR. BUT--BY MY
FATHER'S BFARD,
I THOUGHT You
AND EGO WERE
ALLIES ONCE
AGAINST THE SPACE-
GOD/*

HAVE IT 75
WAY THEN,
\ GALACTUS.

S0 WE WERE -~
YET EGO MAY

HAVE CHANGED,
AFTER ALL.

COLONIZER,
TANA N/LE, DID
TAKE A SAMPLE
FROM THE
LIVING
PLANET##&--

--A SAMPLE WHICH
BECAME A RAM-
PAGING MONSTER [
CALLED&GO [
PRIME !

: ¥ 7H0R #/6/,
L . % 202.--ROY,

TOUNDS,! AND IF IT HdS,

OF EGO PRIME FROM £60 NS THUNDER GOD - -

MAY HAVE UPSET THE LIVING @
PLANET'S £COLOG/CAL )
SALANCE- - (D AT

IN SOME WAY, THE REMOVAL ‘tp

--THEN WE FOUR DO
S APPROACH A MENACE

O
W vy e . MOST GRAVE! VERILY,
%I 7 N FACT, ) @ IR¥* 2\ 4 FORCE WHICH DOTH
> 3 HAVE DRIVEN Ko ; oy THREATEN L/R5€E
W HIM INSANE.! I8 i TSELF/




HE HOURS BECOME DAYS, AND THE LA o/ --FOR NOW, YOU MAY
DAYS PASS IN GRIN MONOTONY, UNTH... WITNESS FOR YOURSELVES~-~
. - "\ THMEMADNESS OF, ’4
w

ARRIVE.

SO. THE INTRUDER HAS
RETURNED - - AND BROUGHT
TRAI/TORS WITH HIM./

7074L,
OVERWHELMING

THOSE WHO |- 8% DS O

woOULD TURN ' [Q =

BY HEIMAOAL'S EYES! 'TIS SOME Wik
SORT OF ELECTRO-MAGNETIC
WARP--PERMEATING THE

ENTIRE SH/P/

HOLD FAST, :
FRIEND HERCULES-
IT CANNOT LAST 4§

PE
PON'T FRIGHTEN ME,
THUNDER GOD--BUT B
THOSE CREATURES "<l
COMING THROUGH THE A
WALLS OF THE SHIP 20, Jju®




NOT 7wRoUGH THE B
WALLS, HERCULES!:
THESE CREATURES

N\ ( WHAT ELSE WOULD THOU HAVE )
> ME DO, ASGARDIAN.? .
STAND AND y

LET THESE

WILL THOU STANDW IF ATTACK,
OR A77ACK--7 BB

MUCH FOR |
OUR GODLIKE" CAN YOU HELP
COMPAN~- MUST WE BATTLE
IONS-- A THEM QLONER

I CAN DO NOTHING,
FIRELORD, WHILE
THESE MONSTERS
ATTACK ¥OU/ =~EGO
ATTACKS ME/

STRENGTH
1$ REQUIRED
TO KEEP
THIS SHIP
ON COURSE--

Y IHESE
CREATURES
W/ILL BE
DISPATCHED--




THEN LET’'S NOT
7RY TO TIRE
¥ . THEM, HERCULES

iy

8Y THE EVERLAST- '[f” .
ING S74RS, :
THUNDER GOB.!

NO MATTER HOW OFTEN WE

STR/KE =~ THE DEMONS KEEP

RETURN/NG.” IN TRUTH, THEY
CANNOT BE 7T/IREL.”

“ZoUNDS TS 4 MIRACLE, THOR == THE EIRELORL

LID BUT TOUCH THEM WiTH HIS FLAME, AND THE

LITTLE MONSTERS HAVE LISSOLVED INTQ VAPORS
i 1 \ ¢ 74 ]

-

‘ ‘A}L Tk

"By My EVES, IT'S
NOUGH TO MAKE ME

et

THAT HAUGHTY,

L NEITHERE I DO WHAT I DO
| BECAUSE I MYST--
| AND FOR NO OTHER |
i\ REASON.
g THEN THOU
b ART TRULY A
LONELY BEING,
MY FRIEND.,




WE PAGSED 7THROUGH
THE LIVING PLANET'S
ATMIOSPHERE WHILE
YOU FOUGHT EGO'S

~AND OUR FATEFUL} 4
" CONFRONTATION..
WITH DESTINY,

THEN LET US GO TO THAT

CONFRONTATION AS GOPLS-
WITHOUT FEAR OR

TREPIDATION.

BESTILL,
ALt oF 5]
You’ g

. A" 0 AMINIONS... G THIS MAY BE ODUR
gk S JEveN AS wE - ( STRANGEST
SPEAK, WE ; ORI b T BATTLE--OUR
APPROACH THE . N ; MOST UNCANNY

WORLD's I / B/ W STRUGGLE-- °
 SURFACE... S~ . —A

e

("

ﬁfiﬁ%@l *’”g:“’:“




