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NOo MAT7TER
THY STRENGTH--
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MADNESS--
A S|GHT BE~

YONO BELIEF!
e 'TIS NO LEGENL,

3 TANA NILE. ‘TiS ALL
ANOST z_ERRrBLE

IT CAN'T BE
TRUE,LAD,, YET
mIsy

ASA CHILD, T
WAS TOLD ABOUT
[T... BUT T THOUGHT
ITONY A LEGEND,
A STORY TO FRIGHTEN
CHILDREN !
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ALREADY, THE

" B\ S e A Y Y/
HOME PLANET OF ’ ' ”* A’ N .
M/PECPLE IS (2 4 5 g T : A \' :
US ALL, THE LADY SIF. e o Sl : e 2e i ; ﬁ\\ : DD “{,’ o
IS QUITE CORRECT! Q ONeLIE ) n e % ; ; : - - - S
i\ SEFORE YOU WE COLONIZERS o =) .2 ——u

18 PURE FUTILITY.

THOL DOST SPEAK THE 2
TRLUTH, GRAND COMMISSIONER
' -OUR LORD OP/N PREDICTED
THEIR COMING=-AND SENT WE
FIVE TO FACE YON MASSINE
PLANETS, AND PERHAPS-~
TO TLRN THEM AWAY
FROM THIS, OUR GALACTIC.
KINGDOM ™ :

F st BLIT IT APPEARS & _
: : THAT OUR MISSION
,, ISINVAIN/{ WHET HOPEHAVE SN
- e — -/ WE, 6oPs THOUGH WE
MAY BE,'GAINST sLICH
COLOSSAL MATESTY
- AS THIS?

‘TWOULD BE MADWVESS
0 ATTACK FIVE PLANETS
EACH THREE TIMES
THE SIZE OF MIGHTY

‘ _ : / | _ - i

Z.-MORE MADNESS
STILL TO RISE
UP AGAINST |
: YON GIANT SUN !
VERILY, NE  _
RE D)




" MEY WE BE SO EASILY
TURNED ASIDE BY THE
SPECTER OF DEFEATZ

e T
MILADY, THOU | 328 WaRRIORS §
BorN7

AND SO THE GUEST BEGINS ANEW : AND
WHETHER 'TWILL END IN THE &LORY OF
VICTORY--OR NOBLE PEFEAT, NOT ONE

OF THESE GODS AND MEN KNOW ==

BECALISE THEY ARE
ONLY MORTAL, BRAVE
BALDER....AND THEIR LIVES
ARE TOO SHORT TOBE 4
SPENT ON LISELESS
WARFARE .

THEY SEEK ONLY TO L/VE, AND N
HONOR. CAN MEAN NOTHING TO
SUCH CREATURES,..ONLY LIFE

MATTERS, AND ONLY DEATH

& FEARED .

THEN, IF YOU ARE 1O STRIKE,
* THUNDER G0O@... YOU MUST DO
( SO QUICKLY !

EVERY PLANET, EVERY
SOLAR SYSTEM THE BLACK
STARS CONSLME., WEREASES

@ THEIR POWER.

P SURFACE
OF ONE OF THE
PLANETS BE -
FORE ANCTHER
* HOUR
--ELSE WHAT
LITTLE CHANCE YOU
HAVE, WILL. DWINDLE
TO NONE |

7 NINE BILLION PEOPLE
MILORD.,..THE ENTIRE POFLI-
LATION OF THE COLONIZER'G
LOST WORLD, IN FLIGHT |
FROM A MENACE THEY

= WHY DO THEY
i NOT STAND AND
FIGHT ¢

°r of..
ﬁc"

CAN SAY IF THIS IS
STRANGE /NVNSANITY...




...OR A STRENGTH
WE MAY NEVER HOPE-
TO UNDERSTAND !

JUST THEN, AS THE ASGARDIAN STAR
JAMMER DiPs TOWARD THE NEAREST

ATMOSPHERE OF ONE OF THE OTHER
PARK PLANETS...

",

o Tt g

a s
perd —

-
h

-=-NOW APPARENTLY
TURNED TO SOME

MACHINE , A LONG
AND NARROW PANEL
SNAPS CPEN...

g
=y

L
A

g

==A FIGLURE MOVES -~ANG THEN
N THE PARKNESS STERS OUT.
BELOW... :

AVALON
REPORTING
FROM DECK
THE ALIEN
VESSEL DRANS
NEARER, T ESTIMATE
CONTACT N 40003
SECONDS, END
TRANSMISSION.

4




il / WILL 7HESE BE THE ,

it { ONES FOR WHOM WE | WILL THEY FREE

I\ HAVE WA/TEC THESE | LS FROM THE

HI\NCOLINTLESS EONS 2, BONDS WHICH °

f RESTRAIN L5--WHICH

HOLD MY PECPLE PRISONERS,

AND MAKE OLIR EVERY
WAKING MOMENT A

NIGHTMARE 7

iy

"

I AN WEARY
OF BATTLE...
OF POINTLESS |8
RAGE...AND ;
DREAMS WHICH &S
NEVER END. 4

BY THE
GODS OF
THE OUTER
REALM, LET

Teesol

WATCHING U5,
REACHING
TOWARD -~

THIS SHIP IS FORMEDP OF SOME
ORGANIC MATER/AL --A KIND
OF VEGETABLE MATTER /

WHAT MAD
CREATURES
WOLLD TRUST

- THEMSELVES

TO AVESSEL
MADE OF

woopz

g

#\H“_,

"4
/ff\

AND WHAT 4/SE
CAN THEY POSSIBLY
BETO ME 2

3‘3

MILORD THOR,

YON GIANT HAS TORN Y=
WE FALL !

THE KEEL FROM CLIR
SHR /! <
-y 85t NAY,

\
: x \
: ‘ =Y BALCER.-
P ‘ / NOT WHILE
: el MY HANDS
~— REMAIN
STRONG !
7 ;
A \\
e

¥ g RATHER,

‘TIS OUR
ATTACKER
WHO SHALL-
\_ FALL-- £3
~ : i T




./ MILORD 1S THROWN SACK-~
HE LIES STILL , UNCON~
YOS 'PON THAT ALIEN
CRAFT/! LADY
\ 5IF, T CANNOT
\ . SPEAK FOR

N

BUT T FOR

I{ one MuST TON

THE FRAY ==

BRAVE COMRADE, §
THOL DO ME AN
INTUSTICE .

WHERE BE S/F
IFNOT BESIDE |

Ao
AT /
=}

HER BELCVED
\  THORZ LET THE - )
~.] BATTLEBE | {{}
\ we'er o7 47

Sy v

YOLU SHAME
US, NOMAN /7

SO STAND
WEALL !




JUKKA, THINE §
EFFORTS ARE

8 THOL AND THY
FELLOW MUTANTS
*~ PROVE THE ERROR
j\ OF T;E COLONIZERS

RT WILLING TO DARE THE RIGORS OF,

E EFOROFALL THAT RACE, ONLY 7HOL

ADVENTURE !

NO FLIRTHER WORDS HAS THE
ASGARDIAN FOR THE RIGELLIAN
OUTCASTS 2 THERE IS NO TIME
FOR SAEAKING, N TIME
FPOR THINKING =~

A TN

A

} -
5 —AS WELL A5 A GGDKWWSMI

TRt Sesi e ST | G | P

Y GODS! NEVER HAVE T MET
i SLUCH FLRY ! NEVER HAVE T
FOUGHT 50 PETERMINEL

~-TVE HAD
ENOUGH

SN | AVALON SHIRKS THE fSS

: [ WITH A CASUAL SHIRUG, 1
/| THE CREATURE CALLED'

WARRIORS ASIDE-- |2

~~AND LIKE SO MANY PAPER DOLLS, THEY FALL TO THE
SURFACE OF THE SPACE SCOOP, BITTERLY AWARE THAT
THIS STRUSGLE, IF IT CONTINUES -~MUST CONTINUE TO
THE DEATH 1 :

T s 3

BUT, BEFORE THE DOWNED
ASGARDIANS CAN RISE AND
LIFT THEIR SWORDS ANEW-+

Z SAID...
ENOLGH

I LEARNED WHAT T'VE
BEEN SENT TO LEARN /
THERE CAN BE NO

FURTHER. NEED
I\ FOR CONFL/ETY,

I AM AVALON...
KNIGHT OF THE
INNER REALM

AND T WOULD LIKE

TO WELCOME
You.,., AS

FRIsNDS!



THOU DOST DISPLAY THY ERIEND= 5 Y | FOR REASONS WHICH WILL
SHIP IN & MANNER MOST ©22, SOON BRECOME CLEAR, I HAD
AVALON/ T LEARN THE EXTENT COF
PLURPOSE | | YOUR POWER--AND EVEN __
MORE |MPORTANT, THE

IT WAS NECESSARY
e ALL
DEPTH OF YOUR cauracE!

?\g 5 SURPASSED AV VE/ ;

\' A GREATEST
‘-_Q;A ,’ \C EXPECTATIONS |

YVON'T TRUST V HE SEENS TC0...
HIM, THOR EASONABLE.

'f?,-,
e

(]




SINCE THIS IS A LINIVERSE OF DIFFERING PERSPECTIVES, LETS | [ kriSTAHAS V7 EVERSINCE THOL | N
CHANGE CLIRS FOR A MOMENT BY TLURNING TO FAR-OFF ASGARS| | BEEN ACTING... | DIDST RETILRN FROM
s ~ OOOLY., 4 THY TRAVELS WITH THOR

WHERE . :
" luis goor .. BUT WHERE Sy

10 SIT TO SUPPER 15 ARISTA?
WITH MY ZamiiLy 1S MY SISTER
ONCE MORE ...

AND THE LAPY S/~ *--

/' SHE HAS SPOKEN
| “To No oNE,
EATEN NOTHING.

HILPEGARDE
POTH HAVE THE
RIGHT T ANOW/,

Ll UNFORTUNATELY, THE.
MATTER IN GUESTION |4
| A4S NOTHING TO DO
|\ WiTH UNREGLITEL
LOVE--BUT RATHER., | OVER THE
A WITH A CERTAIN ; YOUNG GIRL THESE
TEWEL- [ \ PAST THREE DAYS-— [/

 { METHINKS 'TiS BUT A YOUNG
GIRL'S PASSION FOR SOME |
UNSUSPECTING GODLING./

BY THY LEAVE, |
TLL SPEAK

'“ Z I {

ODIN GO %g
WITH. THEE, 12
DAUGHTER.,

~AND WHICH NOW BLIRSTS
BRILLIANTLY INTD PIERCING
LIGHT ! —




Now, IF You'RE A REGUILAR MARVEL READER, YU
KNOW WE DION'T TUST TOSS IN THAT SCENE FOR

KICKS=-BUT YOL ALSO KNOW WE RE NOT BOING T
SAY MUCH MORE ABGLIT [T RIGHT THIS MOMENT,

THE PUZZLE ©F
HILDEGARPE S
SIBLING AT
SOME LATER.

--AND A SOMEWHAT wWARY
COMMENT BY THE LADY SIE!

TO STRETCH
FOR MILES!

HAS THE
APPEARANCE OF

ALMOST LIKE THE HALLWAY
OF AN EARTHLING HOME.

THATS NOT
ALL IT's GO,
LASSIE !

OR DON'T YE
HAVE THE
FEELING WE'RE

THOSE ARE MY PECPLE, SILAS
FRANT, CALLED THE SLIB-WORLDERS,
THEY'RE SHY... AFRAIL... ANC
WITH OO0 REASON. YOU SEVEN

BECAUSE WE ARE TRAPPED
IN THIS S£00P, THUNDER 600,
PRISONERS IN A WAY YOU'LL

STRANGERS TO
J OUR WORLD,

ARE THE FIRST ORGANIC CREATLIRES
EVER SEEN WITHIN THE ScvoP--

--THE FIRST LIVING BEINGS N

MY RACE HAS ENCOUNTERED 1]

IN ALMOST TEN THOLISAND i)
| YEARS {

PROBABLY NEVER UNPERGTANZ’

I WAS BORN T2 THIS
CAPTINITY OVER A HUNCRED
YEARS AGO,YET EVEN IN
THAT TIME, T HAVEN'T COME
1O FULLY ACCEPT THE
IMPLICATIONS OF

COULD BEGIN *
TO COMPREHEND

oe-AND PRAY 1}
THAT You



MILORD, THIS IS ALL A MISTERY
TOME. WHO ARE THESE * SLB—
WORLOERS " OF WHOM 1y E'LL BE

AVALON SPEAKS PISCLSSING,

Errageh AND PERHAPS

AND WHAT DO THEY ;HEIR VERY
) =

ISTENC
WHICH WE HOLD
INOUR COLLECT-

~-6INCE TS |}
THEIR FATE

HERE-~|N THIS MOST

MECHANIZED OF

PLACES, THIS STRANGE )
ALEN PEVICE7 /|

.liwsﬂpfA m“ l
careTAkers! Z 1o

CREATED BY THE MASTERS OF
THE BLACK STARS, WE ARE BENGS 1
FORMED NOT OF I MATTER-~, 5
. BUT OF A KIND OF £IVING METAL

i -ANDTO REPAIR THE MACHINES
WHEN THEY WEAR OUT, TO RE~
\ PLACE

oS oot ]
i/




TRUE, THUNDER F (" ONE OF MY SISTERS SHALL SHOW YoU,

G0D...FOR AS ik THOR...BY REVEALING TO YOU HOW WE

LONG AS WE & SuasisT!

REMAIN ABOARD "" [ usT = oo -
THIS SCOOF. ./

LIKE OLR BRETHEREN '\
ON THE OTHER DE-
VICES. OF THE BLACK
GTARS, OLR FATE IS
TIED TO THE
MACHINE '
ARGLND US...

/... AND NOTHING
WE CAN OO MAY |
\. CHANGE THIS .4

TIED 2 BUT AMOW, AVALON... \
IN WHAT MANNER 7

THIS LINCANNY SYMBIOS(S | | weoneer Tem. ) Wi US YOUR PROTECTION BECAUSE W
g - BEEN L/SED BY THE RIGELLIANG * o

R A ru.w N Fi ¢
WWWKDDY SR P | BN T 0 o0
N\ % A OF ANATLIRAL i . 1 F 7 LESS FOR

ONCE AGAIN, WE WITNESS. VA THOR, WE HAVE . 5 BOLAA 15 RIGHT, i FRIEND, YOU %qge ’

7 VERY WELL ,WE W/ SINCE ‘TIS 10 OUR T --anD NO POWER IN THE

| SHALL S/PE WITH | PURPOSE TOMEET L7 UNIVERSE SHALL DARE
THEE, AVALON ! _A ;THY MASTERS, WHOSE W TURN US ASIOE ! -
el VISAGE WE HAVE amate

. NEVER. SEEN-- "




r - S\l S
BET IN A BILLION-MILE-WIDE

THE BLACK STARS : EACH A SPINNING 7
SPHERE THE §/ZE OF THREE JUPITERS, B 2 8 )| PENTAGON ARCLIND A GIANT
2 :./..’” BLAZING STAR, THESE FIVE

Z PLANETS HAVE CROSSED THE

EACH THE SOLRCE OF A TERROR WHICH

HAS STRUCK PEEP INTO THE HEARTS OF
YAWNING VOIL OF INTRA~

ICTIC SPACE--AND NOW,

THESE GOPS AND MEN. :
‘ b

T ARRIVING IN OLIR GALAXY,
THEY REQUIRE ENERGY -~

--ENERGY TO SURVIVE -- B
srg .I% CFuEL THEE'@, :
I SPICE DRIVE-- § L

--ENERGY THEY CAN OBTAIN ONLY

BY COMPLETELY PESTROYING

ENTIRE SOLAR SYSTEMS--AND THEN

COLLECTING THE COSMIC DEBRIS

OF THAT DESTRUCTION /N MASSIVE
SCOOPSs

~~ONE OF WHICH NOW
SUPRORTS TWO NEARLY |
MYTHIC FISLRES ©

|
THOR, THE LiviNG

i
P NN e




As our HEROES DrRAW
C CLOSER TO THE sUR-
FACE OF THE MYSTERIOUS
i PLANET BELOW. THE
“SPACE 5C00P REW/IND -
ING ON /TS INCREDIBLE
UMBILICAL CORD --

== PPROCACHING
QIR LINSUSPECT-
NG ALLIES -~

-~ SOMETHING

‘MOVES ON THE

CLOUDY SURFACE
OF THE S0-¢ALLED
"BLACK STARY -~

~~AND SUBTLY
CHANGING IN THE
MIDST OF THAT

~~SOMETHING - :
SPHERICAL =~ SOMETHING
AND SOMEHOW u - WHICH SKImMS
VAGLIELY z THROUGH
THREATENING -~ DPARK SPACE--

AS THE OVERSEAR.
PREDICTED--THE HOLR OF
THE SUB-WORLPERS "

BETRAYAL HAS
ARRIVED !

ASGARDIAN, .. BEFORE LIS, )
SONE STAR-SRANNNG )

MON. rw
WHAT DOES 4

ITMEAN 7

Z

MY FRIEND--T
T
26




. THOR 1
LET M TARE THE
L RoT ! -
BLAGT |

// P

T

___.._-__-___-_;.__:_

il

YOUR STRENGTH
S NEEDED
O FREE My--

ot

LATE, AL/EN.
THE RENEGADE SLIB-
WORLDER MUST PAY
FOR HIS PLANNED
TREACHERY -~

-AND WHAT
ey
PUNISHER
CAN THERE
#4 BE THAN T,
oA\ THE PRO-
TECT 3

MAINTAIN MY

BALANCE--!
r- . .

HE ANDROID'S RUSH
SMASHED SOME-
THING WITHIN

ME

SEVERAL TONS,
AP SO

--THERE CAN BE WO &
1S THAT OF A ERIE, ~DDF”!

WHEN THE WEIGHT HE HOL DS ol




THAT WAG A FOOL-
HARDY GTATEMENT,
STRANGER... ONE
THAT WILL COST Yot
YOUR LIFE!

NOCREATURE ALIVE CAN PREVAIL.
AGAINST THE STRENGTH OF THE
PROTECTOR, FOR I HAVE BEEN
CREATED BY THE MASTERS OF THE
BLACK STARS TO DEFEAT ALL
LIVING BEINGS ==

& RN [--70 KEEP FOR THEM THE PEACE ||

- THEY SO HOTLY ERAVE=-AND

IR® | 1:icH THEY SO GLORICUSLY

POWERFUL,
IS TRUE-~

THOU DIDST SHRUG OFF
THAT FIERCE SLOW-=}
AS THOUGH "TWERE BY 4
AFLEA:

AND NEITHER YOI/ -=NOR
THAT HUMANOID? TRAITOR -=HAS THE
STRENGTH AND GILE TO STOP ME!

Cwrwesalny l‘\



BUT IN CASE You = By YET, BEFORE THOSE MIGHTY |
STILL THINK PROVE uSHI ceoss--

OTHERWISE -~

M\ o/ isn'TPossisLe ! )
N You weee FEA‘IED--
 JTOU WERE -~ EG’

,xmtwnG

“MO AN IS E'ER DEFEATED
TILL HIS LAST BREATH IS
)l WNI

R ” AND E'EN THEN, 'TIS MOST Y ~-FOR WITH GODAI';D THIE SPACE-SC00P CONTINUES 70 ToURNEY V=
e LINWISE FOR 'rHé VICTOR TO | MAN, A WAR IS NE'E) R mea 176 PLACE OF ORIGIN, THE MIST-CLOUDED
i\ ASSUME THE BATTLE |S Ié ~TILL THE ULT]= SURFACE OF A BLACK SMR...A SURFACE WHICH
ENDED=- DRAWS EVER. NEARER , IT5 DARK MYSTERY ABOLT
Ta BJWMEP.. o
3 IM PLEASED THE \ DIOST

PROT!CTORS ASSAULT ONLY STUNNEP. \ THOU
ME, THOR -+ FOR I 'VE NEVER SEEN THE | SPEND
) @] SURFACE OF NY / THY LIFE
WITHIN
THIS SHIP?

THE MISTS ARE CLEARING... s
=== WERE THERE! THE SURFACE OF THE SIACKSTAR!




THE LAST TENDRILS OF

SMOKEY Lol PART,

IN MORE YEARS THAN A
HUMAN MING CAN COM~
PREHEND, ALIEN EYES

OF THE BLACK STARS ...
AND KNIGHT AND GOD
ALIKE CAN ONLY CHOKE

AND FOR THE FIRST TIME |—
FOCUS ON THE SECRET [\

BACK THEIR SURPRISE...

.+« ANC PRAY THEY

VERY SANITY !

HAVEN'T LOST THEIR T —

I(\ n““}%
<

(‘“‘{ ‘fn

.‘:l‘;} ‘,.'ﬁ

...... OO (N

\
£

,:;" 7/
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