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IWhen faced with Nazi Germany’s military advances, the US. government decided that the best weapon against them was a person, not a
With this in mind, Steve Rogers volunteered for a covert military experiment that turned him into Captain America. After a few years of lwuy
service, (aptain America 1|II in battle- his body wasn't mowll mupuu! and (aptain America was found frozen in suspended animation.
UWhen he awoke, he was convinced to join Iron Man, The Wasp, Man, Black Widow, Hawkeye, and Thor in forming the superhuman defense
initiative run lw nltk Fury, called The Ultimates.
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“The Five Goliaths
already saw action
in The Gulf a few
weeks back and
there's seven or
eight others ready
0 go public as soon
as Dr. Brankin signs

oFF

“Rocketmen One,
Two and Three were
customized from
some of the early
Iron Man designs
we finally convinced
Tony Stark to

part with.

“The Four Seasons
are just about ready;
four marines from
Wisconsin who all
signed up on the
same day and
couldn't believe their '

luck when I handpicked
themfor The Reserves. 1

“Thunderbolt
still needs a few
tweaks, Intangi-

Girl's stiil a month
‘away from being
ready and we

ven't even
finalized what
we're doing with
Owen, Rusk and
ue.

“But the one
that really has
us psyched is
Lieberman.

“Outside of the
Giant Men, he's

dependent on the
uni )
put together.

“Enhanced speed,
enhanced strength,
skin close
indescructible and
his brain hard-wired
to the S.HLE.LD.
super-computer...




When we
No wonder other y were as skinny a= a rake
countries are losing General Fury. Too much fine
sleep at night 17 wines and rich foo

you become head

How you doing, Viktor?
ecratary of State said
you wanted a word with

We need to talk This new team of itimate
about these cowboy  Reserves you have formed
adventures you've are causing me enormous »
been having in nice, problems with my
peaceful 5uper/ar5
countries.

What kinda nice, peaceful
country has a secret nuclear
weapons stash, Vik?

There are protocols
follow in such situation:
United Nations charters
we have adhered to for
over half a century.

e

We do not, without
warning, send super-
soldiers into volatile
situations in sovereign
states.

sent my
boys in to avoid
a volatile

situation... i



Just give me your
assurance, that t
Just

Your expansion - Hell, don't give me
that garbage. Only
Programis in direct difference between you
violation of the test- and me is that S.H.I.E.L.D.
ban treaties. d openly admits to our
< super-soldier
program.

was a on Just
promise me that you'll
never deploy these
super-men on foreign
soil again.

We turned a blind
eye to The Litimates pon't think we
as a gesture of goodwill i don't know what
after a-11, but we cannot you're trying to
ignore these new put together
monsters i in Asia

YR

Then I am afraid I cannot
be held responsible for "Within the hour, I get a call
from three Presidents and
four Prime Ministers urging me

Dpon't make
promises I can't whatever happens next.
keep, fat man Excuse me, Mister
2 President. not to take the world into a
8 whole new arms race. But they
would say that, wouldn't they?
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This could be the
iggest assignment
of your entire

career.

after my
qrandcmldren now so
my daughter can go to
work without employing
strangers to look
t

We thought we should
speak to you before
we made any other

General
Nick Fury of
HLE.LD.



Well, I'm af
client didn't

opp
and the go

Morally, you
make quite a co

Dariene,

You think

you could get
someone to watch
the ext week
while Daddy helps
iend?




‘During breakfast there's a crisi
Sierra Leone. At lunchtime Janet Pym

appears and tells me she's worried she
isn't getting as much newspaper coverage

5 i s. Relax, Summer. We got some of
as the rest of The Litimate: Yoo ok ateatic, | the best artlets an
an designers in the world
At two p.m. there's some worrying working on this stuf¥ and
troop movements near the Gaza market research says the
Strip and at three Summer has a next wave of superheroes
___costumefitting.. | is gonna be really
ankly, T
think it Iooks very
‘eminate.

Why can't T have
blac’( leathers and
stufF like super heroes
have in the movies?

Because Summer means

blue skies and golden rays.
Besides, black leather’s been

as dead as the dodo since
Matrix Revolutions
obliterated it for
everyone.

Intel just confirmed there's
a price on your head, sir. Word
is the Russians or the Chinese
have hired a Mister Nix
for the job.



World's greatest hit-man
for over half a century. Never
missed a target, never been
caught and disappeared four years
ago, much to S.H. 2
annoqance

What makes him
unique is that he doesn't
ask for money... Just one

good reason why the world
would be a better place

without whoever he's been

Operation
Green Man on
the line now

, Sir.

Patch me
through.

Top of the
class, Mister
Lieberman.

How many bodies
are we talking this \ according to
ime, Rocketman . the locals. .
e?

survivors were
/ French-Canadian |

‘em was small and

white and spoke
with an American

A accent £

e G

--all three also
confirmed that this
little man changed

shape when the
fighting broke
out.



The Goliaths

reckon there’s a
trail heading North, but
be

“ e N

Sierra Leone
online again, sir
Shall T ask t|

hold?

h, gimme ’
aminute her
hem hul




Ladies and gentlemen,
14 like you all to welcome
the amazing Whiz-Kic
The Pefenders.

temperature of certain

inorganic materials and

has all the makings of
one damn fine
teammate.

ery
of you to sa
Nighthaw

ittle guy, I should point

Thi
out, expects to play a full part in
our adventures and doesn't want
to be treated any differently just
because of his horrific situation.

ou being a poor,
little wheel-fellow
and everything

pon't worry. I know
what you're going through,
z-Kid. 1 fell of ousin's
en I was ten and spent
six whole weeks with my
legina cast




hink polio is
tle different

Well, Dr. pym's
been really busy

when he hears
the big ne

magazine wai
a feature on the one
and only super-team
ith a prominent
African-American in
their ranks.

t

uperhumans being

deployed in the
Gulf.

wrote asking local
for a little s

transport because one of
our new teammat s
B\, confined to a wheelchair,
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Well, guys, it looks N\

like corporate America
just delivered to the tune
of four thousand
dollars. »

Wow. That's a Pontiac
Firebird. My dad used to
have one of them.

Lh, Idon't want to

be a pain or anything,
but it doesn't ook

particularly practical
for someone ina

wheelchair

Relax, little
quy. I'm sure
we can get a
roof rack or

something..

The Defenders
are officially mobile,

folks.

P Somebody's
going to die for
putting me on this
assignment.




"You have to understand that I

take no pleasure in pouring all ||
these billions of dollars into
persons of mass destruction \

"Take this guy, for example. Back
in the old days, getting hit by a
wave of radiation just meant dying
ina cancer ward

He's all
yours, scarlet
Witch! Take it

from here!




Scarlet Witch? God At least she has Skeev wouldn't even be on
1 hate Scarlet Witch the team if she wasn't shacked
What the hell does she up with Captain Americ
do anyway? Seriously, | got us on the bench =
can anybody even and The Wasp out
begin to explain her there against that
\d thing.

What the hell are you
smoKkin', soldier? Janet
pym took down The Hulk
last year and earned her

stripes ten times
overfar as I'm

Just bide your time, man.
We got the Giant Men
up next and if they don't
work out you guys are

definitely on.

We're not trying
to be pushy, General.
1 guess we're all jusf
keen to get out there
and show you what
we can do, sir.

Dexter.

say s we're
told and we could be
bigger than any of
those guys before
too long.

Like the General
2 e d




Now you're
just ticking me
Off, fella.
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You're really 3
i Say it a little louder,
qo"";ﬁuﬁ'c‘( saul. Idon't think Tom
o Ridge heard you all
the way back in
Washington.

N Sorry, buddy. It's just T
thought you'd hung up your
holster for good, you know
what I'm saying? I thought
the big idea was to quit the

assassination game while
you was ahead,

anything you've ever worked
7 with before.
= Al the money that 3 More accurate ~ETl
should be going to schools than an M-16 and lighter
and hospitals funding this than a Steyr Assault.
initiative that makes nuclear ’ but the best part's
weapons look like bows and . / gotta be this magic
arrows. It's horrific. b bullet feature.

Yeah, well, that was before this What have A thing of beauty, pal. A thing of
lunatic appeared and threw the you got for me | genuine beauty. High-velocity rifle
world into some kind of anyway? ten times more powerful than
superhuman arms race. 7




Where the
hell did you
- find this? g
[
= &
\.\ " 7 P
I
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S.H.LE.LD. prototype?
Oh, that's good, Saul.
That's just too damn

unny.

As you know,
they don't let Nick
Fury sleep in the same
place twice, but we
uncovered details of
where he's booked
eighteen days
from now.

It's good to
have you back,
Mister Nix.

~ Oh, yeah. Rifle
sight not only has X-ray
capability up to a mile, but
the bullet's guaranteed to
phase through anything it
meets along the way
without leaving as much
_ 1S a mark.

Walls, cars,
people. It doesn't
even impact until

it hits its

target.

New thing

SHI.ELD.'s been

working on. Only two
in the world...
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Curious how
your costume’s
gonna look,
Lieberman?
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starting to think I'd maybe
failed a test or
some

Failed a test? Oh,
1 Io ve this guy. Tell er fift
him how much he « \ N body didn't reject the
failed his test, super-soldier serum,
Or. Brankin. Captain Lieberman.

as readily as Steve
Rogers’ body did
back in nineteen
forty-two.

And that's good, right?
t's a good thing my cells
Ravert rejected the Oh, it's very

? good, soldier. In
fact, it's exactly
what we've been

waiting for...

because now you'll
understand why we couldn't
let the others see your
costume yet.
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Emmtomn Manhattan:
You hear about Miss Ross says

this TV crew that's they're gonna do this

gonna be following America's Next Big Hero

us around? show and they're gonna

The Next \ be living with us for
the next three

Top Model
Quy months.

You're one of the Rocketmen,
Dexter. That means you're already
qgoing to be rich and famous.

What are you talking
about? A show like that
means we get to be
rich and famous

/ 1

©Oh, man. That's
awesome._/ sre you retarded?
T hate those shows. They're
Just an excuse for cheap TV
where producers save money
on writers and professional

Trust me,
those shows are
Just a sign of the
apocalypse.
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'Riots in Eurasia, a hostage situation in the
Middle East and a septuagenarian hit man
who's come out of retirement to put a
‘ll‘ bullet in my head?

S0 why doesn't he Just go
home? If he's trying to appeal
to my conscience in some way
he's absolutely wasting

his time.

Says he just
wants to make
sure Jan gets
home okay.

3

Strange
cat.

Naturally, the only sensible thing
to do under these circumstances is
go to Iron Man's bachelor party.”

Is Cap
still standing
outside?

He really strike
you as the kinda
quy who's gonna be
caught deadin a
strip club, Tony?

So what about this whole
marriage thing, man? You really
qgoing through with this? You
really think it's a good idea to
marry a chick with a nickname
like “The Black Widow'?

S0 she's been
married a few times
and her husbands all

met with unfortunate

accidents. These
things happen, Nick.

One of my uncles
took his own head off

with a chainsaw.




Listen, it's not that

Idon't like Nat I've dated seven

girls a week since T

think she's one o the "
coolest girls T ever met. was fifteen years
it's just I'm not sure i old and haven't been
see you two doing the sober since the day
whole ‘Honey, I'm home 1 took my driving
Stuff. test.
Natasha's the
Really? Because A
1 think that's exactly first woman I've T-t
what I needright \ who's managed to keep
3 N up with me, Nick. And you
» / Know something? You

know something really
weird?

She's the only second
date I've ever had in my
life. lsn't that incredible?
Isn't that romantic?

Wait a
second.

What's the matter, General? Are you as
nauseated by all this as I am? The very thought
of them lying there naked and nuzzling each
other like two awful, hairless apes...

There's
something
wrong back
at base.

It makes me
want to bring back
that entire bottle
of sherry 1 just

But I Jove
her, Jarvis. I
truly, truly love
this little
min.

¥
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ne: e
volunteers.

7 put Lieberman
with the others,




proud of over the years,
m somebodu 's got to be
the world's Paddy.

‘Somebody's got to keep
this country safe for all

bearded weirdos and

media pundits just so theu I :,"
can tell us how mu LA\l
Stick on a daily basie.” A/
)
A
‘ U\
( /'\Qﬁ" <=\

)
<










