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A HEINITIATIVE

AFTER STAMFORD, CONNECTICUT WAS DESTROYED DURING A TELEVISED FIGHT BETWEEN THE NEW WARRIORS
AND A GROUP OF DANGEROQUS VILLAINS, A FEDERAL SUPERHUMAN REGISTRATION ACT WAS PASSED. ALL
INDIVIDUALS POSSESSING PARANORMAL ABILITIES MUST NOW REGISTER WITH THE GOVERNMENT. TONY STARK,
AKA. IRON MAN, HAS BEEN APPOINTED DIRECTOR OF S.H.LE.LD., THE INTERNATIONAL PEACEKEEPING FORCE.
HE HAS SET IN MOTION THE INITIATIVE, A PLAN FOR TRAINING AND POLICING SUPER HEROES IN THIS BRAVE
NEW WORLD, INTENDED TO POSITION A LOCAL SUPER HERO TEAM IN EACH OF AMERICA'S FIFTY STATES.
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When a training exercise goes awry, M.V.P--the most promising trainee in the Initiative--is killed.
All those present in the room during the accident are told the incident never happened.

Today, a great stone ship has come to Earth, bringing with it a fighting-mad Hulk, who is determined to have
revenge on the superhumans who have wronged him. As heroes fall, the young members of the Initiative decide to
do what they can to help, which means abandoning the soft jobs they have been given and entering the heat of the
battle against the Hulk and his Warbound.

To find Marvel Comics at a local comic shop, call 1-888-COMICBOOK.
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MEMO FROM HENRY PETER GYRICH, SRS . THAT THE TACTIGON 1S AN
SECRETARY OF SUPERHUMAN | OMEGA CLASS WEAPON.
ARMED FORCES: MR. PRESIDENT, UP THERE WITH KREE NEGA-
WE HAVE CONFIRMATION... BANDS, THOR'S HAMMER...

.18 THAT W

THE
DAMNED THING
TO WORK.

VHAT IS THATZ FIFTY
OF YOUR FINEST MEN,
HERR GYRICHZ LND NONE
OF THEM POSSESSED
THAT SPARK. THAT
MAGIC TOUCH.

PERHAPS
VE SHOULD SEND
FOR THE GIRL, JAZ
S0 FAR ARMORY
HAS BEEN THE ONLY
VUN WHO couLD

PERM}SSION TO
EAK FREELY,
MR SECRETARYZ /)

SOLDIERS
ARE HEROES. SAY
SOMETHING LIKE THAT
AGAIN, SIR, AND I
W\LL RIP OFF YOUR @7
# DOWN YOUR
$# 18 THAT CLEARZ

AND QUITE POSSIBLY
THE COSMIC CLBE.
THE FACT 1S, WE DON
KNOW ITS UPPER LIMIT.
ALL WE DO KNOW...

£ Y WE TURN HEROES
INTO SOLDIERS OR
SOLDIERS INTO
HEROES. THERE'S
NO ROOM FOR IN-
BETWEEN.

OMEGA Cl |
WEAPON ON BASE




5 T TERRY'S
TERRANCE "TRAUMA” MADE SOME
WARD IS OLUR MOST <o - GREAT STRIDES. USING
POWERFUL RECRUIT: A [= NS TECHNIQUES T ¥
SHAPE-CHANGER WITH || ¢ SN B\ LEARNED FROM BOTH i
THE ABILITY TO BECOME | VISION QUESTS.. Al
ANYONE'S eREATEslIEAR, . "‘ANDTA'}'YE
7 e > IME AT THI
HiETE ey AT
A
| CHART THE LIMITS OF / S\ HIM GET A HANDLE
TRAUMA’S POWER. ON HIS GIFT.

HOWEVER, UNLIKE THE
| TACTIGON, THERE'S NO WAY
| TO STRIP THAT POWER FROM
| ITS HUMAN BAGGAGE.

IN FACT, IT'S NO ..I BELIEVE TERRY
Ol CALL [29)
OR NOTHING” AFFAIR. ONE OF THE WORLD".
BY FINE-TUNING GREATEST BEHAVIOR
PEOPLES’ FEARS THERAPISTS...
SMAL

s

.HELPING
PEOPLE
OVERCOME

PISEASE, THE
ALZHEIMER'S THAT
TOOK YOLIR

I KNOW
WHAT YOU'RE
AFRAID OF
MR. GYRICH...

WAIT! WHERE —/ BUT YOU cAN
ARE YOU TAKING . HE'S JUST
IN THE HELL HIMZ HES A
HAVE YOU DONEZ SOLDIER.HES

JHAT BOY'S AN PUTTING HIM IN
THE FIELD!

TREE-HUGGING
LIBERAL

O#: /

Ra\\

R

SO

THAT'S IT!
KID, YOU'RE
COMING WITH
ME!




*..BY THE BEST
| OF THE BEST!”

GENTLEMEN.
MA'AM. YOU ALL
KNOW HOW WE

GOT HERE.

WHAT PO

&7 YOU WANT NC
P HAVE I NOT
& E\/EE_YT

DONE

..ONE THAT
ANSWERS DIRECTLY,

>

I ALsO
LNDERSTAND
THAT YOU'RE

NOT HAPPY

SHILEL.D.
TRAINING. SURVIVED
ONE-ON-ONE ENCOUNTERS
WITH HERCULES AND
THE HULK. VERY

=
)

(V"?' 1
| \‘((7 \
A

..A FULL PRESIDENTIAL
PARDON FOR ALL YOUR
PAST CRIMINAL
ACTS.

WHAT DO YOU THINK,
RICHMONDZ YOU'RE THI
[2] HO TALKE

UuLD
WITH YOUR TALENTS, a1
FRANK. IMPRESSIVE
= i =

EXCHANGE FOR

YOUR SERVICES,

I'M PREPARED
TO OFFER...

p THE
WHOLE REASON BUT THIS
I REGISTERED WAS BLACK OPS
TO SHED MY OLD SKIN. TEAM YOU'RE
Y'KNOW, BE A HERO.  TALKING ABOUT...
OUT IN THE OPEN. I DUNNO..

THIS'S A
GREAT OPPORTLNITY,
FRANK. PASS IT UP, AND |,
PEOPLE WILL SAY YOU'RE..

MY PROFESSIONAL OPINIONZ THE IMPORTANT THING
LIMIT HER TIME IN THE 1S TO REINFORCE
FIELD AND SHE'LL HER NEW IDENTITY.
BE FINE. FROM NOW ON, SHE'S
MUTANT ZERO.

ZZZ\m B
2O >4
{ ARE YOU READY
FOR A NI
ASSIGN. NT: e
“ [
- o

| “

\

TOGETHER,
IT'S TIME..”




In the wake of a costly super hero CIVIL WAR, America was promised a new
age of Marvels: a Fifty State Initiative that would place teams of super
heroes within every state of the Union. Each team member would be registered
with the government and held accountable for their actions. It would be an
age of trust and transparency, aboveboard and in the public eye. The only
problem is...there are still some things that have to be done in the dark...

Trauma, Bengal, Constrictor, Mutant Zero,
and the Scarlet Spiders:

NHRSHIDGHAMRATAIL

5uhhasement E)

.TIME FOR
YOUR BAPTISM
OF FIRE. FOR YOUR
FIRST ASSIGNMENT,
YOU'RE GOING BEHIND

ENEMY LINES. T'M
SENDING YOU INTO

MANHATTAN.

Y TUST BEEN INVADED
BY THE HULKZ!
THE_INCREDIBLE
FREAKIN'

WHAT ARE
YOU WORRIED

TAKEN HIM ON ALL
BY YOLRSELF.

whkihik] WEAIFANs

DAN  STEFAND DANIHLE  VC'S JOE  MOLLY

SLorT  GASELLI - RUDONI  GARAMAGNA _  LAZER ﬂnfmnr lI[.'Mﬂ/l l
WRITER “ARTIST COLOR ART " IETTERER  ASST. EDITOR ~ EDITOR ~ EOITOR IN GHIEF FIIIIIISII[II



WE 60T
A MUTIE ON
THE TEAMZ WOW,
GYRICH, YOU ARE
CONNECTED.

SHE
DOESN'T HAVE
TO ATTEND
BRIEFINGS.
EVER.

BARELY
ANY OF 'EM
LEFT ANYMORE.
I HEARD THEY
WERE POWN

WE PLACE

ALL RIGHT.
S50 WHICH ONE
1S SHEZ

OFF THE

RECORD.

NO, MORON,
I'M TELLING
YO ’ E

N, Ol
THE RECORD.
WHO'S MUTANT
ZEROZ

ON THE
RECORD?Z,

THERE /3
NO MUTANT
ZERO.

THE BOY'S
RIGHT. IF THIS
MISSION OF YOURS
1S SO IMPORTANT,

THEN LET'S J—
GET TO IT.




L AND
ACCOMPANIED
BY A SMALL ARMY
OF POWERFLL
EXTRATERRESTRIALS,
HAS INVADED
MANHATTAN.

HE HAS

ALREADY

DEFEATED

IRON MAN.

;ANP THERE HAVE

SWHAT 1S
NOT PuBLIC
KNOWLEDGE...

—

“..18 THAT SIX OF

WITH THE INITIATIVE

:| AND ENTERED THE
COMBAT ZONE

“A MINOR AND, GET I}
THIS, A PROUD FORMER §-!
MEMBER OF THE
NEW WARRIORS.

I 2 %



N L LY
YN Tl
';' 4— Bl <L ‘/[‘_W

il

1N B\ \/le/
Do Wl
2

i Y
&S

-,

NN ANN4
S
PR N

DON'T HAVE

or ;
TO TELL YOU THAT, |
IF THIS GETS OUT,
THE INITIATIVE
IS FINISHED.



“..1S HIM: DR. ROBERT
BRUCE BANNER, THE
HULK. THE ORIGINAL
OMEGA LEVEL THREAT. THE
REASON THE AVENGERS
FORMED IN THE
FIRST PLACE.

“AND THIS TIME HE'S

THAN HE'S EVER BEEN.”

RED TEAM,

IF YOU'RE LWORRIED
ABOUT THE APPEARANCE
OF ENDANGERING.

UNTRAINED MINORS.

ABSOLUTELY NOTV

FORGES CAN ONLY HOLD
THE HULK FOR SO LONG.
WE'RE LOOKING AT A

SMALL WINDOW. .SUR@IGAL TRIKE,

MEMBERS OF THE ) gl YR

INITIATIVE-- BR\EFIN& rs
OVER.
DISMISSED!

WE'RE IN
TIGHT CONTACT
WITH THE NON-

SUPERHUMAN ARMED
YOou WON'T FORCES AND
HAVE TO DEAL  ARE COORDINATING
WITH THIS SON = OLIR INCLRSION WITH
OF A @#$% THEIR ASSALLT ON
AT ALL. THIS MONSTER.

HOPEFLLLY,

THAT
SHOULD KEEP
HIM DISTRACTED

..AND ARE
HOLDING ALL OF

BEEN OUTFITTED \Q/VTH EXTRATER?Z;@%’E\AL

ALIEN “OBEDIENCE
DISKS", SEO IZIT MEASUEEES

AS WELL.
QUESTIONSZ

OESN'T THIS TEAM IS HIS

DELIVERY SYSTEM. WATCH
s BACK, GET Him s

THE AVENGERS.
THE OTHER HEROES.
WHILE WE'RE THERE,

SHOULD WE-

Hi DO T
LJFT!NG HE’S YOUR




WHY DON'T WE
JUST ALL 6O IN
THERE AT ONCE AND
OVERPOWER
HIMz!

CONTAINED TO
MANHATTAN.

THE LAST
THING WE NEED 1S
FOR THIS TO SPILL OUT
AND BECOME SOME
KIND OF “HULK
WORLD WAR.”

S SOME PEO
& THAT
NAME THROUGH
THE MUD... =
P~
; .. THE KIPS
Y ARE TAKING IT BACK. ‘==
THEY'RE CHANGING -

THE MEANING. IT".
) ABOUT YOLUTH AND
k REBELLION...

SORRY
TO INTERRUPT,
JIM. BUT I'VE
BEEN MEANING
TO ASK...

..BUT MINOR
CRIMES LIKE
VANDALISM AND GRAFFITI

GONE UP. LIKE THIS.
I'VE BEEN SEEING

OVER TOWN.




“..IT'S ABOUT BEING
INDEPENDENT, DARING.
TAKING RISKS. AND
MAKING HARD CHOICE.

“ALL THE AMAZING
QUALITIES THAT YOU
CAN'T BEAT OR '‘TRAIl
OUT OF SOMEONE.”

..T AM FAIRLY CERTAIN &

THAT OUR TEAMMATES,

THE SCARLET SPIDERS,
ARE NEARBY...

e

STUPID
RRIOR

ME. BECALSE
OF THEAM...

CONSTRICTOR.

~I'M N
MARCHING OFF &
TO GET MY HEAD |}
CAVED IN BY OL"
JADE JAWS.

YEAH. BUT WHAT 890D 1S
IT IF NO ONE SEES ME DOIN' ITZ
THE WHOLE CITY'S A FREAKIN'
GHOST TOWN.

FRANK
SCHLICHTING,
BEFORE YOU 60
ANY FURTHER, T
ST CAUTION YOU.

..IN STEALTH MODE,
AND THAT THEY'RE
RECORDING OUR

EVERY ACTION FOR

MR. GYRICH.

..KEEPING
WATCH FOR
DR. BANNER.







ORE OF

. AND THIS
HERE IS N
MENT OF
RPRISE.

‘ M
THEM .
| TIME T 2]
ELE
\i sl
L~

TH
EVERYWH
KID, YO

MY THINGZ IT N/ Aw, GREAT.

DON'T WORK WE'RE

ON ROBOTS, SCREWED.
EITHER. Y 4 \

-\ g
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HOLY @#$%! THAT WAS SO YES, TERRANCE. I BELIEVE

DID YOU SEE FAST! WAS AND NOW SHE'S THAT IS ALL WE
THATZ SHE TOOK THAT MUTANT GONE. SHALL SEE OF
DOWN EVERY LAST ZEROZ ¢ HER TODAY.

N T : ;
™

ONE OF ‘EM!




WHERE DID SHE 60?
I MEAN, WE COULD
REALLY USE HER.

LOOKS LIKE

/ OUR LITTLE
TEAN'S GOT ITS

A OWN ‘DEUS

YEAH,
/ KID. WE GET
> OUTTA THIS ALIVE,
H I'M GONNA
ACTUALLY PATENT IT. ]
PRETTY
GO0D.

X

THE RECRUITS.
AND THEY'RE
STILL ALIVE.

ACCORPING TO GYRICH, SHE CAN ONLY BE
“ACTIVATED” ONCE PER MISSION. HOPEFLILLY,
WHEN WE NEED HER MOST.

THIS WAY,
MY FRIENDS.
I HAVE THEIR

SCENT.

JACKPOT.

50, YOU'RE THE
DUMB&E$ KIDS
WHO THOUGHT THEY
COULD TAKE ON
THE HULK, HUHZ

& IT AND T
WANTED TO BE POPLLAR.

..IT'S SOME
A’ THE HULK'S
WARBOLUNI
BUDDIES!




.. TRY TO
GET THOSE

WH;IQf YOU'RE
"OBEDIENCE DISKS”
_OFF OF THEM. AFRAIP OF/

I THINK
IT'S TIME TO
SHOW YOU WHAT
I CAN DO. G

B HE WIELDS
. THE POWER
W\ OF THOR.

AYE/ IS ! 3 & =
THIS NOT WH )
THOL WISHED FOR, \ k
STONE MANZ 4
P - " I-I'M NOT

READY!

i e p o
Wi e HREA
U8, ATTACK US, STICK 10U KNG
1S IN CAGES! WHATZ I DON'T
| CARE IF YOU GLUYS ARE AS
TOUGH AS ALL @#$%! OR
IF YOU'RE AS STRONG
AS THE HULK!

&
";

= N\




P BUT THE
THER HEROES!

AVENGERS!
THEY'RE STILL
¢ IN THERE!

BUT WHAT
ABOUT THE
HuLKz!

YOU'RE TRIPPING. SINGE WHEN CAN
I'VE SEEN YOU, MAN. YOU CONTROL
YOU'RE A WRECK.




HEY, WHATEVER ?
YOU ‘SAY. CM
Assy. LETS BOLT

TO WATGH EMO
BOY DIE.

SPREADING LIKE
BACTERIA!

EVERYBODY. SO THAT
GIVES YOU THE
RIGHT, HUH

BLIT WHAT
IF you
WEREN'T ? -

YOU'RE
AFRAIP, AREN'T YOU ?.
AFRAIP THAT WERE’S v TH TMAYBE
ALWAY'S GONNA B|
SOMEONE EIGGER STRONGEST O,NE

BLIT SOME
OF YOLRR FOES,
THEY ARE




A MATTES sk OM';,ME J’OBBED you ¥ y
GmE auz
TILL mzy FWI?A (7Y YESTERDAY, BEST SHOT!

LOSER! THA THE \
BEST YO A

ﬁ WORSE mAN THAT -
Jusr ] TINY i \
l ¥ «’//
v”” N\\ E'S N\ “ = _ 0)7
” W Here RIEHT, /9~). \‘ ’ /
ém4 - ¢

9
\\ 9,
\ @,’ ‘
WA\ ()
WA T! E
HAT'S
CAN'T CHANGE!
I CANT




I'M NOT
AFRAID OF
ANYTHING.




HULK. THAT

I CAN'T
BELIEVE IT. HE'S
ONE OF U3, AND d s
HE TOOK ON THE é’ &
| )
S

HE FREAKS
ME OUT. T
\ TUST WANNA
GO. OKAYZ

s OKAY,
A\ THERE'S N
IT'$ cOOL, cLoup 92
ABBY. WE PAID AT L COME HERE,
OUR RESPECTS. ;
Wi Al
) TAKE OFF

MEMO FROM HENRY
ANP IF PETER GYRICH, SECRETARY
YOU WANT,, OF SUPERHUMAN ARMED
ICANHELP. FORCES: MR. PRESIDENT, I
REGRET TO INFORM YOU...

S0 MUCH DROP DEAD,
FOR YOUR [ MOONSTAR.

'BIG GLN, MR.
) \ SECRETARY.

[ . I WISH I COULD
op ZausT { : PUT A POSITIVE
| SPIN ON THIS, SIR.
COULD BE SO i | BUT FOR THE LIFE
MHICHMORE: | y / OF ME, I HAVE
NO'IDEA HOW.

I%Elwn T EEnTod=t




