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IN THE WAKE OF AN INTERGALACTIC WAR AGAINST ANNIHILUS, GALACTUS—DEVOURER
OF WORLDS—HAS REUNITED WITH HIS HERALD, THE SILVER SURFER.

FIRELORD. A FORMER HERALD OF GALACTUS, WAS HEAVILY INVOLVED IN THE
WAR AND SEEKS OUT SOLDIERS WHO COMMITTED WAR CRIMES. WHEN HE FINDS
THESE CENTURIONS—THE EVIL ANNIHILUS' ELITE TROOPS—HE INTENDS TO
BRING THEM TO JUSTICE.

Two PROEMIAL GODS ATTACKED GALACTUS AND BESTED HIM. CAUGHT OFF GUARD,
GALACTUS WAS UNPREPARED FOR THE ONSLAUGHT. NOW, GALACTUS IS FREE AND
HE SEEKS OUT THESE TWO DARK GODS—AEGIS, LORD OF ALL OF SORROWS,
AND TENEBROUS, OF THE DARKNESS BETWEEN.
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THE KREE AND SKRULL HAVE
BEEN AT WAR, TO A uREATER
OR LESSER DEGREE, FOR Ti
BETTER PART OF A MM_LENNIUM

THE NEAR-GENOCIDE OF
THE SKRULLS CHANGES
NOTHING. GIVE WHAT
REMAINS OF THE SHAPE-
SHIFTERS ENOUGH TIME
TO BREED, AND SEE HOW
SOON THEY LAUNCH AN
ATTACK ON THE KREE
THEY CALL THEM-
SELVES CENTURIONS. THIS IS THE FIFTH BEFORE THE
THESE REMNANTS OF WORLD CENTURION ANNIHIL ATION
ANNHILUS' ELITE FACTIONS HAVE TRIED
STRIKE FORCE. T CA TO COMPROMISE
THEM WAR \_RleNALS
] PREVENTED SO
THEY PRESENTED BLATANT A
POWER GRAB

WARS LIVE ON, IF
ONLY IN MEMORY-
AND MEMORY IS
MERCILESS.

NO MORE. NOVA CORPS WAS
THE WAR'S FIRST FATALITY, THE
ENTIRETY OF IT ERADICATED
BEFORE WE EVEN KNEW WE
WERE UNDER ATTACK




IN THE WAKE OF WAR, THE!
MUST BE ACCOUNTABILITY. THERE
WILL BE ACCOUNTABILITY

NOVA CORPS WILL RISE AGAIN
TO RESTORE THE RULE OF LAW
THE TERRAN. RICHARD RIDE
HE WILL SEE TO THAT. Wi .
WOULD HE KEEP THE NAME NOVA,
IF NOT TO INSPIRE?

NOVA CORPS WILL RISE AGAIN
UNTIL THEN, I WILL SEE TO
THOSE CALLED CENTURIONS.

I AM CALLED FIREL ORD, ONCE
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L OF US, THE BEST
Bl NONE OF US SAW T COMINE AN INVAS'ON OF
NEAR-UNIVERSAL PROPORTIONS AND WE WERE |
IGNORANT OF IT UNTIL IT WAS TOO LATE

WE LOST
THE WAR

THE KREE ARE IN DISARRAY, THE SKRULLS ARE ALL
BUT EXTINCT, AND THE ANNIHILATION WAVE OCCUPIES
TERRITORIES CEDED THEM BY A PEACE TREATY
OWING MORE TO FEAR THAN TO COMPROMISE.

T =
RAVENOUS RULES MOST OF WHAT

THE SKRULL EMPIRE AND FRINGE

TERR!TORIES STILL DISPUTED E\ THE KREE

SPOILS OF WAR DEALT out’
BY RAVENOUS.




ONTIA, PRITIES.
CEDED. TERRITORIES.
ANATHILATIOANDAY) . -
PLUSESTY ;

IWILL
\, ( BE THE JUDGE
OF THAT.

OTHER
WORLDS HAVE BEEN
LESS..TOLERANT OF

THE NEW ORDER.

A LORD RAVENOUS IN
D\ GRATITUDE FOR SERVICES
RENDERED.




A\l
THAT IT HAS
COME TO THIS! WE
WERI ACH OF US,
TO THE EXTENT WE

WAR BRINGS OUT_ X THE WAR WAS
=£ THE WORST IN ALL OF US, —=3i8 S , A RUSE, TORRENT!
HYBALEA. SOME CHOOSE \: ANNIHILUS’ MOTIVES
TO EMBRACE IT. 3

IT'S
THE HU

.. THINKING A
MORE TEMPERATE ZONE
FOR THE ROYAL RESIDENCE.
SOMETHING IN YOUR WORLD'S
EQUATORIAL BELT,
RHAPS?
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TRAITOROUS
CURS! \

RUTTING LAPDOG! LET

YOUR DEATH SERVE AS

NOTICE THAT CENTURION
HONOR ENDURES!




BETTER
YOU SEE TO
YOURSELF,

EH?

NOW
THIS...THIS IS
A RECEPTION
MORE TO MY

LIKING!







Y FIRELORO...
AMNOT
\ IMPRESSED.

THIS
WORLD IS MINE
BY SOVEREIGN

DECREE.




~ NO! STAND
DOWN, IF YOU
I\ VALUE YOUR
LIVES!

NO QUARTER!
CENTURIONS TO
THE FORE!










THIS IS AN
ACT OF WAR!




NO! A
PETITION..PLEASE.

ME OUT.

CALLED CENTURIONS ARE
ALLED CEN
LOYAL TO RAVENQUS! THERE L T
WE FEW AS APPALLED o 75 B CENTURIONS!
A5 THE ACTIONS OF THE !
MANY AS YOU!

WE TOO SEEK
TO RIGHT THE WRONGS

CENTURIONS?




“YOU ARE O
LEAS]
HEART, Ci

NOT A PARI

N ARE ALL THAT
CONCERN ME. _

UNDERSTAND AS
W%LL THAT SHTOULD YOU




WHATEVER
REVELATIONS YOU
MAY HAVE COME TO DO

SERVICE TO
CORRUPT CAUSE...

..ANY MORE
THAN MY OWN REVELATIONS
ABSOLVE ME OF THE BILLIONS
OF INNOCENTS KILLED WHILE
I SERVED GALACTUS.

ANI K WH,
COMFORT I COULD FROM
THAT UNTIL IT BECAME

INTOLERABLE. £

NOT MAKE B
US “KIN".




IN £
WAR THERE MUST  [BSS
] BE ACCOUNTABILITY

THERE WILL BE
ACCOUNTABILITY

I AM CALLED THE FIREL ORD,
ONCE HERALD TO WORLD-
DEVOURING GALACTUS, WIELDER
OF THE POWER COSMI
FOR AS LONG AS NEE!

. WILL BE 3
P MERCILESS .
g 5




KNOW THAT THE CREATION EVENT IS EVER
UNKNOWABLE. KNOW ALSO, THAT WHEN
THE LIVING UNIVERSE WAS YOUNG, IT WAS

F CHAOS. THERE BEAUTY, BUT IT WAS |

THE BEAUTY OF 'I'HE VOID, FORMLESS AND
WITHOUT INTENT.

COSMIC CONSONANCE
DEMANDED THAT THERE BE
ORDER TO BALANCE CHAOS.

THEY WERE THE CARETAKERS, CONCEIVED
THROUGH INTENT AND, EACH OF T
TASKED TO MAINTAIN COSMIC CONSONANCE

13
FROM CHAOS, ORDER, AND |
FROM ORDER, INTENT

THEY WERE WITHOUT WILL AND WITHOUT
AWARENESS OF ANYTHING BUT THE
TASKS SET BEFORE THEM. THEY EXISTED
TO SERVE THE LIVING UNIVERSE.




il ANTIPHON THE OVERSEER, FIRST PR : SEy T ) S % :
* AMONG EQUALS, TASKED WITH | . h O . 4 . .
PRI MONITORING COSMIC CONSONANCE. . 4 I . g 4
. 8 e . [ . . * N . . ¢ : .
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LIVING UNIVERSE
OF DIVERGENCES
AND ABERRATIONS. §
DIABLERI OF CHAQS,
BECAUSE ORDER
UNCHECKED LEADS
TO ENTROPY.

TENEBROUS OF THE DARKNESS
BETWEEN, TASKED WITH
THE BLACK, THE LIVING MATTER
THAT BINDS THE UNIVERSE AND
MAKES IT WHOLE.




A F
IT WAS THROUGH DIABLERI THAT
O BE

| THE CHAOS SPRIT!
Z SEINGS BORNOR. CHAos,
POWERFUL BEYOND MEASURE.

THESE WERE DIABLERI'S EYES AND EARS,
MINUTE SENTINELS TASKED BY THEIR
MASTER TO SOW CHAOS AMID ORDER.

THESE TOO SERVED COSMIC CONSONANCE.

THE PROEMIAL GODS SHEPHERDED THE [
YOU ERSE MAINTAINING THE
DELICATE BALAN E BETWEEN ORDER
AND CHAOS. AND THE LIVING UNIVERSE
EXPANDED AND FLOURISHED.

LIFE THRIVED ON COUNTLESS
WORLDS, EACH LIFE FORM UNIQUE, P
EACH, BY CHOICI 1

ACTIONS TAKEN, SERVING COSMIC
CONSONANCE.

BUT PURPOSE HAD LONG AGO EVOLVED
INTO AWARENESS AND AWARENESS HAD EECOME
DARK AMBITION. DIABLERI OF CHAOS WOU
NOT SEE HIMSELF DIMINISHED AND THEREFORE
SOUGHT TO REMAKE THE UNIVERSE IN HIS IMAGE.

ROUS O
DARKNESS BETWEEN
AND AEGIS OF ALL
SORROWS.




SO WERE THE
PROEMIAL GODS SET
AGAINST ONE ANOTHER.
THERE WAS WAR...
AND GODS DIED.

HAD DIABLERI
NOT BROUGHT THE
WAR TO GALACTUS,

HE MIGHT HAVE
PREVAILED.

HIS BLIND
AMBITION WAS HIS
UNDOING. GALACTUS IS
OF GREATER PURPOSE.
GALACTUS KNEW THE
VOID AND THE SPECTRAL
TE FROM WHICH

HE VOID WAS
SHAPED.

GALACTUS IS
OF POWER!

GALACTUS'

WAS THE HAND
THAT SLEW DIABLERI,
GALACTUS' THE HAND

THAT IMPRISONED
TENEBROUS AND
AEGIS.

DEEP SPHCE. |
UINCHARTED: (’

(
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THE KYLN.
MASSIVE POWER
GENERATORS OF
UNKNOWN ORIGIN

BUT CLEAR

PURPOSE.

A FIT PRISON

LEN
POWERED EY THE CRUNCH,
BY THE ENERGY SURGE
GENERATED BY THE EXPANDING
UNIVERSE. THE ENERGIES THAT
BIRTHED THEM WOULD BIND
THEM FOR ALL TIME..OR SUCH
WAS GALACTUS' INTEN

OF ALL THOSE FREED, NONE POSE A B
GREATER THREAT THAN TENEBROUS . THEY MUST .
AND AEGIS. STRIKING AGAINST NOT BE GIVEN THAT
GALACTUS WAS MERELY AN ACT TIME. FIND THEM, HERALD.
OF VENGEANCE. GIVEN TIME, GALACTUS WOULD SEE
THEY WILL STRIKE AGAINST THIS ENDED
THE VERY UNIVERSE. d
HEY STILL HARBOR

T
DIABLERI'S DARK AMBITIONS.
GIVEN TIME, THEY WILL MOVE
TO DISCIPLINE THIS UNIVERSEy
ENFORCE ORDER AS TH
WOULD HAVE IT.
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THIS UNIVERSE
LACKS DISCIPLINE. COSMIC
CONSONANCE CANNOT
BE LEFT TO RANDOM
EVENTS. WHERE ARE THE
CARETAKERS?

BLINDED BY
7/ THEIR OWN PETTY
CONCERNS, MORE
LIKELY..IF SUCH
CARETAKERS EVEN
> EXIST.




et o
ANMMIHILATION 'Uﬂ'i,’f ’Iﬂl.'l,lS 281,

Vil




— nu-“, )

THE CRUIMCH . 7

JTHEREISNO
OUR MILLENNIA- om.y A REKINDLING OF
FOREERRTO  wWMLANSHATTE, /)
RUBBLE. o THEDEVOURER. *

ALACTUS
WAS GIVEN HIS DUE.
‘{ THE DEVOURER IS NO
LONGER OF
CONSEQUENCE.

'OURER IMPRISO!
ONE WHO REJECTED
DIAB! 'S
AMBITION?

HE WAS THE
WEAKES' I

WITH

FORBIDD

PERHAPS THE
OVERSEER CAME T¢

TISDOSNT

TWO ARE AI.I. THAT IS I.EFT
NISH WHAT WAS ONCI

HEN WE DO Wi

UST BE DONE TO RESTORE
DISCIPLINE TO THE I.I\/ING
UNIVERSE. OURS MUST
THE GUIDING HAND.

SO MUCH
TO UNDO... SO
MUCH 'I'O MAKE




COsSMIC
ANCE 1!

EVEN THANOS CAME TO
LEARN THAT.

E TWO
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BE FOREWARNED,
HERALD. THERE ARE
NO CONSTRAINTS

YOU TRAFFIC
IN MADNESS! YOU
D UNBALANCE
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THEIR POWER
DWARFS MINE. I CANNOT
WITHSTAND THEM. THEY DRA
POWER FROM THE CRUNCH,
FROM THE ENERGIES THAT
BIRTHED THEM...

I CHANNEL
THE COSMIC ENERGY
THAT IS THE UNIVERSE'S
BOUNTY; SUCH IS THE
GIFT GIVEN TO ME BY
GALACTUS' TOUCH.










PROEMIAL GODS
BROUGHT DOWN BY
ONE WHOSE POWER

PALES COMPARED
TO THEIRS.

sOIs
GALACTUS
AVENGED.

A
TENEBROUS AND
AEGIS CONSIGNED TO
OBLIVION, CONSUMED
BY THE ENERGIES THAT
WERE THEIR VERY
ESSENCE.

COSMIC
CONSONANCE
HAS BEEN
SERVED.




HE STILL
LIVES, BUT
BARELY

NEVER, IN ALL \
THE MILLENNIA THAT
GALACTUS HAS SERVED
COSMIC CONSONANCE,
HAS GALACTUS BEEN
SERVED WITH GREATER
FIDELITY. oS

ARISE, NORRIN
RADD, CALLED SILVER
SURFER, MOST FAVORED
OF GALACTUS. KNOW
A THAT YOU HAVE SERVED
. WELL AND TRUE.

TO CHANNEL THE ENERGIES OF THE
CRUNCH, ENERGIES THAT NOT EVEN
GALACTUS CAN LONG WITHSTAND
WITHOUT BEING CONSUMED...A
FOOLHARDY ACT OF VALOR,
HERALD.

HIS VERY
ESSENCE IS
IRRADIATED. THE

NO. THE
SILVER SURFER WILL
NOT DIE THIS DAY.
GALACTUS WILL NOT
ALLOW IT.

I WILL
SEE MY HERALD
RESTORED.




|
WHAT
MORE WOULD
YOU KNOW?

GALACTUS

HUNGERS. WHAT o B

MORE NEED YOU g\
KNOW? 5 e

GED TO HIS
IN ALL THINGS. HIS IS THE
WILL, MINE, THE MEANS.

V 4

WHAT MORE
IS THERE TO
KNOW?

WHENEID!
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